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Reading & Speaking Practice #27

Story
The Marvel of

In the realm of ancient craftsmanship, one material has

—Damascus steel. This extraordinary
metal, with its intricate patterns and legendary strength, has
captivated the imagination of historians and weapon
enthusiasts alike.

through a meticulous process, Damascus steel's

secret its combination of art and science. Historically,
it was by skilled who

layered and different types of steel, creating a blade
with and resilience. The distinctive
wavy patterns, known as the Damascus pattern, emerged as
a result of the process, adding an allure to
the of the steel.

The uniqueness of Damascus steel extends beyond its
appearance. Historians believe that the secrets of its
production were closely and eventually lost to time.
Attempts to this ancient art have yielded varying
degrees of success, but the precise technique remains a
mystery.

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL&JE Wir{si F &% 11



This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

While contemporary offers advanced alternatives,
the allure of Damascus steel endures. Researchers and
historians marvel at the ancient that produced
blades with an combination of flexibility and

. The legacy of Damascus steel lives on in both
museums, where ancient blades are preserved, and in the
hearts of those who appreciate the of and
science that defines this extraordinary material.

Vocabulary Practice

> Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.

) AN L X9
- X A H A BRI NS
‘glﬂ < :i’o‘% h &
HTENn3 Do b X hiEL FTEIRIC
‘? fc? S ‘U L HwH W KD
fEE XS BB - =L
%:'_Zvﬁ:ﬁ ALY '9“%‘2}:
IBEET S D DI D X
+EZ 9 kﬁpf% NPT E
- ta)E = A 1 BANIORAS
A i£5 < b L+
- Fae! PHEINTWAS 54 A
L EA U_LV?<<:O
154 - B GE - H
D7 il:;;bu ELLL/_O T&LwbA
EX X Ryt == fifr B F-5e

Reading Comprehension Questions

> Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before

skipping to the sample answers.
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. How was Damascus steel traditionally made?
2. How is the distinctive wavy pattern of Damascus steel
made?
. What do historians believe about Damascus steel?
4. How have attempts to replicate Damascus steel turned
out?
5. Where does the legacy of Damascus steel live on?

w

Your Thoughts
X Give your own opinion about these questions. Try

answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6. Why is Damascus steel so fascinating?

7. What does this passage suggest Damascus steel was
primarily used for?

8. Is Damascus steel better than steel we can make today?

9. Are there any other ancient mysteries that modern science
cannot solve?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.Historically, it was forged by skilled blacksmiths who
meticulously layered and welded different types of steel,
creating a blade with unparalleled sharpness and
resilience.
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2.The distinctive wavy patterns, known as the Damascus
pattern, emerged as a result of the layering process.

3.Historians believe that the secrets of its production were
closely guarded and eventually lost to time.

4. Attempts to replicate this ancient art have yielded varying
degrees of success, but the precise technique remains a
mystery.

5.The legacy of Damascus steel lives on in both museums,
where ancient blades are preserved, and in the hearts of
those who appreciate the fusion of artistry and science
that defines this extraordinary material.

6.Because blacksmiths in the past were able to create it with
much more rudimentary technology, but we don’t know
how they did it.

7.1t sounds like it was primarily used to make swords.

8.No—the article says that we have advanced alternatives
today.

9.We don’t know how many large ancient structures like the
pyramids were made.

10. A lot of knowledge from human history has been lost to
time and the Damascus steel is an impressive tech that we
weren't able to replicate until relatively recently.
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