
Collaborating with Interior Designers for Functional & 
Aesthetic Spaces 

Part 1: Dialogue 

Sophia (Architect): Liam, we need to refine the spatial programming for the 
office renovation. The client wants an open-plan design, but we need to 
balance collaboration with privacy. 

Liam (Interior Designer): Agreed. I suggest defining work zones with strategic 
furniture layout. Using modular desks and partitions will help create flexible 
spaces. 

Sophia: That makes sense. What about the transition between workspaces 
and lounge areas? We need smooth material transitions to ensure a cohesive 
look. 

Liam: Absolutely. We can use flooring changes—like wood to carpet—to subtly 
define spaces without physical barriers. It also improves wayfinding. 

Sophia: Good approach. Another thing the client emphasized is ceiling 
articulation. They want the space to feel open but not sterile. Any thoughts? 

Liam: Yes, we can introduce suspended panels or wooden slats. These 
elements add texture and help with acoustics. Speaking of which, have we 
addressed acoustic paneling? 

Sophia: Not yet, but we should. Open offices tend to get noisy. If we integrate 
sound-absorbing panels, we can reduce echo and improve speech clarity. 

Liam: Exactly. Acoustic solutions can be functional and stylish. Felt baffles or 
decorative wall panels blend well with the design. 

Sophia: I love it. I’ll refine the architectural elements based on your 
recommendations. Let’s present this to the client and get their feedback. 

Liam: Sounds great. I’ll prepare a visual concept board so they can see how all 
the elements come together. 



 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 

1. How can material transitions help define spaces? 
(A) By making the space look bigger 
(B) By increasing ceiling height 
(C) By adding more physical barriers 
(D) By subtly distinguishing different areas 

2. Why does Liam recommend furniture layout for the open office? 
(A) To maximize desk space usage 
(B) To create defined work zones while maintaining flexibility 
(C) To make the space appear more luxurious 
(D) To reduce the need for lighting 

3. What is the function of acoustic paneling in an office? 
(A) To improve energy efficiency 
(B) To enhance air circulation 
(C) To reduce noise levels and improve sound clarity 
(D) To make the space more visually appealing 

4. How does ceiling articulation contribute to interior design? 
(A) It makes the ceiling lower for better insulation 
(B) It adds visual interest and improves acoustics 
(C) It helps separate spaces with physical barriers 
(D) It reduces the need for artificial lighting 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions 

• Spatial programming (空間プログラミング) – Planning the organization 

of a space to optimize function and movement. 

• Furniture layout (家具配置) – Arranging furniture to improve usability, 

comfort, and space efficiency. 



• Material transitions (素材の切り替え) – Using different flooring or wall 

finishes to subtly separate areas without physical barriers. 

• Ceiling articulation (天井のデザイン表現) – Enhancing ceilings with 

design elements like beams, panels, or textures to add character and 
function. 

• Acoustic paneling (吸音パネル) – Wall or ceiling materials designed to 

reduce noise and improve sound quality in a space. 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. How can material transitions help define spaces? 

     (D) By subtly distinguishing different areas 

2. Why does Liam recommend furniture layout for the open office? 

     (B) To create defined work zones while maintaining flexibility 

3. What is the function of acoustic paneling in an office? 

     (C) To reduce noise levels and improve sound clarity 

4. How does ceiling articulation contribute to interior design? 

     (B) It adds visual interest and improves acoustics  

 


