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Reading & Speaking Practice #32

Story

One way the police locate illicit items such as drugs and
weapons is by using specially trained dogs known as
detection dogs. These dogs are important because they give
police officers legal cause to search cars, luggage, and
people. Tests have shown that when illicit items are present,
detection dogs usually find them. However, they also give
many false alerts. Depending on how well the handlers and
dogs are trained, false alerts can occur between 50 and 80%
of the time.

Some people oppose the use of detection dogs for this
reason, arguing it casts doubt on the overall legality of
searches.

A research team at the University of California carried out a
study to find out why false alerts occur. The study showed
that when handlers suspect illicit items to be present, they
inadvertently guide their dogs to them. Handlers give
unconscious physical cues, which may be as subtle as a turn
of their head or a change in the direction of their gaze.

Team member Lisa Lit emphasizes that this discovery is not
an argument against using detection dogs. She suggests the
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problem can be solved with improved training for both dogs
and handlers.

Vocabulary

detection dog illicit false alert
handler subtle cue

gaze inadvertently legal cause
Questions

1. What are detection dogs trained to find?
They are trained to locate illicit items like drugs and weapons.

2. Why are detection dogs important for police officers?
They give police officers a legal reason to search cars, bags, and
people.

3. What is a problem with detection dogs?
They often give false alerts, even when no illicit items are
present.

4. How often do false alerts happen, according to the story?
They occur 50 to 80% of the time, depending on the training.

5. Why do some people oppose the use of detection dogs?
Because the high number of false alerts may affect the legality
of searches.

6. What did the University of California study try to find out?
It tried to find out why false alerts happen.
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7. What did the study reveal about dog handlers?
Handlers may unintentionally guide their dogs using subtle
physical cues.

8. What are some examples of these physical cues?
Turning their head or changing the direction of their gaze.

9. What is Lisa Lit's opinion about detection dogs?
She believes they are useful and the issue can be solved with
better training.

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
Even useful tools need proper training and awareness to avoid
mistakes.
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