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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice #37 

The City of Palmyra 

Story 

The remains of the 2,000-year-old city of Palmyra can be 
found in the heart of the Syrian Desert. The site is famed for 
its monumental ruins and colonnaded boulevards. In its 
heyday, Palmyra served as a hub for a major trade route 
linking the Roman Empire to Asia. There were other, shorter 
trade routes connec琀椀ng Rome to Asia, but they passed 
through several independent chiefdoms, each of which 
demanded a high toll from passing traders. Palmyra 
guaranteed merchants passage across the desert region in 
return for a single tari昀昀. To ensure this passage, Palmyra 
o昀케cials recruited Bedouin desert nomads to provide 
security and act as guides. 

It is easy to understand why Palmyra 昀氀ourished 
economically, but how did this city of nearly 100,000 people 
manage to obtain enough food and water in the middle of a 
desert? To 昀椀nd the answer to this ques琀椀on, Professor Jorgen 
Chris琀椀an Meyer inves琀椀gated the area surrounding the city. 
He discovered the remains of a network of manmade 
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channels and reservoirs, which he believes were used to 
divert seasonal rivers and store the area’s limited rainwater. 
This system would have provided a constant supply of water 
for the cul琀椀va琀椀on of crops and human consump琀椀on. 

 

Vocabulary 

• remains       遺跡1遺構 

• colonnaded     列柱~あ» 

• boulevard      大通º 

• heyday       最ÿ期1全ÿ期 

• hub         中心地1拠点 

• chiefdom      酋長国1小国 

• toll         通行料 

• tari昀昀        関税1料Ñ 

• recruit        募集す»1雇う 
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• Bedouin       ベùウ³ンÿ遊牧民Ā 

• nomad        遊牧民 

• cul琀椀va琀椀on      �作1栽培 

• manmade       人工~ 

• reservoir       貯水池 

• divert        迂Þさ{»1}¹す 

 

Ques琀椀ons 

1. Where are the remains of Palmyra located? 

2. What was Palmyra famous for in its heyday? 

3. What made Palmyra an important trade hub? 

4. Why did traders prefer the route through Palmyra? 

5. How did Palmyra ensure safe passage for merchants? 

6. What economic ques琀椀on is raised about Palmyra? 

7. Who inves琀椀gated how Palmyra got its food and water? 

8. What did Professor Meyer discover near Palmyra? 
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9. How did the water system work? 

10. Why was the water system important for Palmyra? 

 

Answers 

1. Where are the remains of Palmyra located? 

In the heart of the Syrian Desert. 

2. What was Palmyra famous for in its heyday? 

Its monumental ruins and colonnaded boulevards, and 
being a trade hub. 

3. What made Palmyra an important trade hub? 

It o昀昀ered a single tari昀昀 and safe passage for merchants 
crossing the desert. 

4. Why did traders prefer the route through Palmyra? 

Because other routes passed through several chiefdoms 
that charged high tolls. 

5. How did Palmyra ensure safe passage for merchants? 

By recrui琀椀ng Bedouin desert nomads to provide security 
and act as guides. 
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6. What economic ques琀椀on is raised about Palmyra? 

How the city supported nearly 100,000 people in the 
desert. 

7. Who inves琀椀gated how Palmyra got its food and water? 

Professor Jorgen Chris琀椀an Meyer. 

8. What did Professor Meyer discover near Palmyra? 

The remains of manmade channels and reservoirs. 

9. How did the water system work? 

It diverted seasonal rivers and stored rainwater for 
con琀椀nuous use. 

10. Why was the water system important for Palmyra? 

It provided a constant water supply for crops and 
people. 

 

G1 ¯ë＆¹ピーキンÀ練習 üッ¹ン #37 

パûÿù~都市 

¹øーúーÿ和訳Ā 

} 2,000年前~都市パûÿù~遺跡�1·ú²砂漠~中心部{残s
vいます2こ~場所�壮大z遺構や列柱通ºw有名wす2全ÿ期~
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パûÿù�1ýーþ帝国x²¸²²結ぶ主要z交易ûーø~拠点x
しv栄えまし�2ýーþx²¸²²結ぶ他~短い交易ûーø²あº
まし�|1}¼¹�複数~þ立し�小国²通過し1}~�び{高額
z通行料²要求さ¼まし�2一方1パûÿù²通»ûーøw�1商
人�単一~料Ñw砂漠地帯²通過す»こx|w}まし�2}~�±
{1パûÿù~�人�ベùウ³ン遊牧民²雇い1警備や案内�²務
±さ{vいまし�2 

パûÿù|経済的{繁栄し�理由�分{ºやすいwす|1w�人口
|} 10万人²い�こ~都市|1yうやsv砂漠~真³中w十分z
食料x水²確保しvい�~wし·う{？こ~疑問²ë明す»�±1
øûゲン・¿ú¹チóン・þ´ôー教授�都市周辺²調査しまし
�2}~結果1人工~水路や貯水池~跡²発見しまし�2教授�こ
¼¹|1季節~川~水²迂Þさ{1限¹¼�雨水²貯±»�±{使
わ¼vい�x�えvいます2こ~·¹テĀ{¸sv1作物~栽培や
人々~�活{必要z水²常{供給w}�~wす2 

 

語彙ÿ和訳Ā 

• 遺跡1遺構 

• 列柱~あ» 

• 大通º 

• 最ÿ期1全ÿ期 
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• 中心地1拠点 

• 酋長国1小国 

• 通行料 

• 関税1料Ñ 

• 募集す»1雇う 

• ベùウ³ンÿ遊牧民Ā 

• 遊牧民 

• �作1栽培 

• 人工~ 

• 貯水池 

• 迂Þさ{»1}¹す 

 

質問xÞ答ÿ和訳Ā 

1. パûÿù~遺跡�yこ{あºます{？ 

·ú²砂漠~中心部{あºます2 

2. 全ÿ期~パûÿù�何w有名wし�{？ 

壮大z遺跡や列柱通º1}しv交易~中心地wあ»こxwす2 

3. パûÿù|重要z交易拠点{zs�理由�？ 

商人|単一~料Ñw安全{砂漠²通過w}�{¹wす2 

4. z|商人���パûÿù経由~ûーø²選びまし�{？ 

他~ûーø�複数~小国²通過し1}~�び{高い通行料|必
要�s�{¹wす2 
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5. パûÿù�y~¸う{しv商人~安全z通行²確保しまし�
{？ 

ベùウ³ン遊牧民²雇い1警備や案内�²さ{vいまし�2 

6. パûÿù{関す»経済的z疑問x�何wす{？ 

砂漠~真³中w1yうやsv} 10万人²~人々|食料や水²
得vい�~{xいう点wす2 

7. パûÿù~食料や水~調達{tいv調査し�~�誰wす{？ 

øûゲン・¿ú¹チóン・þ´ôー教授wす2 

8. þ´ôー教授�パûÿù~ßくw何²発見しまし�{？ 

人工~水路や貯水池~跡²発見しまし�2 

9. 水~·¹テĀ�y~¸う{機能しvいまし�{？ 

季節~川~水²迂Þさ{1雨水²�±v常時利用w}»¸う{
しvいまし�2 

10. こ~水·¹テĀ�パûÿù{xsvz|重要wし�{？ 

作物や人々~�活{必要z水²常{供給す»�±{重要wし
�2 


