Designing Outdoor Recreational Spaces

Part 1: Dialogue

Elena (Landscape Architect): We’ve been asked to design a new public park.
Have you looked at the recreational zoning regulations for this area?

Mark (Colleague): Yes, the zoning allows for outdoor facilities, but we need to
ensure universal accessibility so people of all abilities can use the space.

Elena: Good point. We should focus on trail connectivity to link the park with
nearby residential areas and bike paths.

Mark: Agreed. A well-connected trail system will encourage walking and
cycling. What about the playground safety standards?

Elena: We need to follow national guidelines for impact surfaces and
equipment spacing. Safety is a top priority.

Mark: That makes sense. We should also design multi-use pathways that
accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, and even skaters.

Elena: Exactly. We’ll use durable materials and add clear signage to separate
different user groups.

Mark: Another factor to consider is shade and seating. Families and elderly
visitors will need resting areas along the pathways.

Elena: Definitely. We can incorporate trees, shaded pavilions, and benches
throughout the park.

Mark: This is shaping up well. Let’s finalize the layout and prepare the proposal
for the city review board.

Part 2: Comprehension Questions

1. Why is universal accessibility important in park design?
(A) It reduces maintenance costs



(B) It makes the park visually appealing
(C) It limits the number of visitors
(D) It ensures people of all abilities can use the space

2. What is the purpose of trail connectivity in a public park?
(A) To provide a direct link to nearby paths and communities
(B) To keep people from entering restricted areas
(C) To reduce the need for green spaces
(D) To eliminate vehicle traffic in the area

3. What should be considered when following playground safety
standards?
(A) Equipment spacing and impact surfaces
(B) The number of visitors per day
(C) The types of trees planted nearby
(D) The cost of maintenance staff

4. Why are multi-use pathways beneficial in park design?
(A) They prevent bicycles from entering walking trails
(B) They allow only runners to use the space
(C) They restrict access to certain age groups
(D) They accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, and other users

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions

. Recreationalzoning(V 7V =z —> a v/ —=v 7)-Land use
regulations that determine where parks, sports fields, and other
recreational spaces can be built.

. Universal accessibility (= N—¥% )L « T 7 Y T 4)-The

design of spaces to ensure they are usable by people of all abilities,
including those with disabilities.



. Trail connectivity ( F L 4 V) — The integration of walking and

biking paths to link parks with surrounding neighborhoods and facilities.

. Playground safety standards (3 ('35 D Z£E#E) - Guidelines that

ensure playground equipment and surfaces are safe for children.

. Multi-use pathways (% H#J#58) - Trails designed to accommodate

multiple users, such as walkers, cyclists, and skaters.

Part 4: Answer Key

1. Why is universal accessibility important in park design?

(D) It ensures people of all abilities can use the space

2. What is the purpose of trail connectivity in a public park?
(A) To provide a direct link to nearby paths and communities
3. What should be considered when following playground safety
standards?

(C) Equipment spacing and impact surfaces

4. Why are multi-use pathways beneficial in park design?

(B) They accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, and other users



