
Analyzing Environmental Conditions for Construction 

Part 1: Roleplay Dialogue 

Characters: 

• Takeshi (Civil Engineer) – Conducting environmental and soil analysis 

• Elena (Project Manager) – Ensuring conditions meet project 
requirements 

Takeshi: Before we proceed with construction, we need to conduct a thorough 
environmental impact assessment (EIA). We have to evaluate how the 
project will affect the surrounding ecosystem. 

Elena: Absolutely. We also need to test the soil mechanics to determine its 
strength and stability. Weak soil could lead to foundation problems later on. 

Takeshi: That’s true. I’ve already started analyzing the permeability of the soil 
to assess how water flows through it. If it drains too quickly or too slowly, it 
could cause complications. 

Elena: Good point. We also have to consider hydrology—if the water table is 
too high, we might need additional drainage solutions. 

Takeshi: Exactly. And we mustn’t forget compaction testing to ensure the soil 
can handle the load without shifting. I’ll compile all the results into a report by 
the end of the day. 

Elena: That sounds great. Let me know if you find anything unusual. If 
necessary, we can adjust the foundation design accordingly. 

Takeshi: Will do. I’ll also check for any potential contaminants in the soil. If we 
detect anything hazardous, we’ll need remediation before moving forward. 

Elena: Right. Compliance with environmental regulations is critical. If we don’t 
meet the standards, the project could be delayed. 

Takeshi: Exactly. I’ll complete my analysis and schedule a follow-up meeting 
to discuss the findings. 



Elena: Perfect. Thanks, Takeshi. Let’s make sure everything is safe and ready 
before we break ground. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 

1. Why is Takeshi conducting an environmental impact assessment (EIA)? 

o (A) To improve the design of the building 

o (B) To determine how the project affects the environment 

o (C) To speed up the construction process 

o (D) To reduce project costs 

2. What is one concern Takeshi has about soil conditions? 

o (A) The soil may contain too much organic material 

o (B) The soil may be too dry for construction 

o (C) The permeability of the soil could cause drainage issues 

o (D) The soil may be too expensive to transport 

3. Why does Elena mention hydrology? 

o (A) To check if the water table is too high for construction 

o (B) To determine the cost of water supply 

o (C) To design a new irrigation system 

o (D) To test the water quality for drinking purposes 

4. What will Takeshi do after completing the analysis? 

o (A) Start construction immediately 

o (B) Submit the project for government approval 

o (C) Compile the findings into a report and schedule a follow-up 
meeting 



o (D) Present a financial budget for the project 

 

Part 3: Vocabulary and Definitions 

1. Soil mechanics (土質力学) – The study of soil behavior under different 

conditions to determine its stability for construction. 

2. Hydrology (水文学) – The study of water movement and distribution, 

including groundwater and surface water levels. 

3. Environmental impact assessment (EIA) (環境影響評価) – A process to 

evaluate the effects of a project on the environment before construction 
begins. 

4. Permeability (透水性) – The ability of soil to allow water to pass through 

it, which affects drainage and foundation stability. 

5. Compaction testing (圧密試験) – A test to measure how well soil 

particles are packed together to support structures without shifting. 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. Why is Takeshi conducting an environmental impact assessment 
(EIA)? 

     (B) To determine how the project affects the environment 

2. What is one concern Takeshi has about soil conditions? 

     (C) The permeability of the soil could cause drainage issues 

3. Why does Elena mention hydrology? 

     (A) To check if the water table is too high for construction 



4. What will Takeshi do after completing the analysis? 

     (C) Compile the findings into a report and schedule a follow-up 
meeting 

 


