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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #16 1 

Story 2 

Shakespeare's Hidden Identity 3 

The Bard, William Shakespeare, is renowned for his timeless 4 

plays and sonnets, but beneath the literary brilliance lies a 5 

mystery that has intrigued scholars for centuries. 6 

Speculation surrounds the true identity of the person behind 7 

the iconic works attributed to Shakespeare. While many 8 

accept the Stratford-upon-Avon native as the playwright, a 9 

persistent question lingers: Could someone else have 10 

penned these masterpieces? 11 

Some scholars propose alternative candidates, stirring 12 

debate and igniting a literary mystery. Could it have been 13 

Christopher Marlowe, Edward de Vere, or another 昀椀gure from 14 

the Elizabethan era? The lack of concrete evidence linking 15 

Shakespeare to his writings fuels the intrigue. 16 

Controversies extend to Shakespeare's education, with 17 

skeptics questioning whether the man from a modest 18 

background possessed the knowledge and linguistic 19 

prowess showcased in his works. The mystery of how an 20 

individual without a formal university education could exhibit 21 

such literary genius adds layers to the enigma. 22 

While mainstream academia attributes the works to 23 

Shakespeare, dissenting voices persist. Theories suggesting 24 
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collaborative efforts or hidden manuscripts contribute to the 25 

mystique surrounding the authorship question. 26 

As we navigate the pages of history, the true identity of the 27 

literary luminary remains elusive. The enduring enigma 28 

invites exploration, ensuring that the Shakespearean saga 29 

continues to captivate minds and spark curiosity, leaving the 30 

question of authorship an open book for aspiring detectives 31 

of language and literature. 32 

 33 

Vocabulary Practice Choose some words and try making sentences. 34 

renowned: 有名z speculation: 推n persistent: wtsい1根35 

強い intrigue: 興w²}}» controversy: 論争 skeptics: 懐疑36 

論者 prowess: 優¼�能力 exhibit: 発揮y»1示y genius: 天37 

才 dissenting voices: 異議²唱え»ø elusive: 捉えys½~38 

zい luminary: 著名人39 

 40 

Reading Comprehension Questions:Find the answer in the 41 

text. Try answering the questions yourself before skipping to 42 

the sample answers. 43 

1. What is the main mystery surrounding Shakespeare? 44 

2. What are some of the alternative candidates for 45 

Shakespeare's authorship? 46 
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3. Why do some people question Shakespeare's education? 47 

4. What do some theories suggest about the authorship of 48 

his works? 49 

5. According to the text, what does the mystery 50 

surrounding Shakespeare invite?51 

 52 

Your Thoughts:Give your own opinion about these questions. 53 

Try answering the questions yourself before skipping to the 54 

sample answers. 55 

6. Why do you think people are so interested in the 56 

question of Shakespeare's identity? 57 

7. Do you believe that someone other than Shakespeare 58 

could have written his plays? 59 

8. What is the most fascinating aspect of this mystery to 60 

you? 61 

9. Why do you think his works have remained so popular 62 

for centuries? 63 

10. What lesson can we learn from this story about 64 

historical mysteries?65 

 66 

Sample Answers 67 

1. The mystery is the true identity of the person behind the 68 

works attributed to him. 69 
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2. Christopher Marlowe and Edward de Vere are mentioned 70 

as alternative candidates. 71 

3. Skeptics question whether a man from a modest 72 

background without a formal university education could 73 

have possessed such knowledge and linguistic prowess. 74 

4. Some theories suggest collaborative efforts or hidden 75 

manuscripts. 76 

5. It invites exploration, captivating minds and sparking 77 

curiosity. 78 

6. I think people are interested because it's a historical 79 

puzzle about one of the most famous writers ever. It's 80 

exciting to think about. 81 

7. I believe that Shakespeare is the author because there is 82 

no concrete proof that he is not, and the theory seems 83 

too convenient. 84 

8. The most fascinating aspect is how a person from a 85 

modest background could possess such an extensive 86 

vocabulary and deep knowledge of various subjects. 87 

9. His works have remained popular because they explore 88 

timeless themes like love, power, and revenge that 89 

people can still relate to today. 90 

10. We can learn that history often has unanswered 91 

questions, and exploring them can be a fun and 92 

engaging way to learn about the past. 93 
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··´ク¹ô²~隠さ¼�正体 94 

