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Reading & Speaking Practice #36

Story

A new law-enforcement tool, praised by police in the U.S. as
“essential,” has privacy advocates up in arms. The
controversy surrounds license plate scanners, which use
cameras to automatically scan and record the license-plate
numbers of every car that passes by. The scanners are being
installed in towns and cities across the nation with little
notice and even less public debate. The devices, which can
be attached to police patrol cars or stationary objects such
as buildings and telephone poles, send the information they
collect to a central database. Police officers have real-time
access to this data, and can locate a vehicle involved in a
crime almost immediately by searching the database for a
particular license-plate number. Additionally, the system
sends an alert if a plate belonging to a wanted offender is
scanned.

However, since there are no laws regarding how the
information may be used, critics worry that the movements
of law-abiding citizens could be tracked without their
consent. For example, the scanners could identify people
attending a political event, visiting a drug treatment center,
or conducting other private but legal activities. Many feel
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that legislation must be enacted, and that public debate
regarding the use of license-plate scanners is necessary.

Vocabulary
. law-enforcement  EEUT (BRA L)
. praise (1= WA
. advocate B, FRE
. controversy ik
. license plate F U N—=T L —}
. scanner Ax ¥ —
. automatically HENHYIC
. record LT B
. stationary [EE X Nz, Eid 7z
. database T =R R— R
. real-time YT NVZA L
. offender LIEE
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. consent A &=

. legislation R, VLR
. debate o
Questions

1.What is the new law-enforcement tool discussed in the
story?

2.How do license plate scanners work?

3.Where can these scanners be installed?

4.What happens to the data collected by the scanners?
5.How can police use the scanners to catch criminals?
6.What happens if a wanted offender’s plate is scanned?

7.Why are privacy advocates concerned about these
scanners?

8.What are some private but legal activities the scanners
could reveal?

9.Why do many people feel new laws are needed?

10. What does the speaker suggest about public debate
on this issue?
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Answers

1.What is the new law-enforcement tool discussed in the
story?
License plate scanners.

2.How do license plate scanners work?
They use cameras to scan and record the license-plate
numbers of passing cars.

3.Where can these scanners be installed?
On police patrol cars or on stationary objects like
buildings and telephone poles.

4.What happens to the data collected by the scanners?
It is sent to a central database.

5.How can police use the scanners to catch criminals?
They can search the database for a particular license-
plate number and locate a suspect’s car almost
immediately.

6.What happens if a wanted offender’s plate is scanned?
The system sends an alert to the police.

7.Why are privacy advocates concerned about these
scanners?
Because there are no laws regulating the use of the data,
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people’'s movements could be tracked without their
consent.

8.What are some private but legal activities the scanners
could reveal?
Attending a political event, visiting a drug treatment
center, or other private activities.

9.Why do many people feel new laws are needed?
To regulate how the collected information can be used
and to protect privacy.

10. What does the speaker suggest about public debate
on this issue?
That it is necessary for the public to discuss the use of
license plate scanners.
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