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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #17 1 

StoryÿA Puzzle from the Ancient Past 2 

In the heart of Turkey lies Göbekli Tepe, an archaeological 3 

wonder that challenges our understanding of ancient 4 

civilizations. This site, often dubbed the world's oldest 5 

temple, has intrigued researchers and ignited debates about 6 

its purpose and the people who built it. 7 

Göbekli Tepe, meaning "Potbelly Hill" in Turkish, features 8 

massive stone pillars arranged in circular patterns. Dating 9 

back over 11,000 years, it predates structures like 10 

Stonehenge and the Great Pyramid of Giza. The site raises 11 

perplexing questions about the capabilities of its ancient 12 

builders. 13 

Archaeologists believe that Göbekli Tepe served a ritualistic 14 

or religious purpose, with its intricate carvings depicting 15 

animals, symbols, and possibly divine 昀椀gures. The level of 16 

craftsmanship and the monumental effort required for its 17 

construction challenge previous assumptions about the 18 

abilities of early hunter-gatherer societies. 19 

The identity of the people behind Göbekli Tepe remains a 20 

mystery. Some theories suggest that a community effort, 21 

possibly driven by shared beliefs or spiritual practices, led to 22 

its creation. Others propose that it was a center for 23 

communal activities, gatherings, or even a site of pilgrimage. 24 

While researchers continue to uncover the secrets buried 25 

beneath Göbekli Tepe's ancient stones, the site stands as a 26 
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testament to the ingenuity and cultural richness of our 27 

ancestors. The mysteries surrounding this archaeological 28 

marvel invite us to explore the depths of our shared human 29 

history, urging us to piece together the puzzle of Göbekli 30 

Tepe. 31 

 32 

Vocabulary Practice 33 

Choose some words and try making sentences. 34 

archaeological: 考÷学~ intrigue: 興味²}}» ignite: 火²35 

tq»,引}起sy perplexing: 当惑さ{» capabilities: 能力36 

intricate: 複雑z1入º組³� craftsmanship: 職人技 37 

monumental: 記ÿù的z1巨大z testament: 証拠1証 38 

ingenuity: 創意工夫 pilgrimage: 巡礼 39 

 40 

Reading Comprehension Questions 41 

Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions 42 

yourself before skipping to the sample answers. 43 

1. Where is Göbekli Tepe located? 44 

2. What does the name "Göbekli Tepe" mean? 45 

3. How old is the site? 46 

4. What do archaeologists believe was the purpose of 47 

Göbekli Tepe? 48 

5. What does the site stand as a testament to? 49 

 50 
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Your Thoughts 51 

Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering 52 

the questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers. 53 

6. Why do you think Göbekli Tepe is considered such a 54 

signi昀椀cant discovery? 55 

7. How do you think these ancient people managed to 56 

move and carve such large stones? 57 

8. What do you 昀椀nd most interesting about ancient 58 

civilizations? 59 

9. Do you believe there are other major archaeological sites 60 

yet to be discovered? 61 

10. What lesson can we learn from this story about 62 

ancient history? 63 

 64 

Sample Answers 65 

1. It is located in the heart of Turkey. 66 

2. The name means "Potbelly Hill." 67 

3. It dates back over 11,000 years. 68 

4. They believe it served a ritualistic or religious purpose. 69 

5. It stands as a testament to the ingenuity and cultural 70 

richness of our ancestors. 71 

6. I think it is signi昀椀cant because it challenges our 72 

assumptions about the abilities of early hunter-gatherer 73 

societies and suggests that complex social structures 74 

existed earlier than we thought. 75 
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7. I believe they must have used a system of rollers and 76 

