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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #36 

A License to Scan 

Story   
A new law-enforcement tool, praised by police in the U.S. as 
<essential,= has privacy advocates up in arms. The 
controversy surrounds license plate scanners, which use 
cameras to automatically scan and record the license-plate 
numbers of every car that passes by. The scanners are being 
installed in towns and cities across the nation with little 
notice and even less public debate. The devices, which can 
be attached to police patrol cars or stationary objects such 
as buildings and telephone poles, send the information they 
collect to a central database. Police o昀케cers have real-time 
access to this data, and can locate a vehicle involved in a 
crime almost immediately by searching the database for a 
particular license-plate number. Additionally, the system 
sends an alert if a plate belonging to a wanted offender is 
scanned. 

However, since there are no laws regarding how the 
information may be used, critics worry that the movements 
of law-abiding citizens could be tracked without their 
consent. For example, the scanners could identify people 
attending a political event, visiting a drug treatment center, 
or conducting other private but legal activities. Many feel 
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that legislation must be enacted, and that public debate 
regarding the use of license-plate scanners is necessary. 

 

Vocabulary 

• law-enforcement  法執行ÿ警察zyĀ 

• praise      称賛す» 

• advocate     擁護者1�張者 

• controversy    Þ争 

• license plate   ナンðープüーø 

• scanner      スキャナー 

• automatically   自×的{ 

• record      �³す» 

• stationary     固定さ¼�1×{zい 

• database     ÷ータベース 

• real-time     úアûタイð 

• offender     犯罪者 
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• consent      \意 

• legislation    法律1立法 

• debate      議Þ 

 

Questions 

1. What is the new law-enforcement tool discussed in the 
story? 

2. How do license plate scanners work? 

3. Where can these scanners be installed? 

4. What happens to the data collected by the scanners? 

5. How can police use the scanners to catch criminals? 

6. What happens if a wanted offender’s plate is scanned? 

7. Why are privacy advocates concerned about these 
scanners? 

8. What are some private but legal activities the scanners 
could reveal? 

9. Why do many people feel new laws are needed? 

10. What does the speaker suggest about public debate 
on this issue? 
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Answers 

1. What is the new law-enforcement tool discussed in the 
story? 

License plate scanners. 

2. How do license plate scanners work? 

They use cameras to scan and record the license-plate 
numbers of passing cars. 

3. Where can these scanners be installed? 

On police patrol cars or on stationary objects like 
buildings and telephone poles. 

4. What happens to the data collected by the scanners? 

It is sent to a central database. 

5. How can police use the scanners to catch criminals? 

They can search the database for a particular license-
plate number and locate a suspect’s car almost 
immediately. 

6. What happens if a wanted offender’s plate is scanned? 

The system sends an alert to the police. 

7. Why are privacy advocates concerned about these 
scanners? 

Because there are no laws regulating the use of the data, 



This document is for use in �Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited. 
 

 

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL&無断使用禁止 

people’s movements could be tracked without their 
consent. 

8. What are some private but legal activities the scanners 
could reveal? 

Attending a political event, visiting a drug treatment 
center, or other private activities. 

9. Why do many people feel new laws are needed? 

To regulate how the collected information can be used 
and to protect privacy. 

10. What does the speaker suggest about public debate 
on this issue? 

That it is necessary for the public to discuss the use of 
license plate scanners. 
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G1 読ë＆スピーキンÀ練習 üóスン #36   

スキャン~許ÿ証 

アñúカ~警察|<Oÿ欠=x称賛す»新しい法執行ôーû{対
し1プùイðシー保護²訴え»人々|強�反発しvい~す2Þ争~
中心�1ナンðープüーøスキャナーwす2こ¼�カñùw通過す
»すyv~車~ナンðープüーø²自×w読�×º1�³す»²~
wす2こうし�スキャナー�1{x³y告知²議Þ²zい~~1全
米~町や都市{設置さ¼vい~す2スキャナー�ñøカーや建物1
電柱zy~固定物{×ºÞ�¹¼1集±�情報²中央~÷ータベー
ス{送信し~す2警察官�こ~÷ータ{úアûタイðwア¿セスw
}1特定~ナンðープüーø番÷²検索す»こxw1犯罪{関与し
�車²{|即座{発見w}~す2さ¹{1指名k配犯~車~ナンð
ー|スキャンさ¼»x1警察{アùーø|送信さ¼~す2 

し{し1こ~情報~利用方法{関す»法律|zい�±1批判者��
�<法²Û»市民~行×|本人~\意z�追跡さ¼vし~う~w
�=x懸念しvい~す2例え�1政治イベンø{参òし�人や1­
物治療施設²訪¼�人1}~Þ~プùイベーø�|\法的z活×|
特定さ¼vし~うÿ能性|あº~す2[�~人�1法律~制定x1
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ナンðープüーøスキャナー~利用{tいv~公開討Þ|必要�x
考えvい~す2 

 

語彙ÿÜ»Ā 

• 法執行 

• 称賛す» 

• 擁護者1�張者 

• Þ争 

• ナンðープüーø 

• スキャナー 

• 自×的{ 

• �³す» 

• 固定さ¼� 

• ÷ータベース 

• úアûタイð 

• 犯罪者 

• \意 

• 法律1立法 

• 議Þ 

 

質問xÞ答ÿÜ»Ā 

1. こ~ûw扱わ¼vい»新しい法執行ôーû�何wす{？ 

ナンðープüーøスキャナーwす2 
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2. ナンðープüーøスキャナー�y~¸う{作×し~す{？ 

カñùw通過す»車~ナンðー²自×的{読�×º1�³し~
す2 

3. スキャナー�yこ{設置w}~す{？ 

ñøカーや建物1電柱zy~固定物{設置w}~す2 

4. スキャナー|集±�÷ータ�yうzº~す{？ 

中央~÷ータベース{送信さ¼~す2 

5. 警察�こ~スキャナー²使svy~¸う{犯罪者²捕~え~す
{？ 

÷ータベースw特定~ナンðー²検索し1容疑者~車²す�{
特定w}~す2 

6. 指名k配犯~ナンðー|スキャンさ¼�場\yうzº~す{？ 

シスöð|警察{アùーø²送º~す2 

7. z|プùイðシー擁護者�こ~スキャナー²懸念しvい~す
{？ 

情報~利用{関す»法律|z�1\意z�人々~移×|追跡さ
¼»{¹wす2 
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8. スキャナーw特定さ¼»ÿ能性|あ»プùイベーø�|\法的
z活×�？ 

政治イベンøx~参òや1­物治療施設~訪問zywす2 

9. z|[�~人�新しい法律|必要�x考えvい~す{？ 

集±�情報~利用²�制し1プùイðシー²Û»�±wす2 

10. û者�こ~問題{tいv公開討Þ{tいvyう言svい~
す{？ 

ナンðープüーøスキャナー~利用{tいv公開討Þ|必要�
x述yvい~す2 

 


