Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Response Planning

Part 1: Dialogue

Michael (Urban Planner): We need to update the city's hazard mitigation
plan to address recent extreme weather events. Have you reviewed the current
risks?

Emily (Colleague): Yes, and one major issue is the outdated floodplain zoning
regulations. Many developments are still being approved in high-risk areas.

Michael: That’s a big concern. We should propose stricter guidelines to
prevent new construction in flood-prone zones. Another priority is designing
better emergency evacuation routes.

Emily: Agreed. We need clearly marked routes that allow for quick and safe
evacuations. Also, our seismic resilience strategies should be reviewed,
especially for older buildings.

Michael: Good point. Retrofitting older structures will help minimize damage
during earthquakes. We also need a plan for reinforcing key infrastructure, like
bridges and tunnels.

Emily: Right, and we should ensure emergency services have access to these
areas. If roads collapse or are blocked, response times will be significantly
delayed.

Michael: Exactly. And what about our disaster recovery framework? We need
to streamline post-disaster rebuilding efforts so recovery can begin
immediately.

Emily: We should also establish temporary housing zones for displaced
residents. That way, they won’t have to leave the area while reconstruction is
underway.

Michael: That’s a great idea. Let’s draft a proposal that includes these
recommendations. If we get approval, we can start implementing changes
right away.



Emily: I’ll gather recent disaster reports and risk assessments. The more data
we have, the stronger our case will be. Let’s meet again tomorrow to finalize
the plan.

Part 2: Comprehension Questions

1. Whatis one of the key issues discussed in the city's hazard mitigation
plan?
(A) The lack of emergency shelters
(B) The need for updated floodplain regulations
(C) The high cost of disaster recovery
(D) The impact of population growth on transportation

2. Why is it important to review the seismic resilience of older buildings?
(A) To make them look more modern
(B) To increase their property value
(C) To ensure they can withstand earthquakes
(D) To improve overall city aesthetics

3. What does an emergency evacuation route help with?
(A) Providing emergency responders with direct access to flood zones
(B) Ensuring quick and safe movement of people during disasters
(C) Creating alternative routes for daily commuting
(D) Restricting access to high-risk areas
4. What is one goal of the disaster recovery framework?
A)
B)

C) To rebuild cities exactly as they were before
)

To prevent all natural disasters
To provide immediate relief and aid after an event
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D) To streamline the rebuilding process and start recovery quickly

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions



Hazard mitigation plan (£ ZE#R 151 H) - A strategy to reduce risks from

natural disasters through proactive planning and regulations.

Floodplain zoning (JEEJR /' — =  7') - Regulations that restrict

development in flood-prone areas to reduce damage from flooding.

Emergency evacuation route (R 2B EEER#R) - A designated pathway for

people to leave high-risk areas safely during emergencies.

Seismic resilience (HZ 18 77) - The ability of buildings and

infrastructure to withstand and recover from earthquakes.

Disaster recovery framework (5§ Z[BI{EH:H &) - A structured plan for

rebuilding and restoring services after a disaster.

Part 4: Answer Key

1

. What is one of the key issues discussed in the city's hazard mitigation

plan?
(B) The need for updated floodplain regulations

. Why is it important to review the seismic resilience of older

buildings?
(D) To improve overall city aesthetics

. What does an emergency evacuation route help with?

(B) Ensuring quick and safe movement of people during disasters

. What is one goal of the disaster recovery framework?

(D) To streamline the rebuilding process and start recovery quickly



