
Architectural Site Analysis and Climate Considerations 

Part 1: Dialogue 

Lena (Architect): Daniel, we need to assess the environmental conditions of 
the site before finalizing the building orientation. Have you started the 
microclimate analysis? 

Daniel (Sustainability Consultant): Yes, I have. The site experiences strong 
winds from the northwest, and the temperature fluctuates significantly 
between seasons. 

Lena: That means we may need wind tunnel testing to understand how the 
building shape will impact airflow and pedestrian comfort. 

Daniel: Good idea. We should also analyze solar gain to optimize natural 
heating in the winter while minimizing overheating in the summer. 

Lena: Exactly. The placement of windows and shading devices will be critical. 
Have you considered the role of thermal massing in regulating indoor 
temperatures? 

Daniel: Yes. Using materials like concrete or brick can help store heat during 
the day and release it at night, improving energy efficiency. 

Lena: That makes sense. Now, for our final site analysis, do you think the 
current positioning maximizes passive strategies? 

Daniel: Almost. If we shift the building slightly east, we can improve daylight 
exposure while still maintaining wind protection. 

Lena: That sounds like a great adjustment. Let’s integrate these findings into 
the master plan. 

Daniel: Agreed. I’ll update the documentation and ensure all passive design 
strategies are incorporated. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 



1. Why is wind tunnel testing being considered? 
(A) To analyze pedestrian comfort and airflow 
(B) To determine earthquake resistance 
(C) To evaluate sound insulation properties 
(D) To test the building’s structural strength 

2. How does solar gain impact building design? 
(A) It improves air circulation in underground structures 
(B) It helps optimize natural heating and cooling 
(C) It reduces the need for artificial lighting at night 
(D) It prevents humidity from entering the building 

3. What is the purpose of thermal massing in architecture? 
(A) To block cold air from entering the building 
(B) To reduce the need for external wind barriers 
(C) To improve drainage on the site 
(D) To store heat during the day and release it at night 

4. What final adjustment is suggested for site analysis? 
(A) Moving the building slightly east to improve daylight exposure 
(B) Raising the building foundation to prevent flooding 
(C) Adding underground cooling tunnels for temperature control 
(D) Removing trees to allow for more wind resistance 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary with Definitions 

• Microclimate analysis (微気候分析) – The study of climate conditions in 

a localized area to inform design decisions. 

• Wind tunnel testing (風洞試験) – A method used to simulate and analyze 

airflow around a building to improve wind comfort and aerodynamics. 

• Solar gain (日射取得) – The amount of heat a building absorbs from the 

sun, which impacts heating and cooling strategies. 



• Thermal massing (熱質量設計) – The use of materials that absorb, store, 

and release heat to regulate indoor temperatures. 

• Site analysis (敷地分析) – The evaluation of environmental, social, and 

regulatory factors affecting a building’s placement and orientation. 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. Why is wind tunnel testing being considered? 

     (A) To analyze pedestrian comfort and airflow 

2. How does solar gain impact building design? 

     (B) It helps optimize natural heating and cooling 

3. What is the purpose of thermal massing in architecture? 

     (D) To store heat during the day and release it at night 

4. What final adjustment is suggested for site analysis? 

     (A) Moving the building slightly east to improve daylight exposure 


