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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #18
Story:The Ocean’'s Sorrow

In the vast expanse of the ocean, a tragedy unfolded
beneath the waves, leaving an indelible mark on
marine life and coastal communities. The
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, a catastrophic event
that gripped the Gulf of Mexico in 2010, serves as a
stark reminder of the environmental perils tied to
human activities.

As the sun dipped below the horizon, the Deepwater
Horizon drilling rig stood proudly, a symbol of
humanity's quest for energy beneath the ocean's
surface. However, this tale took a dark turn when a
well blowout unleashed an uncontrollable torrent of
oil into the Gulf waters. The repercussions were swift
and severe.

Marine ecosystems, once teeming with life,
succumbed to the toxic embrace of crude oil. Fish,
birds, and other creatures faced an unprecedented
threat to their existence. Coastal habitats, including
pristine beaches, felt the grim touch of oil slicks,
transforming them into desolate landscapes.

Efforts to contain the spill proved challenging, with
images of oil-soaked wildlife haunting the collective
consciousness. The magnitude of the disaster raised
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questions about the environmental cost of our
relentless pursuit of fossil fuels. The Gulf's delicate
balance was disrupted, leaving scars that would
persist for years.

Scientists, environmentalists, and communities
united in their response to mitigate the damage and
seek justice. The incident sparked discussions about
the need for stringent safety measures in offshore
drilling and prompted a reevaluation of our reliance
on oil.

While the Gulf of Mexico continues its slow healing
process, the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill remains
etched in history as a cautionary tale. The quest
for sustainable energy and responsible
environmental stewardship becomes more urgent as
we navigate the delicate dance between progress
and the planet's well-being.

Vocabulary Practice
Choose some words and try making sentences.

indelible: 4+ 7z \» catastrophic: 1) 7z stark: B L
VW, < D quest: K repercussion: [E), 2
succumb to: ~ICET 5. Al 5 teeming with: ~Tuw»
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> XD desolate: FiiH & L 72 haunting: =415 u7a s,
DICBE X fiF < mitigate: #1517 % stringent: Bit& 7z

cautionary: Z &1 7x

Reading Comprehension Questions:Find the
answer in the text. Try answering the questions
yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

What was the name of the oil spill mentioned
in the text?

When and where did the oil spill happen?

What caused the oil to be released into the
ocean?

What happened to the marine ecosystems
and coastal habitats?

What did the incident prompt a reevaluation
of?

Your Thoughts:Give your own opinion about these
questions. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.

6.

What is the most shocking aspect of this
environmental tragedy to you?
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8.

O.

10. What is the main message of this story?

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

Do you think humanity has learned from the

Deepwater Horizon disaster?

What measures do you think are most
effective for preventing future oil spills?

How can individuals contribute to
environmental protection in their daily lives?

Sample Answers

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

It was the Deepwater Horizon Qil Spill.
It happened in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.
A well blowout unleashed an uncontrollable

torrent of oil.

They succumbed to the toxic oil, and coastal
habitats were transformed into desolate

landscapes.

It prompted a reevaluation of our reliance on

oil.

The most shocking aspect to me is the long-
lasting damage to the environment and the
animals. It's hard to imagine the scale of the

destruction.
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7. I think we have learned to some extent, but
as long as we continue to rely on fossil fuels,
similar risks will remain.

8. I think the most effective measures would be
to invest heavily in renewable energy sources
and to enforce stricter regulations and safety
inspections on drilling operations.

9. Individuals can contribute by reducing their
own energy consumption, recycling, and
supporting companies and policies that prioritize
environmental stewardship.

10. The story teaches us that our pursuit of
energy has serious environmental consequences
and that we must seek more sustainable ways to
progress while protecting our planet.

HOEL A

ARz, BEIEO T TR Y, FEEVRLIRED 2 I 2 =7 4 I1CH
FRVEBRAZELE Lz, 201010 A XL aB2 B oT 4 — 7T 4 —
R — + F 74X VEFRmMBHERE WO BIR 2 kFH IR, AR oGHE)Ic
i SOV B oo 2 EE L LTHREEL TV T3,

KGRI IcoN, T4 —7 T4 —&— k74 XV E5O¥H|Y
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