詩Ö¶³ú²ム・··´ク¹ô²�1f代²超え�戯曲やソネッøw有名95 

wy|1}~文学的才能~裏{�1何世紀{²わ�sv学者��²ß了w96 

v}�謎|隠さ¼vい~y2··´ク¹ô²作xさ¼vい»象徴的z作品97 

~背後{い»人物~本当~正体{tいv1様々z憶n|飛s交svい~98 

y2[�~人々�1¹øùøõ¹ーù＝²ýó＝¸´ô¹ó出身~彼²劇99 

作家xwv受q入¼vい~y|1<s¼¹~傑作�Þ~誰{|書い�~w�100 

zい{？=xいう根強い疑問|残svい~y2 101 

一部~学者�別~候補者²提唱w1議論²巻}起sw1文学的z謎{火²102 

tqvい~y2¸ú¶ù¹朝f代~クú¹øõ±ー・þーロ¶1¸ùワー103 

ù・ù・ô³²ー1あ»い�別~人物�s�~ww·う{？··´ク¹ô104 

²x彼~著作²結stq»具体的z証â|不¿wvい»sx|1s~謎²105 

さ¹{深±vい~y2 106 

論争�··´ク¹ô²~教育{²及³wい~y2懐疑論者���1質素z107 

出自~人物|1彼~作品{示さ¼vい»¸うz知Ûx卓越w�言語能力²108 

csvい�~{疑問²呈wvい~y2正_z大学教育²受qvいzい人物109 

|1z|s¼ほy~文学的天才ぶº²発揮w}�~{xいう謎|1s~不110 

可解さ{さ¹z»深�²与えvい~y2 111 

主流~学界�··´ク¹ô²{作品²帰属さ{vい~y|1異議²唱え»112 

ø�根強�残svい~y2共同制作や隠さ¼�原稿²示唆y»説�1s~113 

作者{関y»謎²¸º神秘的z²~{wvい~y2歴史~úー¸²r²x114 

いv²1s~文学界~巨匠~本当~正体�依然xwv捉えys½|あº~115 

{³2s~消え»sx~zい謎�探求²促w1··´ク¹ô²²巡»物語116 
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�s¼{¹²人々~心²捉え1好奇心²掻}立v続q1作者{関y»問い117 

�言語や文学²ßy探偵��{xsvo解明~~~{残さ¼vい~y2118 

 119 

1. ··´ク¹ô²²巡»主z謎�何wy{？ 120 

2. ··´ク¹ô²~作者xwv1Þ{y³z候補者|{r¹¼vい~y121 

{？ 122 

3. z|一部~人々�··´ク¹ô²~教育{疑問²抱いvい»~wy123 

{？ 124 

4. 彼~作品~作者{tいv1い�t{~説�何²示唆wvい~y{？ 125 

5. 本文{¸»x1··´ク¹ô²²巡»謎�何²促wvい~y{？126 

 127 

6. z|人々�··´ク¹ô²~正体{関y»問題{s¼ほy興w²cs128 

vい»~�x}い~y{？ 129 

7. ··´ク¹ô²以外~誰{|彼~戯曲²書い�可能性|あ»x}い~130 

y{？ 131 

8. s~謎~中w1あz�{xsv最²興w深い点�何wy{？ 132 

9. z|彼~作品�何世紀{²わ�sv人気²保�続qvい»~�x}い133 

~y{？ 134 

10. s~歴史~謎{関y»話{¹1私���y~¸うz教訓²学ぶs135 

x|w}~y{？ 136 

模範解答 137 
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1. }~謎x�彼作xさ¼vい»作品~背後{い»人物~本当~正体wy 138 

2. クú¹øõ±ー・þーロ¶x¸ùワーù・ù・ô³²ー|1別~候補139 

者xwv{r¹¼vい~y2 140 

3. 懐疑論者���1質素z出自w正_z大学教育²受qvいzい人物141 

|1}~¸うz知Ûx卓越w�言語能力²csvい�~{yう{疑問142 

{}svい~y2 143 

4. い�t{~説�1共同制作や隠さ¼�原稿²示唆wvい~y2 144 

5. }¼�探求²促w1人々~心²ß了w1好奇心²{}立vvい~y2 145 

6. 人々�興w²csvい»~�x}い~y2z|z¹1s¼�史上最²146 

有名z作家~一人{関y»歴史的z謎�{¹wy2考え»�qwワク147 

ワクw~y2 148 

7. ··´ク¹ô²|作者�x信xvい~y2z|z¹1彼|作者w�z149 

いxいう具体的z証â�z�1}~説�都合|良y~»¸う{}え»150 

{¹wy2 151 

8. 最²興w深い点�1質素z出自~人物|1yうやsvs¼ほy広範z152 

語彙x様々z主題{関y»深い知Û²ctsx|w}�~{1xいう153 

点wy2 154 

9. 彼~作品�1愛1権力1復讐xいs�f代²超え�テーþ²探求wvz155 

º1現代~人々²共感w}»�±1人気²保�続qvい»~�x}い~y 156 

 157 

10.歴史{�o解明z疑問|w�w�あº1}¼¹²探求y»sx|1過去158 

{tいv楽w�1{中{z¼»方法wあ»sx²学ぶsx|w}~y2 159 


