
Coordinating Civil Engineering Approvals 

Part 1: Roleplay Dialogue 

Characters: 

• Naoki – Civil Engineer 

• Sophia – Government Agent 

Dialogue: 

Naoki: Good morning, Sophia. I wanted to discuss the new project and ensure 
we’re aligned with all zoning laws before we proceed. Our team has reviewed 
the guidelines, but I’d like to confirm the details with you. 

Sophia: Good morning, Naoki. That’s a smart approach. Compliance with 
building codes is also essential, especially for structural safety. Have you 
checked whether your designs meet the latest requirements? 

Naoki: We’ve made adjustments, but I still need to confirm the permit 
acquisition process. Some procedures have changed since our last project, 
and I want to avoid delays. 

Sophia: That’s a good point. The city has updated its urban planning policies, 
so projects in certain zones now require additional environmental 
assessments. Have you considered how that might affect your timeline? 

Naoki: Yes, and that’s why stakeholder collaboration will be crucial. We’re 
coordinating with multiple agencies, and I want to ensure we meet all 
requirements without unnecessary holdups. 

Sophia: Absolutely. We’ll need to review the environmental reports along with 
your designs. If everything checks out, we can move forward with approvals. 

Naoki: That sounds great. Once we finalize the documentation, I’ll send it over 
for review. Should we schedule a follow-up meeting next week? 

Sophia: That would be perfect. Let’s aim for midweek so we have enough time 
to go through the compliance details. 



Naoki: Excellent. I appreciate your time, Sophia. Looking forward to working 
through this process with you. 

Sophia: Likewise, Naoki. I’ll review your initial submission and flag any 
potential concerns early on. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 

1. What does Naoki want to ensure before proceeding with the project? 

o (A) That the construction workers are available 

o (B) That zoning laws are followed 

o (C) That the budget is finalized 

o (D) That the project is completed ahead of schedule 

2. Why does Naoki ask about permit acquisition? 

o (A) He forgot the process 

o (B) He wants to speed up approval 

o (C) He is concerned about building height limits 

o (D) The procedures have changed since the last project 

3. What does Sophia mention about urban planning? 

o (A) There are no updates to the regulations 

o (B) Some projects need additional environmental assessments 

o (C) All buildings must be painted the same color 

o (D) The city no longer requires permits for projects 

4. What is a key factor in keeping the project on schedule? 

o (A) Reducing the size of the project 

o (B) Hiring more engineers 



o (C) Finishing construction ahead of time 

o (D) Effective stakeholder collaboration 

 

Part 3: Key Vocabulary with Japanese Definitions 

1. Stakeholder collaboration – ステークホルダー協力 

2. Zoning laws – 区域法規 

3. Permit acquisition – 許可証の取得 

4. Urban planning – 都市計画 

5. Building codes – 建築基準 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. What does Naoki want to ensure before proceeding with the project? 

     (B) That zoning laws are followed 

2. Why does Naoki ask about permit acquisition? 

     (D) The procedures have changed since the last project 

3. What does Sophia mention about urban planning? 

     (B) Some projects need additional environmental assessments 

4. What is a key factor in keeping the project on schedule? 

     (D) Effective stakeholder collaboration 

 


