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G3 Reading & Speaking Practice #7
Story

Runa is a joyful girl from Kyoto who loves celebrating
New Year's with her family. As the year comes to an
end, Runa helps her parents clean the house, a special
tradition called "osouji." On New Year's Eve, Runa and
her family gather to eat a special meal called "osecht"
with dishes like sushi and mochi. At midnight, they
ring a bell to welcome the New Year. On New Year's
Day, Runa visits a shrine with her family to pray for
good luck and happiness. They enjoy watching
colorful kites flying high in the sky and playing
traditional games like "fukuwarai." Runa feels grateful
for her family and the joyful traditions that make New
Year's special.

Vocabulary Practice

¢ Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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pray: §1 % good luck: s&:& happiness: =&
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kite: Jil traditional: Gt D grateful: J&3H L T

Reading Comprehension Questions

»¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before

skipping to the sample answers.

1. How does Runa help her parents?
2. What kind of dishes are called osechi?
3. What does Runa do at midnight?

4.What does Runa do on New Years day?

Your Thoughts

2% Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the

questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

5. Do you participate in traditions like osouji or osechr?
6. Do you visit the shrine on New Years Day?

/. How do you celebrate New Years?

8. What is your favorite holiday?

Sample Answers

1. She helps her parents clean the house.

2. They are dishes like sushi and mochi.

3. Sherings a bell to welcome the New Year.
4. She visits a shrine with her family.
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5. No, I don't. My family doesn’t do those sorts of
traditions.

6. Some years | do, but not every year because it is so
crowded.

7. | watch the Kohaku Uta Gassen.

8. My favorite holiday is Halloween.
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