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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #16

Story
Shakespeare's Hidden Identity

The Bard, William Shakespeare, is renowned for his timeless
plays and sonnets, but beneath the literary brilliance lies a
mystery that has intrigued scholars for centuries.
Speculation surrounds the true identity of the person behind
the iconic works attributed to Shakespeare. While many
accept the Stratford-upon-Avon native as the playwright, a
persistent question lingers: Could someone else have
penned these masterpieces?

Some scholars propose alternative candidates, stirring
debate and igniting a literary mystery. Could it have been
Christopher Marlowe, Edward de Vere, or another figure from
the Elizabethan era? The lack of concrete evidence linking
Shakespeare to his writings fuels the intrigue.

Controversies extend to Shakespeare's education, with
skeptics questioning whether the man from a modest
background possessed the knowledge and linguistic
prowess showcased in his works. The mystery of how an
individual without a formal university education could exhibit
such literary genius adds layers to the enigma.

While mainstream academia attributes the works to
Shakespeare, dissenting voices persist. Theories suggesting
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collaborative efforts or hidden manuscripts contribute to the
mystique surrounding the authorship question.

As we navigate the pages of history, the true identity of the
literary luminary remains elusive. The enduring enigma
invites exploration, ensuring that the Shakespearean saga
continues to captivate minds and spark curiosity, leaving the
question of authorship an open book for aspiring detectives
of language and literature.

Vocabulary Practice Choose some words and try making sentences.

renowned: A 4 7z speculation: #£H] persistent: L2 Z >, 1R
SR intrigue: Bl % Z Z % controversy: i skeptics: 1#%¢
s prowess: B 7-HE 7] exhibit: #4935, 7”9 genius: K
¥ dissenting voices: &% 18 2 5 /= elusive: 8 2. &2 A D

72\ luminary: E 4 A

Reading Comprehension Questions:Find the answer in the
text. Try answering the questions yourself before skipping to
the sample answers.

1.What is the main mystery surrounding Shakespeare?

2.What are some of the alternative candidates for
Shakespeare's authorship?
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3.Why do some people question Shakespeare's education?

4.What do some theories suggest about the authorship of
his works?

5.According to the text, what does the mystery
surrounding Shakespeare invite?

Your Thoughts:Give your own opinion about these questions.
Try answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6.Why do you think people are so interested in the
question of Shakespeare's identity?

7.Do you believe that someone other than Shakespeare
could have written his plays?

8.What is the most fascinating aspect of this mystery to
you?

9.Why do you think his works have remained so popular
for centuries?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story about
historical mysteries?

Sample Answers
1.The mystery is the true identity of the person behind the

works attributed to him.
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2.Christopher Marlowe and Edward de Vere are mentioned
as alternative candidates.

3.Skeptics question whether a man from a modest
background without a formal university education could
have possessed such knowledge and linguistic prowess.

4.Some theories suggest collaborative efforts or hidden
manuscripts.

S5.It invites exploration, captivating minds and sparking
curiosity.

6.1 think people are interested because it's a historical
puzzle about one of the most famous writers ever. It's
exciting to think about.

7.1 believe that Shakespeare is the author because there is
no concrete proof that he is not, and the theory seems
too convenient.

8.The most fascinating aspect is how a person from a
modest background could possess such an extensive
vocabulary and deep knowledge of various subjects.

9.His works have remained popular because they explore
timeless themes like love, power, and revenge that
people can still relate to today.

10. We can learn that history often has unanswered
questions, and exploring them can be a fun and
engaging way to learn about the past.
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