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Reading & Speaking Practice #37

Story

The remains of the 2,000-year-old city of Palmyra can be
found in the heart of the Syrian Desert. The site is famed for
its monumental ruins and colonnaded boulevards. In its
heyday, Palmyra served as a hub for a major trade route
linking the Roman Empire to Asia. There were other, shorter
trade routes connecting Rome to Asia, but they passed
through several independent chiefdoms, each of which
demanded a high toll from passing traders. Palmyra
guaranteed merchants passage across the desert region in
return for a single tariff. To ensure this passage, Palmyra
officials recruited Bedouin desert nomads to provide
security and act as guides.

It is easy to understand why Palmyra flourished
economically, but how did this city of nearly 100,000 people
manage to obtain enough food and water in the middle of a
desert? To find the answer to this question, Professor Jorgen
Christian Meyer investigated the area surrounding the city.
He discovered the remains of a network of manmade
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channels and reservoirs, which he believes were used to
divert seasonal rivers and store the area’s limited rainwater.
This system would have provided a constant supply of water
for the cultivation of crops and human consumption.

Vocabulary
. remains EPR, B
. colonnaded KD B 5
. boulevard KaHE Y
. heyday SRR 1
. hub HRL L, LT
. chiefdom mRE. /NE
. toll SGIRERS
. tariff ESVNY S
. recruit mET 5. ED
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. Bedouin XMy 4 v GEWRER)

. homad R

. cultivation FHE. B

. manmade ANLD

. reservoir oKt

. divert FhxEs, 267
Questions

1.Where are the remains of Palmyra located?

2.What was Palmyra famous for in its heyday?

3.What made Palmyra an important trade hub?

4.Why did traders prefer the route through Palmyra?
5.How did Palmyra ensure safe passage for merchants?
6.What economic question is raised about Palmyra?
7.Who investigated how Palmyra got its food and water?

8.What did Professor Meyer discover near Palmyra?
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9.How did the water system work?

10. Why was the water system important for Palmyra?

Answers

1.Where are the remains of Palmyra located?
In the heart of the Syrian Desert.

2.What was Palmyra famous for in its heyday?
Its monumental ruins and colonnaded boulevards, and
being a trade hub.

3.What made Palmyra an important trade hub?
It offered a single tariff and safe passage for merchants
crossing the desert.

4.Why did traders prefer the route through Palmyra?
Because other routes passed through several chiefdoms
that charged high tolls.

5.How did Palmyra ensure safe passage for merchants?
By recruiting Bedouin desert nomads to provide security
and act as guides.
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6.What economic question is raised about Palmyra?

How the city supported nearly 100,000 people in the
desert.

7.Who investigated how Palmyra got its food and water?
Professor Jorgen Christian Meyer.

8.What did Professor Meyer discover near Palmyra?
The remains of manmade channels and reservoirs.

9.How did the water system work?

It diverted seasonal rivers and stored rainwater for
continuous use.

10. Why was the water system important for Palmyra?
It provided a constant water supply for crops and
people.
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