
Ensuring Compliance with Environmental Regulations 
Part 1: Dialogue 

Context: A Chemical Engineer who is ensuring compliance with environmental 
regulations and waste disposal guidelines. 

Characters: 

• Lucas: Chemical Engineer 

• Olivia: Environmental Compliance Officer 

 

Lucas: Olivia, we need to review our plant’s waste disposal procedures to 
ensure we meet EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) regulations. 

Olivia: Agreed. Proper hazardous waste management is essential to prevent 
environmental contamination. Have you checked our storage protocols? 

Lucas: Yes, but I noticed some materials exceed the toxicity threshold set by 
the latest guidelines. We may need to revise our handling procedures. 

Olivia: That’s a serious concern. We should improve our effluent treatment 
system to reduce harmful substances before discharge. 

Lucas: Good idea. We can also explore alternative disposal methods that 
enhance regulatory compliance and minimize risks. 

Olivia: Absolutely. Compliance audits are coming up soon, and we must 
ensure all records and processes align with environmental laws. 

Lucas: I’ll update our documentation and coordinate with the waste 
management team to verify all safety measures are in place. 

Olivia: Perfect. Meanwhile, I’ll liaise with regulatory agencies to confirm if 
there are any new waste disposal requirements. 

Lucas: That would be helpful. Let’s also arrange training for staff to reinforce 
best practices in chemical waste handling. 



Olivia: Great plan. If we stay proactive, we can avoid fines and protect both the 
environment and workplace safety. 

 

Part 2: Comprehension Questions 

1. What is Lucas concerned about regarding waste disposal?  

o (A) The cost of disposal 

o (B) The toxicity threshold being exceeded 

o (C) The efficiency of the production process 

o (D) The number of staff working on disposal 

2. What does Olivia suggest to reduce harmful substances?  

o (A) Storing waste in different containers 

o (B) Using new cleaning agents 

o (C) Improving the effluent treatment system 

o (D) Burning excess waste 

3. Why does Lucas want to update documentation?  

o (A) To prepare for compliance audits 

o (B) To reduce the cost of production 

o (C) To improve factory workflow 

o (D) To create a presentation for investors 

4. What additional step does Olivia plan to take?  

o (A) Increase chemical production 

o (B) Reduce employee shifts 

o (C) Delay compliance audits 

o (D) Consult with regulatory agencies 



 

Part 3: Vocabulary Definitions 

1. EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) – 環境保護庁（環境保護のた

めの規制を管理する機関） 

2. Hazardous waste management – 有害廃棄物管理（安全に有害廃棄物

を処理・処分するプロセス） 

3. Toxicity threshold – 毒性閾値（物質が有害と見なされる濃度またはレ

ベル） 

4. Effluent treatment – 排水処理（工場などの排水を浄化するプロセス） 

5. Regulatory compliance – 法規制の遵守（環境や業界の規制に適合する

こと） 

 

Part 4: Answer Key 

1. What is Lucas concerned about regarding waste disposal? 

     (B) The toxicity threshold being exceeded 

2. What does Olivia suggest to reduce harmful substances? 

     (C) Improving the effluent treatment system 

3. Why does Lucas want to update documentation? 

     (A) To prepare for compliance audits 

4. What additional step does Olivia plan to take? 

     (D) Consult with regulatory agencies 

 


