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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #17

Story - A Puzzle from the Ancient Past

In the heart of Turkey lies Gobekli Tepe, an archaeological
wonder that challenges our understanding of ancient
civilizations. This site, often dubbed the world's oldest
temple, has intrigued researchers and ignited debates about
its purpose and the people who built it.

Gobekli Tepe, meaning "Potbelly Hill" in Turkish, features
massive stone pillars arranged in circular patterns. Dating
back over 11,000 years, it predates structures like
Stonehenge and the Great Pyramid of Giza. The site raises
perplexing questions about the capabilities of its ancient
builders.

Archaeologists believe that Gobekli Tepe served a ritualistic
or religious purpose, with its intricate carvings depicting
animals, symbols, and possibly divine figures. The level of
craftsmanship and the monumental effort required for its
construction challenge previous assumptions about the
abilities of early hunter-gatherer societies.

The identity of the people behind Gobekli Tepe remains a
mystery. Some theories suggest that a community effort,
possibly driven by shared beliefs or spiritual practices, led to
its creation. Others propose that it was a center for
communal activities, gatherings, or even a site of pilgrimage.

While researchers continue to uncover the secrets buried
beneath Gobekli Tepe's ancient stones, the site stands as a
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testament to the ingenuity and cultural richness of our
ancestors. The mysteries surrounding this archaeological
marvel invite us to explore the depths of our shared human
history, urging us to piece together the puzzle of Gobekli
Tepe.

Vocabulary Practice

Choose some words and try making sentences.
archaeological: & &£ ® intrigue; Bk % % Z 3 ignite: K %
21F 3,5 22 Z 3 perplexing: 42X X & % capabilities: B¢ /1
intricate: #847x. A Y #HA 72 craftsmanship: F& A+

monumental: G2y 7. B K7 testament: SE#L., EE

ingenuity: & Tk pilgrimage: &1L

Reading Comprehension Questions

Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions
yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

1.Where is Gobekli Tepe located?
2.What does the name "Gobekli Tepe" mean?
3.How old is the site?

4.What do archaeologists believe was the purpose of
Gobekli Tepe?

5.What does the site stand as a testament t0?
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Your Thoughts

Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering
the questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

6.Why do you think Gobekli Tepe is considered such a
significant discovery?

7.How do you think these ancient people managed to
move and carve such large stones?

8.What do you find most interesting about ancient
civilizations?

9.Do you believe there are other major archaeological sites
yet to be discovered?

10.  What lesson can we learn from this story about
ancient history?

Sample Answers
1.1t is located in the heart of Turkey.
2.The name means "Potbelly Hill."
3.1t dates back over 11,000 years.
4.They believe it served a ritualistic or religious purpose.

5.It stands as a testament to the ingenuity and cultural
richness of our ancestors.

6.1 think it is significant because it challenges our
assumptions about the abilities of early hunter-gatherer
societies and suggests that complex social structures
existed earlier than we thought.
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7.1 believe they must have used a system of rollers and
ropes, along with a large number of people working
together, to move the stones. They probably used
primitive tools to carve them.

8.1 find the daily lives and beliefs of ancient people to be
the most interesting. It's fascinating to imagine how they
lived without modern technology.

9.Yes, | believe there are many more archaeological sites
buried underground or in remote locations that we
haven't found yet.

10.  We can learn that our ancestors were far more
capable and culturally rich than we previously assumed,
and that there is still much we don't know about human
history.
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