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Reading & Speaking Practice #18

Story
The Ocean's Sorrow

In the vast expanse of the ocean, a tragedy beneath
the waves, leaving an mark on and
coastal communities. The Deepwater Horizon Qil Spill, a
event that the of Mexico in 2010,

serves as a reminder of the environmental tied to
human activities.
As the sun below the horizon, the Deepwater Horizon

stood proudly, a symbol of humanity's for
energy beneath the ocean's surface. However, this tale took
a dark turn when a well unleashed an

of oil into the Gulf waters. The were

swift and severe.
Marine ecosystems, once with life, to
the toxic embrace of . Fish, birds, and other
creatures faced an unprecedented threat to their existence.
Coastal habitats, including beaches, felt the
touch of , transforming them into
landscapes.

Efforts to contain the spill proved challenging, with images
of oil-soaked wildlife the collective consciousness.
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The of the disaster about the
environmental cost of our pursuit of fossil fuels.
The Gulf's delicate balance was disrupted, leaving scars that
would persist for years.

Scientists, , and communities united in
their response to mitigate the damage and seek justice. The
incident sparked discussions about the need for
safety measures in drilling and prompted a

of our reliance on oil.

While the Gulf of Mexico continues its slow healing process,

the Deepwater Horizon Qil Spill remains in history as
a tale. The quest for sustainable energy and
responsible environmental becomes more

urgent as we navigate the delicate dance between progress
and the planet's well-being.

Vocabulary Practice

» Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

*¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before

skipping to the sample answers.

1. What was the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill?

2. How did the accident begin?

3. What happened to the life in the area?

4. What questions were raised because of the disaster?
5. What did the incident spark?

Your Thoughts
2 Give your own opinion about these questions. Try

answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.
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6. Why was the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill an important
event?

7. How do you think the area is affected by this event more
than 10 years later?

8. What can be done to prevent these sorts of disasters in
the future?

9. Is there any similar large environmental disaster in your
country?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.1t was a catastrophic event that gripped the Gulf of Mexico
in 2010.

2.A well blowout unleashed an uncontrollable torrent of oil
into the Gulf waters.

3.Fish, birds, and other creatures faced an unprecedented
threat to their existence.

4.The magnitude of the disaster raised questions about the
environmental cost of our relentless pursuit of fossil fuels.

5.The incident sparked discussions about the need for
stringent safety measures in offshore drilling and
prompted a reevaluation of our reliance on oil.

6.It affected many people’s lives and changed a lot of minds
about the safety of oil drilling.
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7.1 have to imagine that the oil could not have been cleaned
up by now and much of the area is still probably quite toxic.

8.If people switch to renewable energy sources then there
will be no need to go drilling for oil in places where such
negative effects can occur.

9.In 2011 a large earthquake and tidal wave caused the
nuclear power plant at Fukushima to suffer a meltdown. A
lot of water was irradiated with the nuclear waste from the
power plant.

10. The Deepwater Horizon Qil Spill was a major
environmental disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. It killed a lot
of the sea life in the area and serves as a reminder of the
dangers of oil drilling.
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