
Optimizing Equipment Longevity with Predictive 
Maintenance 

Part 1: Dialogue 

Context: A mechanical engineer is discussing predictive maintenance 
strategies with a colleague to improve equipment reliability. 

Ethan: We’ve been noticing increased downtime on some of our machines. I 
think it’s time we implement a condition monitoring system. 
Sophia: Agreed. Real-time data from sensors will help detect early signs of 
wear and tear. Have you looked into sensor diagnostics for predictive 
maintenance? 
Ethan: Yes, I’ve been analyzing wear analysis reports. They show patterns that 
indicate when components will likely fail. 
Sophia: That’s great. If we integrate preventive maintenance strategies based 
on this data, we can reduce unexpected failures. 
Ethan: Exactly. I’m working on a maintenance scheduling plan so we can 
service equipment before issues arise. 
Sophia: That’s a smart approach. By aligning our schedule with actual 
equipment conditions, we’ll optimize performance. 
Ethan: And minimize costs. A well-planned schedule will reduce emergency 
repairs and increase efficiency. 
Sophia: We should also consider machine learning models to refine our 
predictions over time. 
Ethan: Good idea! That way, our system will improve as it collects more data. 
Sophia: Let’s present this to the team and get approval for implementation. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 

1. What issue are Ethan and Sophia trying to address? 
(A) Increasing production speed 
(B) Reducing unexpected machine failures 



(C) Implementing new safety protocols 
(D) Upgrading all equipment 

2. What data helps predict equipment failures? 
(A) Employee work hours 
(B) Customer feedback reports 
(C) Sensor diagnostics and wear analysis 
(D) Supply chain records 

3. What is one benefit of predictive maintenance? 
(A) More frequent emergency repairs 
(B) Reduced downtime and optimized performance 
(C) Increased manual inspections 
(D) Higher machine replacement costs 

4. What does Ethan plan to do next? 
(A) Buy new equipment 
(B) Train employees on sensor installation 
(C) Create a new safety manual 
(D) Develop a maintenance scheduling plan 

 

Part 3: Key Vocabulary with Definitions 

• Condition monitoring (状態監視) – Tracking equipment performance 

using real-time data to detect early signs of failure. 

• Preventive maintenance (予防保全) – Performing maintenance at 

scheduled intervals to prevent breakdowns. 

• Wear analysis (摩耗分析) – Examining how mechanical components 

degrade over time to predict failure points. 

• Sensor diagnostics (センサ診断) – Using sensors to collect data and 

identify issues in mechanical systems. 



• Maintenance scheduling (保守スケジューリング) – Planning 

maintenance tasks in advance to ensure smooth operations. 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. What issue are Ethan and Sophia trying to address? 

     (B) Reducing unexpected machine failures 

2. What data helps predict equipment failures? 

     (C) Sensor diagnostics and wear analysis 

3. What is one benefit of predictive maintenance? 

     (B) Reduced downtime and optimized performance 

4. What does Ethan plan to do next? 

     (D) Develop a maintenance scheduling plan 

 


