
Developing Sustainable Waste Management Strategies 

Part 1: Dialogue 

Emma (Urban Planner): We need to improve our city’s waste diversion rate. 
Currently, too much waste is ending up in landfills. 

Daniel (Colleague): I agree. A zero waste initiative could help by reducing 
overall waste generation and increasing recycling efforts. 

Emma: Absolutely. We should also focus on circular economy planning, 
where materials are reused and repurposed rather than discarded. 

Daniel: That would require better recycling incentive programs to encourage 
businesses and residents to participate actively. 

Emma: Good point. Additionally, we should invest in composting 
infrastructure to reduce food waste and turn organic material into usable 
compost. 

Daniel: I like that idea. What if we introduce community composting sites 
alongside standard recycling centers? 

Emma: That could work. We should also partner with local businesses to 
promote responsible waste management practices. 

Daniel: I’ll analyze data from cities with successful zero waste programs to see 
what strategies have worked best. 

Emma: Great! Let’s also prepare a public outreach campaign to educate 
residents about these new initiatives. 

Daniel: I’ll start drafting policy recommendations and proposal outlines for 
review. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 



1. What is one goal of zero waste initiatives? 
(A) To eliminate all waste disposal methods 
(B) To minimize waste and promote sustainable practices 
(C) To remove all waste bins from public areas 
(D) To increase landfill use for long-term storage 

2. Why is circular economy planning important for sustainable waste 
management? 
(A) It reduces waste by keeping materials in use longer 
(B) It increases landfill space for new developments 
(C) It eliminates the need for recycling programs 
(D) It focuses on reusing and repurposing materials 

3. How does a waste diversion rate help urban planners? 
(A) It tracks the amount of waste sent to recycling instead of landfills 
(B) It measures the effectiveness of landfill expansion projects 
(C) It calculates energy savings from composting facilities 
(D) It determines the total number of waste bins in a city 

4. What is a key benefit of investing in composting infrastructure? 
(A) It allows for faster garbage collection services 
(B) It reduces the amount of organic waste in landfills 
(C) It eliminates the need for waste separation 
(D) It increases plastic waste processing speed 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions 

• Zero waste initiative (ゼロ・ウェイスト・イニシアティブ) – A strategy 

aimed at reducing waste by recycling, reusing, and minimizing 
unnecessary disposal. 

• Waste diversion rate (廃棄物転換率) – The percentage of waste that is 

diverted from landfills to recycling or composting facilities. 



• Circular economy planning (循環型経済計画) – A system where 

resources are kept in use for as long as possible, reducing waste and 
maximizing sustainability. 

• Composting infrastructure (堆肥化インフラ) – Facilities and programs 

that process organic waste into compost for agricultural and landscaping 
use. 

• Recycling incentive programs (リサイクル奨励プログラム) – Policies 

that encourage individuals and businesses to recycle through financial or 
convenience-based incentives. 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. What is one goal of zero waste initiatives? 

     (B) To minimize waste and promote sustainable practices. 

2. Why is circular economy planning important for sustainable waste 
management? 

     (D) It focuses on reusing and repurposing materials. 

3. How does a waste diversion rate help urban planners? 

     (A) It tracks the amount of waste sent to recycling instead of landfills. 

4. What is a key benefit of investing in composting infrastructure? 

     (B) It reduces the amount of organic waste in landfills. 

 


