Eiken Dual-RSP G2
Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #2

Small Towns in Japan: Disappearing Places
Story (EN)

Did you know that many small towns in the rural areas of
Japan are disappearing? As more and more people move to
the big cities, these little towns are being left behind.

There are different reasons why people are leaving these
towns. Some people go to the cities to find better job
opportunities. Others move because the schools or hospitals
in the small towns are closing down.

When people leave, it can be sad for the towns. The houses
become empty, and the streets become quiet. Without
enough people, the stores and restaurants may have to
close too.

But we shouldn't forget about these towns! They have their
own special charm and history. Some people are working
hard to revitalize these places and bring back life.

By visiting and supporting these small towns, we can help
them survive. We can explore their beautiful nature, try their
delicious local foods, and learn about their traditions.
Together, we can help keep these disappearing towns alive.

Vocabulary (EN Only)
English

small towns

rural areas
disappearing

move (to big cities)



job opportunities
closing down
empty houses
quiet streets
stores and restaurants
special charm
history

revitalize
support

survive

beautiful nature
local foods
traditions

bring back life

Questions & Sample Answers (EN)

[1] What is happening to many small towns in rural
Japan?

— They are disappearing as people move to big cities.
[2] Why do some people leave small towns?
— To find better job opportunities in the cities.
[3] What other services may close in small towns?
— Schools or hospitals may close down.

[4] How do the towns change when people leave?



— Houses become empty and streets become quiet.

[5] What might happen to stores and restaurants without
enough people?

— They may have to close, too.

[6] Why shouldn’t we forget about these towns?

— They have special charm and history.

[7] What are some people doing to help these towns?

— They are working to revitalize them and bring back life.

[8] How can visiting small towns help?

— Visiting and supporting them can help them survive.

[9] What can we enjoy when we visit these towns?

— Beautiful nature, delicious local foods, and traditions.
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