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Reading & Speaking Practice #30

Story

Researchers from the University of the Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, South Africa, recently analyzed an ancient
type of glue made in southern Africa about 70,000 years ago.
By recreating the substance, the researchers discovered that
early humans were surprisingly skilled at combining natural
chemicals to create extremely durable glue.

These Stone-Age chemists combined gum from acacia trees
with red ocher, a natural pigment containing iron. The
resulting glue was used to bond parts of tools together.
Archaeologists once believed that red ocher was mainly
used for decoration, but researchers now know it actually
helped strengthen the glue and make it last longer.

Making such effective glue wasn't easy. Early craftsmen had
to adjust their recipes depending on the iron content of the
ocher and the chemical properties of the gum. Even though
they didnt have modern scientific knowledge, they were still
able to fine-tune their glue to make it strong and long-lasting.

This ability to adapt and improve their recipes shows that
these early humans had advanced thinking skills. Their
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clever methods reveal how creative and intelligent Stone-Age
people really were.

Vocabulary

Stone Age red ocher acacia tree
bond pigment durable
fine-tune chemical prehistoric
Questions

1.What did researchers analyze in South Africa?
They analyzed an ancient type of glue made about 70,000
years ago.

2.What materials did early humans use to make glue?
They used gum from acacia trees and red ocher.

3.What was surprising about the glue-making process?
Early humans were skilled at mixing natural chemicals
without modern science.

4.What was the glue used for?
It was used to bond parts of tools together.

5.What did people used to believe about red ocher?
They believed it was used only for decoration.
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6.What did researchers discover about red ocher?
It actually helped strengthen the glue and made it more
durable.

7.How did early humans improve their glue recipes?
They adjusted them based on different iron levels and
gum types.

8.What does the story suggest about Stone-Age people?
That they had advanced thinking and problem-solving
skills.

9.Why is this discovery important?
It shows that early humans were more intelligent and
creative than we thought.

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
Even without modern tools, people can solve problems
with creativity and careful thinking.
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