Developing Master Plans for Outdoor Spaces

Part 1: Dialogue

Liam (Landscape Architect): We’ve been asked to create a master plan for
the new city park. The goal is to make it both functional and inviting. Have you
had a chance to review the initial site analysis?

Emma (Colleague): Yes, | did. The terrain is mostly flat, but there’s a natural
slope on the east side that we should consider. How do we approach zoning
overlays to divide different activity zones?

Liam: We’ll use zoning overlays to designate areas for recreation,
conservation, and pedestrian pathways. This ensures that high-traffic and
quiet spaces don’t interfere with each other.

Emma: That makes sense. What about the spatial arrangement of key
features? Where should we place gathering spaces, play areas, and seating
zones?

Liam: We need a logical spatial arrangement to ensure accessibility and flow.
Gathering areas should be centrally located, while playgrounds can be near
seating areas for parents.

Emma: Good idea. We also need to define programmatic elements like
fountains, event spaces, and outdoor cafes. Those will add vibrancy to the
space.

Liam: Right. We should prioritize programmatic elements that encourage
community engagement. Maybe a stage for performances and a dog-friendly
area?

Emma: | love that. Finally, let’s establish a design hierarchy to emphasize
focal points. How do we make key elements stand out?

Liam: We can use design hierarchy by incorporating larger trees, lighting, and
pathways that naturally lead visitors toward focal points like the main plaza.



Emma: Sounds great! Let’s refine these ideas and prepare the first draft of the
master plan.

Part 2: Comprehension Questions

1. What is the purpose of zoning overlays in the master plan?
(A) To create underground utility pathways
(B) To separate different land uses and functions
(C) To increase land property values
(D) To ensure all roads are equally spaced

2. How does spatial arrangement contribute to the design?
(A) It determines the type of materials used in landscaping
(B) It focuses only on plant selection
(C) It ensures the site is legally compliant
(D) It organizes key features for accessibility and flow

3. What are programmatic elements in a master plan?
(A) Technical irrigation systems
(B) Architectural drawings for pavilions
(C) Functional features such as fountains, event spaces, and cafes
(D) The underground drainage system

4. Why is design hierarchy important in landscape planning?
A)
B)
C) It prevents erosion in green areas
)

It helps guide visitors through the space
It determines the cost of each plant
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D) It reduces the need for lighting installations

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions

. Master planning (ZZ4<5}H]) — The process of developing a long-term

design strategy for outdoor spaces, ensuring cohesion and functionality.



. Zoningoverlays (V' — = ¥ 74—, Y—L A4 )-Regulatory guidelines that

define land use, helping separate areas for different activities.

. Spatial arrangement (ZEJBC&) - The strategic placement of key

landscape elements to enhance accessibility and usability.

. Programmatic elements (7°'1 7°J L B3R) - Features such as

playgrounds, seating areas, and event spaces that define a landscape’s
purpose and function.

. Design hierarchy (7 ¥ 4 v D FEE#E1E) — The method of emphasizing

key focal points in a space through size, lighting, or pathways.

Part 4: Answer Key

1. What is the purpose of zoning overlays in the master plan?

(B) To separate different land uses and functions

2. How does spatial arrangement contribute to the design?

(D) It organizes key features for accessibility and flow

3. What are programmatic elements in a master plan?

(C) Functional features such as fountains, event spaces, and cafes

4. Why is design hierarchy important in landscape planning?
(A) It helps guide visitors through the space



