
Structuring Efficient Floor Plans 

Part 1: Dialogue 

Scenario: An Architectural Drafter is creating floor plans with room layouts, 
door swings, and circulation paths with a colleague. 

Ayaka: I’ve drafted the main partition walls, but I’m still refining the 
circulation flow to make sure movement is efficient throughout the space. 
Jordan: That’s crucial. If pathways are too narrow or obstructed, it’ll create 
bottlenecks. Have you accounted for the egress routes yet? 
Ayaka: Not completely. I want to ensure clear emergency exits while 
maintaining a smooth everyday flow. We also need to check the threshold 
clearance for accessibility compliance. 
Jordan: Good point. If doorways don’t meet clearance requirements, we might 
have issues with wheelchair access. Speaking of which, are all the door 
swings positioned correctly? 
Ayaka: I adjusted most of them, but we should double-check. A misplaced 
swing could block a hallway or interfere with furniture placement. 

Jordan: Right. That reminds me—we also need to finalize the furnishing 
layout. It’s important that furniture placement doesn’t disrupt the natural 
movement through each room. 
Ayaka: Exactly. I’ll make sure that workspaces have enough room to function 
without congestion. The last thing we want is a cramped, inefficient layout. 
Jordan: Let’s also review how doors open into hallways. Some of them might 
be better as sliding doors if space is limited. 
Ayaka: That’s a good idea. I’ll test different options and see if it improves the 
circulation flow. We also need to confirm that all exit pathways remain 
unobstructed. 
Jordan: Agreed. Once we verify that, we can finalize the floor plan and send it 
for approval. 

 



Part 2: Comprehension Questions 

1. What is Ayaka adjusting in the floor plan? 
(A) The paint colors for each room 
(B) The circulation flow to improve movement 
(C) The number of stories in the building 
(D) The landscaping design 

2. Why is threshold clearance important? 
(A) It ensures doors don’t block windows 
(B) It prevents unnecessary noise from traveling between rooms 
(C) It helps meet accessibility requirements 
(D) It improves a building’s energy efficiency 

3. What does Jordan suggest changing if space is limited? 
(A) The type of door used 
(B) The ceiling height 
(C) The location of the staircases 
(D) The placement of the HVAC system 

4. What should they confirm before finalizing the floor plan? 
(A) That all walls are painted before construction 
(B) That window heights are consistent 
(C) That all ceiling fixtures match the furniture 
(D) That exit pathways remain unobstructed 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary List 

• Partition walls (間仕切り壁): 部屋や空間を仕切るための壁。固定壁や

可動式の壁があり、プライバシーや機能性を考慮して設計される。 



• Circulation flow (動線計画): 人々が空間内をどのように移動するかを設

計するプロセス。スムーズな動線は効率的なスペース利用につなが

る。 

• Furnishing layout (家具配置): 家具の配置計画。使用しやすい動線を確

保し、機能性や快適性を最大限に高めることが求められる。 

• Egress route (避難経路): 緊急時に安全に建物から避難できるルート。

建築基準法により適切な配置が義務付けられている。 

• Threshold clearance (出入口のクリアランス): ドアや通路の開口部の

最小寸法。特にバリアフリー設計では十分なスペースが必要とされ

る。 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. What is Ayaka adjusting in the floor plan? 
(B) The circulation flow to improve movement 

2. Why is threshold clearance important? 
(C) It helps meet accessibility requirements 

3. What does Jordan suggest changing if space is limited? 
(A) The type of door used 

4. What should they confirm before finalizing the floor plan? 
(D) That exit pathways remain unobstructed 


