
Repurposing Historic Buildings for Modern Use 

Part 1: Roleplay Dialogue 

Scenario: An Interior Architect is repurposing historic buildings for modern use 
while preserving original details with a colleague. 

 

Naomi: Hiro, the client wants to modernize this old townhouse, but they also 
want to respect its historical character. 

Hiro: That makes sense. We should take an adaptive reuse approach—
keeping the essential architectural elements while upgrading the space for 
modern needs. 

Naomi: Agreed. Heritage conservation is key. We need to preserve as much 
of the original craftsmanship as possible. 

Hiro: Exactly. We can restore the wooden beams and moldings using period-
appropriate finishes to maintain authenticity. 

Naomi: That’s a good idea. Also, we should check if we can incorporate 
architectural salvage—like reclaimed doors or vintage fixtures—to enhance 
the historic charm. 

Hiro: I like that. It’s also more sustainable than using entirely new materials. 

Naomi: Right. For areas that need repair, we should use restoration 
techniques that match the building’s original construction methods. 

Hiro: Yes, that way, any updates blend seamlessly with the original design. 

Naomi: Let’s document our plan and present a proposal to the client. 

Hiro: Sounds good! I’ll also gather references for similar successful projects to 
support our approach. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 



1. What is Naomi’s main concern about modernizing the townhouse? 
A) The client wants a completely new design 
B) The original structure is unsafe 
C) The historical character should be preserved 
D) The project has a limited budget 

2. How does Hiro suggest maintaining authenticity in the design? 
A) Using modern minimalist materials 
B) Removing all original details 
C) Installing entirely new fixtures 
D) Applying period-appropriate finishes 

3. Why does Naomi suggest using architectural salvage? 
A) It is more cost-effective 
B) It can enhance the historic charm 
C) The client prefers a contemporary look 
D) The materials are easier to install 

4. What is their next step in the project? 
A) Demolishing the old structure 
B) Replacing all traditional elements 
C) Painting the walls modern colors 
D) Documenting their plan and presenting a proposal to the client 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary Definitions (Japanese Translations) 

1. Adaptive reuse (再利用設計) – The process of repurposing old buildings 

for new functions while preserving their historical value. 

2. Heritage conservation (遺産保全) – Protecting and maintaining historical 

buildings and cultural sites. 

3. Period-appropriate finishes (時代に適した仕上げ) – Materials and 

designs that match the original time period of a building. 



4. Architectural salvage (建築資材の再利用) – Reclaimed materials from 

old buildings used in restoration projects. 

5. Restoration techniques (修復技術) – Methods used to repair and 

maintain historical structures while keeping their authenticity. 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. What is Naomi’s main concern about modernizing the townhouse? 

     C) The historical character should be preserved 

2. How does Hiro suggest maintaining authenticity in the design? 

     D) Applying period-appropriate finishes 

3. Why does Naomi suggest using architectural salvage? 

     B) It can enhance the historic charm 

4. What is their next step in the project? 

     D) Documenting their plan and presenting a proposal to the client 

 


