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Reading & Speaking Practice #30

Story
The Lens: Unraveling the Video Debate
In an era dominated by technology, the of

(CCTV) cameras has sparked a
debate, stirring conversations about public
safety and personal privacy.

Advocates argue that video surveillance is a crucial tool for
law enforcement, helping criminal activities and aiding
in the swift identification of . The widespread
installation of CCTV cameras in public areas offers a
watchful eye, providing valuable footage that can be
reviewed in the event of an incident. Proponents believe this
proactive approach enhances public safety, making public
spaces more secure.

, Critics express concerns about the potential

into individuals' private lives. The of
CCTV cameras raises questions about the of
surveillance, with skeptics worried that citizens may

be under constant observation. This

by the lack of clear regulations regarding the
application and storage of surveillance footage. Without
proper , there's a risk that innocent activities, such
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as casual or private conversations, could be subject
1o

As communities grapple with the network of
watchful lenses, the Video Surveillance Debate

delicate between maintaining
public safety and respecting personal privacy emerges as a
pressing challenge in our increasingly world.

Vocabulary Practice

> Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

> Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before

skipping to the sample answers.

1. What do advocates argue about CCTV cameras?

2. What do CCTV cameras provide?

3. What are critics concerned about?

4. What sort of regulations do skeptics say is lacking?
5. What risk does the spread of CCTV cameras carry?

Your Thoughts
2% Give your own opinion about these questions. Try

answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6. What do you think of CCTV cameras?

7. Where would it be most useful to have CCTV cameras?

8. Is there anything about CCTV cameras that might make
you nervous?

9. Can you think of any good alternatives to CCTV cameras
that could provide the same level of protection?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.Advocates argue that video surveillance is a crucial tool
for law enforcement, helping deter criminal activities and
aiding in the swift identification of perpetrators.
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2.They provide valuable footage that can be reviewed in the
event of an incident.

3.Critics express concerns about the potential intrusion into
individuals' private lives.

4.This unease is amplified by the lack of clear regulations
regarding the application and storage of surveillance
footage.

5.There's a risk that innocent activities, such as casual
strolls or private conversations, could be subject to
unwarranted scrutiny.

6.0bviously they are very valuable at times when there is a
crime or a missing person’s case, but | am not sure | feel
comfortable with always being recorded.

7.They would be useful in busy areas that many people pass
through.

8.1 think they could be used to stalk or harass people. They
could lead to a rise in crimes like blackmail.

9.No, | can’t. Eyewitness testimony is wildly unreliable and
so video cameras are better, more objective observers.

10. As technology improves, it has become possible to
always monitor public areas with video cameras. This
provides an unprecedented level of safety, but also comes
with the risk that the footage could be misused.
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