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Reading & Speaking Practice #17

Story
A Puzzle from the Ancient Past

In the of Turkey lies Gobekli Tepe, an archaeological
wonder that challenges our understanding of ancient
civilizations. This site, often the world's oldest
temple, has intrigued researchers and ignited debates about
its purpose and the people who built it.

Gobekli Tepe, meaning "Potbelly Hill" in Turkish, features
massive stone arranged in patterns. Dating
back over 11,000 years, it structures like
and the Great Pyramid of Giza. The site raises
questions about the capabilities of its ancient
builders.

believe that Gobekli Tepe served a
or religious purpose, with its intricate carvings
animals, symbols, and possibly divine figures. The level of

and the effort required for its
construction challenge previous assumptions about the
abilities of early societies.

The identity of the people behind Gobekli Tepe remains a
mystery. Some theories suggest that a community effort,
possibly driven by shared beliefs or spiritual practices, led to
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its creation. Others propose that it was a center for
communal activities, gatherings, or even a site of

While researchers continue to uncover the secrets buried
beneath Gobekli Tepe's ancient stones, the site stands as a
testament to the and cultural richness of our
ancestors. The mysteries surrounding this archaeological
marvel invite us to explore the depths of our shared human
history, us to the puzzle of Gobekli
Tepe.

Vocabulary Practice

* Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

»¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before

skipping to the sample answers.
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1. What is Gobekli Tepe?

2. How old is Gobekli Tepe?

3. What do archeologists believe about Gobekli Tepe?

4. What do some believe about the people behind Gobekli
Tepe?

5. What is Gobekli Tepe a testament t0?

Your Thoughts
X Give your own opinion about these questions. Try

answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6. What is the most interesting thing this article says about
Gobekli Tepe?

7. What is surprising about how old Gobekli Tepe is?

8. Why do you think Gobekli Tepe was built?

9. What is the oldest or mysterious archaeological site in
your country?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.1t is a site, often dubbed the world's oldest temple.

2.1t dates back over 11,000 years, it predates structures like
Stonehenge and the Great Pyramid of Giza.

3.They believe that Gobekli Tepe served a ritualistic or
religious purpose.
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4.Some theories suggest that a community effort, possibly
driven by shared beliefs or spiritual practices, led to its
creation.

5.1t stands as a testament to the ingenuity and cultural
richness of our ancestors.

6.1 think the intricate carvings depicting animals, symbols,
and possibly divine figures is the most interesting because
| would think the oldest temple would be plain.

7.Even though it is older than the pyramids of Giza, it still
demonstrates a higher level of skill and workmanship than
| would think ancient people could perform.

8.1 have to imagine that it was a site where many people
tended to gather and where some important event had
taken place.

9.The oldest site in Japan is the Oshikakubo Ruins in
Shizuoka that dates back to between 12,000 to 15,000
years ago.

10. Gobekli Tepe is an ancient and mysterious site that
shows that people from long ago had a great deal of skill
when it comes to stone carving but many mysteries
remain about its purpose.
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