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Reading & Speaking Practice #34

Story

Canine melanoma is one of the deadliest types of cancer a
dog can get. Until recently, dogs diagnosed with melanoma
were generally expected to die within five months. The usual
treatment is either radiation therapy or surgery, but the
effectiveness of both methods is limited.

In 2007, however, an American animal health company
received federal approval for a new vaccine to treat canine
melanoma. While it does not cure the disease outright, the
vaccine can extend a dog's life by a year or more when used
in conjunction with surgery. It is also much cheaper than
conventional treatments like chemotherapy.

The vaccine works by stimulating the dog’s immune system
to attack the cancerous cells. It is the first cancer vaccine
ever licensed in the United States. Some people disapprove,
arguing that finding a cure for human cancer should be a
higher priority than helping dogs. However, scientists hope
that by studying how the vaccine works, they can eventually
develop a similar treatment for melanoma in humans. After
all, like canine melanoma, human melanoma often results
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from inherited sensitivity to certain environmental
conditions.

Vocabulary

canine melanoma vaccine
immune system therapy conventional
stimulate cancerous inherited
Questions

1.What is canine melanoma?
It is one of the deadliest types of cancer in dogs.

2.What was the typical outcome for dogs with melanoma
before the vaccine?
They usually died within five months.

3.What are the usual treatments for canine melanoma?
Radiation therapy and surgery.

4.What is special about the vaccine developed in 2007?
It was the first cancer vaccine licensed in the U.S.

5.Does the vaccine cure the disease?
No, but it can extend a dog’s life by a year or more.
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6.How does the vaccine work?
It stimulates the dog’s immune system to attack cancer
cells.

7.What is one advantage of the new vaccine?
It is much cheaper than chemotherapy.

8.Why do some people oppose the vaccine?
They think finding a cure for human cancer should be
more important.

9.What do scientists believe about this vaccine?
Studying it may help develop similar treatments for human
melanoma.

10. What causes both canine and human melanoma?
An inherited sensitivity to certain environmental
conditions.
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