Urban Planning for Long-Term Growth and Regional
Expansion

Part 1: Dialogue

Sophia (Urban Planner): Our city is projected to grow significantly over the
next two decades. We need to establish a regional growth boundary to
manage expansion.

Liam (Colleague): Agreed. Without a clear boundary, we risk uncontrolled
sprawl, which strains infrastructure and public services.

Sophia: Exactly. We should work closely with the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) to align our strategies with regional goals.

Liam: That’s a good approach. The MPO has data on transportation patterns,
economic growth, and housing demand.

Sophia: Another challenge is maintaining a balance at the urban-rural
interface. If we expand too quickly, we could disrupt farmland and natural
ecosystems.

Liam: Right. That’s why transit corridor planning is essential. Well-planned
transit routes can guide urban expansion more sustainably.

Sophia: Absolutely. By prioritizing public transportation, we can reduce
reliance on cars and prevent traffic congestion.

Liam: To support long-term planning, we should use a land use projection
model to simulate different growth scenarios.

Sophia: Good idea. That will help us make data-driven decisions and
anticipate infrastructure needs in growing areas.

Liam: Let’s refine our strategy and prepare a presentation for the city council
next week.



Part 2: Comprehension Questions

1. Why is a regional growth boundary important in urban planning?
(A) It encourages random expansion
(B) It limits population growth
(C) It helps control urban sprawl
(D) It removes zoning laws

2. What role does a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) play in city
planning?
(A) It constructs new buildings
(B) It regulates air pollution
(C) It coordinates regional transportation and land use policies
(D) It collects taxes for urban projects

3. How does a land use projection model assist planners?
(A) By determining future land use needs
(B) By preventing all new development
(C) By designing individual buildings
(D) By eliminating the need for zoning laws

4. What is a key benefit of transit corridor planning?
(A) It prioritizes car-based infrastructure
(B) It reduces reliance on public transportation
(C) It helps guide urban expansion sustainably
(D) It discourages mixed-use development

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions

. Regional growth boundary (B EIH ) — A designated limit to urban

expansion that helps prevent uncontrolled sprawl and protect
surrounding land.



. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) (K#&P 13 5T EIF%EE) - A

regional agency that coordinates transportation and urban planning
efforts across multiple jurisdictions.

. Urban-ruralinterface ({1 & B D 3E5) — The transition area between

urban development and rural land, which requires careful planning to
balance growth and conservation.

. Transit corridor planning (338 [B]ERE11H]) - The strategic development of

public transit routes to support sustainable urban expansion.

. Land use projection model (5] ¥ #E 7 V') - A simulation tool

used to estimate future land development patterns and infrastructure
needs.

Part 4: Answer Key

1. Why is a regional growth boundary important in urban planning?
(C) It helps control urban sprawl.

2. What role does a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) play in
city planning?

(C) It coordinates regional transportation and land use policies.

3. How does a land use projection model assist planners?

(A) By determining future land use needs.

4. What is a key benefit of transit corridor planning?

(C) It helps guide urban expansion sustainably.



