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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #15
Story: From Decline to Revival: Pittsburgh's Inspiring Tale

Once known as "The Smoky City," Pittsburgh faced a
challenging period of economic decline in the mid-20th
century. The collapse of its once-dominant steel industry left
the city grappling with pollution and unemployment.

However, Pittsburgh's story took a remarkable turn,
showcasing resilience, innovation, and a commitment to
change. As the steel industry declined, the city faced the
need for a new economic identity. It embarked on a journey
of reinvention, focusing on diversification and embracing
emerging industries.

Institutions like Carnegie Mellon University and the
University of Pittsburgh played crucial roles in fostering
innovation and education. The city's investment in
technology, robotics, and healthcare sectors became key
drivers of its economic revival. Former industrial sites were
transformed into vibrant hubs for technological
advancements, contributing to Pittsburgh's reputation as a
thriving technology and education center.

Recognizing the importance of quality of life, Pittsburgh also
revitalized its riverfronts and green spaces. Abandoned
industrial sites gave way to parks and waterfront
developments, creating a more attractive and livable urban
environment.
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Pittsburgh's transformation serves as a beacon of hope for
other cities facing economic challenges. It demonstrates the
power of strategic planning, educational investment, and a
commitment to sustainable development. The city's journey
from the shadows of industrial decline to a bright future
stands as an inspiring example of resilience and adaptation.

Vocabulary Practice:Try making sentences using some of
these vocabulary words.

decline: =& revival: 1€1& grappling with: ~ & &3 %

resilience: 0178 77 reinvention: B4 diversification: % EE1L

embrace: f# % L % % robotics: 7R v + 1.2 hub: #.0»
==

transformation: Z 2 beacon: & % ® ¢ sustainable: Fific A]

HE 7%

Reading Comprehension Questions

Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions
yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

1.What was Pittsburgh's nickname in the mid-20th
century?

2.What happened to Pittsburgh's economy in the mid-20th
century?
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3.What two universities played important roles in
Pittsburgh's revival?

4.How did Pittsburgh improve its quality of life?

5.What does Pittsburgh's transformation serve as?

Your Thoughts

Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering
the questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

6.What do you think is the most important factor in a city's
revival?

7.Do you know of any other cities that have gone through a
similar transformation?

8.What do you think a city can do to attract new
businesses and talent?

9.Do you think the same kind of revival can happen in
other struggling cities around the world?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers
1.1t was known as "The Smoky City."

2.I1ts dominant steel industry collapsed, leading to
pollution and unemployment.
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3.Carnegie Mellon University and the University of
Pittsburgh played crucial roles.

4.1t revitalized its riverfronts and green spaces by turning
abandoned industrial sites into parks.

5.1t serves as a beacon of hope for other cities facing
economic challenges.

6.1 think investment in education and technology is the
most important factor because it creates a skilled
workforce for new industries.

7.Yes, | think Tokyo has transformed itself a lot over the
years, from a traditional city to a modern, technological
one.

8.1 believe a city can attract new businesses by investing
in infrastructure, offering tax incentives, and creating a
strong sense of community.

9.1think so, but it requires strong leadership, strategic
planning, and the support of the local community.

10. The story teaches us that even in the face of major
challenges, a city can reinvent itself through strategic
planning and a focus on innovation.
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