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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #34 

A Vaccine for Dogs 

Story   
Canine melanoma is one of the deadliest types of cancer a 
dog can get. Until recently, dogs diagnosed with melanoma 
were generally expected to die within 昀椀ve months. The usual 
treatment is either radiation therapy or surgery, but the 
effectiveness of both methods is limited. 

In 2007, however, an American animal health company 
received federal approval for a new vaccine to treat canine 
melanoma. While it does not cure the disease outright, the 
vaccine can extend a dog’s life by a year or more when used 
in conjunction with surgery. It is also much cheaper than 
conventional treatments like chemotherapy. 

The vaccine works by stimulating the dog’s immune system 
to attack the cancerous cells. It is the 昀椀rst cancer vaccine 
ever licensed in the United States. Some people disapprove, 
arguing that 昀椀nding a cure for human cancer should be a 
higher priority than helping dogs. However, scientists hope 
that by studying how the vaccine works, they can eventually 
develop a similar treatment for melanoma in humans. After 
all, like canine melanoma, human melanoma often results 
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from inherited sensitivity to certain environmental 
conditions. 

 

Vocabulary 

canine       melanoma      vaccine 

immune system   therapy       conventional 
stimulate      cancerous      inherited 

 

Questions 

1. What is canine melanoma? 

It is one of the deadliest types of cancer in dogs. 

2. What was the typical outcome for dogs with melanoma 
before the vaccine? 

They usually died within 昀椀ve months. 

3. What are the usual treatments for canine melanoma? 

Radiation therapy and surgery. 

4. What is special about the vaccine developed in 2007? 

It was the 昀椀rst cancer vaccine licensed in the U.S. 

5. Does the vaccine cure the disease? 

No, but it can extend a dog’s life by a year or more. 
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6. How does the vaccine work? 

It stimulates the dog’s immune system to attack cancer 
cells. 

7. What is one advantage of the new vaccine? 

It is much cheaper than chemotherapy. 

8. Why do some people oppose the vaccine? 

They think 昀椀nding a cure for human cancer should be 
more important. 

9. What do scientists believe about this vaccine? 

Studying it may help develop similar treatments for human 
melanoma. 

10. What causes both canine and human melanoma? 

An inherited sensitivity to certain environmental 
conditions. 

G1 読ë＆スピーキンÀ練習 レッスン #34 

犬~�±~ワ¿チン 

ストーúーÿ和訳Ā 

犬~ñùノーマ�1犬|{{»|³~中w²最²致命的zタイプ~一tw
y2tく最近~w1ñùノーマx診断u¼�犬�通常15{月以内{{亡y
»x予想u¼vい~し�2一般的z治療法�放射線療法{外科手術wy
|1y�¹²効果�限定的wy2 
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し{し 2007年1アñúカ~×物{療_社|1犬~ñùノーマ²治療y»新
しいワ¿チン{tいv連邦政府~承認²受け~し�2s~ワ¿チン�病気
²完全{治yわけw�あº~{³|1手術x併用y»sxw犬~寿命² 1

年以上延�ysx|w}~y2~�1化学療法~¸うz従来~治療法¸º
²�»{{安価wy2 

s~ワ¿チン�1犬~免疫システð²zïしv|³細胞²攻çu{»仕組
�wy2s¼�アñúカw初±v認可u¼�|³ワ¿チンwy2 

一部~人�s¼{反対しvzº1<人間~|³治療~開発{資源²�うほう
|優先u¼»べ}�=x主張しvい~y2し{し科学者���1s~ワ¿
チン~仕組�²詳しく研究y»sxw1人間~ñùノーマ{²応用w}»
治療法~開発|可能{z»x考えvい~y2ß際1犬~ñùノーマx\様
{1人間~ñùノーマ²特定~環境要因{対y»ú_的z感受性{¸sv
発生y»sx|あ»~wy2 

 

語彙ÿ和訳Ā 

犬~    ñùノーマ   ワ¿チン 

免疫システð 治療     従来~ 

zïy»   |³性~   ú_性~ 

 

î問xÞ答ÿ和訳Ā 
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1. 犬~ñùノーマx�何wy{？ 

 犬|{{»最²致命的z|³~一twy2 

2. ワ¿チン|w}»前1ñùノーマ~犬�yうzsvい~し�{？ 

 �いvい 5{月以内{{亡しvい~し�2 

3. 犬~ñùノーマ~一般的z治療法�何wy{？ 

 放射線療法x手術wy2 

4. 2007年{開発u¼�ワ¿チン~特徴�？ 

 アñúカw初±v認可u¼�|³ワ¿チンwy2 

5. s~ワ¿チン�病気²治{~y{？ 

 いいえ1w²寿命² 1年以上延�ysx|w}~y2 

6. ワ¿チン�y~¸う{作用し~y{？ 

 犬~免疫システð²zïしv|³細胞²攻çu{~y2 

7. s~新しいワ¿チン~利ù�何wy{？ 

 化学療法¸º²zsx安価wy2 

8. z|一部~人�s~ワ¿チン{反対しvい»~wy{？ 

 人間~|³治療²優先yべ}�x考えvい»{¹wy2 

9. 科学者���s~ワ¿チン{tいvyう考えvい~y{？ 

 人間~ñùノーマ治療{²応用w}»x考えvい~y2 

10. 犬x人間~ñùノーマ�何|原因wy{？ 

 あ»環境要因{対y»ú_的z感受性|原因wy2 