ropes, along with a large number of people working 77 

together, to move the stones. They probably used 78 

primitive tools to carve them. 79 

8. I 昀椀nd the daily lives and beliefs of ancient people to be 80 

the most interesting. It's fascinating to imagine how they 81 

lived without modern technology. 82 

9. Yes, I believe there are many more archaeological sites 83 

buried underground or in remote locations that we 84 

haven't found yet. 85 

10. We can learn that our ancestors were far more 86 

capable and culturally rich than we previously assumed, 87 

and that there is still much we don't know about human 88 

history. 89 

 90 

 91 

 92 

 93 

 94 

 95 

 96 

 97 

 98 

 99 

 100 

 101 
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物語:÷代{¹~パºû 102 

øûコ~中心部{1÷代文明{対y»私��~理ë{挑戦y»考÷学的103 

驚異1¾ョù¿úûテú|あº~y2s~ú跡�1世界最÷~神殿x|104 

�¼»sx|[く1研究者��~関心²ù}tq1}~目的や建°w�105 

人々{tいv議論²引}起swv}~w�2 106 

øûコ語w<usく¹w�丘=²意味y»¾ョù¿úûテú�1円形~107 

模様{配置さ¼�巨大z石柱|特ÿwy211,000~以上前{さ{~|108 

º1¹øーンøン¸や¾¶~大ピùÿッù~¸うz建°物¸ºも÷いも109 

~wy2s~ú跡�1÷代~建設者��~能力{tいv1困惑さ{»¸110 

うz疑問²投r{qvい~y2 111 

考÷学者���1¾ョù¿úûテú|儀式や宗教的z目的w使わ¼�x112 

信xvzº1×物1·ンボû1}wvz}¹く神Öz人物²描い�複雑113 

z�刻|あº~y2}~職人技~üùûx1建設{必要z途方もzい労114 

力�1初期~狩猟採集社_~能力{関y»s¼~w~î説{挑戦wvい115 

~y2 116 

¾ョù¿úûテú~背後{い»人々~正体�謎~~~wy2いくt{~117 

説�1共通~信ÿやþ神的z慣習{駆º立v¹¼�共\体~努力|1}118 

~創°{tz|s�x示唆wvい~y2~�1共\~活×1集_1あ»119 

い�巡礼w~中心�s�x提唱y»人もい~y2 120 

研究者|¾ョù¿úûテú~÷代~石~O{埋も¼�ù密²ë}明{w121 

続q»一方w1s~ú跡�私��~祖先~創意工夫x文W的豊{さ~証122 

xwv立svい~y2s~考÷学的z驚異²巡»謎�1私��{共有さ123 

¼�人類~歴史~深さ²探求y»¸うÏw1¾ョù¿úûテúxいうパ124 

ºû²ë}明{y¸う私��²急}立vvい~y2 125 

 126 
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読ë問題:本文~中{¹答え²見tq~w·う2模範ë答²見»前{1自127 

分w質問{答えv�vく�さい2 128 

1. ¾ョù¿úûテú�ys{あº~y{？ 129 

2. <¾ョù¿úûテú=xいう名前�_²意味w~y{？ 130 

3. s~ú跡�y¼く¹い÷いwy{？ 131 

4. 考÷学者���1¾ョù¿úûテú~目的�_�s�x信xvい~y132 

{？ 133 

5. s~ú跡�_~証xwv立svい~y{？ 134 

 135 

あz�~考え:s¼¹~質問{tいv1あz�~意見²述べ~w·う2模136 

範ë答²見»前{1自分w質問{答えv�vく�さい2 137 

6. z|¾ョù¿úûテú�s¼{y重要z発見�x考え¹¼vい»~�138 

x思い~y{？ 139 

7. s¼¹~÷代~人々�1yうやsv}³z{大}z石²×{w�º�140 

s�ºw}�x思い~y{？ 141 

8. ÷代文明{tいv1あz�|最も面白いx思うsx�_wy{？ 142 

9. Þ{~�発見さ¼vいzい�要z考÷学的ú跡|あ»x思い~y{？ 143 

10. s~÷代史{関y»物語{¹1私���y~¸うz教訓²学vs144 

x|w}~y{？ 145 

 146 

模範ë答 147 

1. øûコ~中心部{あº~y2 148 
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2. }~名前�<usく¹w�丘=²意味w~y2 149 

3. 11,000~以上前{さ{~|º~y2 150 

4. 儀式や宗教的z目的w使わ¼�x信xvい~y2 151 

5. 私��~祖先~創意工夫x文W的豊{さ~証xwv立svい~y2 152 

6. }¼�1初期~狩猟採集社_~能力{関y»私��~î説{挑戦w1153 

複雑z社_構°|私��|考えvい�¸ºも早く{¹存在wvい�s154 

x²示唆wvい»~w1重要�x思い~y2 155 

7. 石²×{y{�1[く~人々|協力wv1ýーùーやýー÷~·¹テ156 

Ā²使s�{Õいあº~{³2z}¹く1原始的z道具²使sv石²157 

�s�~ww·う2 158 

8. ÷代~人々~日常生活や信ÿ|最も興味深いwy2現代~テ¿ノý¸159 

ーzww彼¹|y~¸う{暮¹wvい�{²想像y»~�魅力的w160 

y2 161 

9. �い1~�発見さ¼vいzい1wOや遠隔w{埋も¼�考÷学的ú跡162 

|�くさ³あ»x思い~y2 163 

10. 私��~祖先�1私��|以前考えvい�¸ºも�»{{有能w文W的164 

{も豊{wあº1人類~歴史{tいv~�÷¹zいsx|�くさ³あ»165 

xいうsx²学vsx|w}~y2 166 


