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SNAPSHOT
IUTES Ol: PAS SAGE Some important life events
¢ First birthday 4 Confirmation or bar/bat mitzvah € 18th birthday
(ar first 100 days, as in Korea) ¢ Sweet 16 (or2tst birthday, as in the U.S.
¢ First haircut/losing your (or Sweet 15,2 in Latin America) and Ganada)
first foeth « First job ¢ Maniage
4 First day of school 4 High school giaduation ¢ Beconzing a parent

Seurce: Pagce Cerfs Hendbook for RPCY Speakers
Talk about these questions.
Which of these rites of passage, or life events, are important
in your country? Which are not?
What are three other rites of passage for people in your country?
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CONVERSATION
A @9 Listen and practice

Alan: Se what were you like as a kid?

Carol: When I wag a kid, | was kind of rebellious.
Alan: You? Really? Whatwas the turning pemt?
Carol: When I graduated from high schoel.

Alan: What do you mean?

Carol: Until you graduate, you dont understand that
life 18 just beginning. After I finished high
school, I realized that I still had a lot te learn.

Alan: T know what you mean. I was really
immature when I was a kid.

Carol: What changed?

Alan: I think I became more mature after I
got myy first jeb. ®nce you have a job,
yeulearn to be raere independent.

Carol: That'’s true. Where did you work?

Alan: [n my father’s bank.

B g{‘}) Listen

What peint for Carel? for Alan?



K} GrRAMMAR FOCuS

By the time | was in high school, | had gotlen my first job,

The moment | got my first jab., | feit like o difierent person.

Before | had my first job, | wos teally immaiure.
Once you have a job, you teornto be more independent.

Lite’s little lessons

After | finished high school, | realized thal ! still hod a lol to leam.

As soon as | groduated, | sierted 1o be more sensihie,

Untll you graduate, you don’t understand that Gife is just beginning.

A Match the clauses in column A with appropriate information

frara columa B. Then corapave with a partoer.

. By the time [ was 15, .

- Until I started working part time,

. The moraent I got my first paycheck,
. As soon as | ieft hame,

®nce ] started shaniag an apartment,
. After I began a relationship,

. Before I traveled abroad. .

. Until [ got really sick,
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Idido’t appreciate my own country.
I began te understand the value of money.

. I learned how to cemmunicate better.
. [ cealized that I wasn’t a child anymore.
. I didn’t understand the impartance

of geod heaith.

1 had learned how te take care of myself,
1 learned how to get along better

with people.

h. I never saved any rmoneyx.

B Which of the clauses in column A can you relate to your life?
Add your own information to those clauses. Then compare with g partner.

C Group work What doyou think people learn frem these events?
Write sentences using time clauses in the present. Then take tuins

reading and talking about them.

. you get your driver’s license

. You go out on your first date

. yeu get your first pet

. You get B credit card

yeu buy your first car

you have your own bank account

D Otk N

you get.your driver's ficens

out friends want rides
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n LISTENING important events

=) iy Listen to three people describing impertant events in their lives.
Complete the chart

=

DR -

1. Sally
2. Henry
3. Debbie

] DECADES APART

A Group work What are two important events for these age greups?
Why is each event important? Tallc about the events.

children peeple in thetr twenties
teenagers peeple in their forties

A: Starting scheol is an iripertant event for children.
B: That’s true. Once they start schoel, they

learn te get aleng with other kids.
C: Ithink another impertant event is . .

B Class activity Whatis the most
impertant event for each age group?

I3 WORD POWER Behavior

Pair work At what age do you think peeple tend to behave in these ways?
Talk with a partner and check {//) one or mere ages for each behavior.

ambitious
argumentative
carefree
generaus
immoture
nalve

seifish
sensible
sophisticated
talerant
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A: ] think people in their twenties and thirties tend te be more ambitious
B: Yes, but I think peeple in their teens can be ambitious, too, because
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Life’s little lessons

kd conversation

OfNLY

A @ Listen and practice

Peter: I'm thinking of going back to school to
get another degree. 1t's so hard to find
a job with a degree in literature.

Kay: Yeah, I know what you mean.

Peter; Ishould have studied something more
practical. If I'd been more sensible, I weuld
liave majered i1 economics.

Kay: Why did you major in literature?

Peter: I don’t know! I should have listened to my

mother. She wanted me to major in business.
Kay: Oh? What dees she do?
Peter: Mom? She’s a literatare professor.

B @ Listen to the rest o7 the conversation
What does Kay regret abeut the choices she made in cellege?

GRAMMAR FOCUS

With should have < pas? porticiple
| shouid have studied something more practical.,

With If elauses in the post perfect
it I'd beer more sensible, Iwould have mojored in economics
if I'd listened lo my mothee. | wouidn’t be wolking of shis job now.

A Pair work Write a response using should have for each statement.
Then talk with a partner absut which statements are true for you.

1. I was very selfish when [ was younger.

2. 1 didn't pay attention to what I ate as a kid. 1. 1 should have been more
3. [ never read very often before I went to college.

4, I didn't make a lot of friends when I was in high school.
5. [ argued a lot with my parents when I was a teenager.

generous when { wds

B Match the ciauses in column A with information from celumn B.
Then compare with a pariner.

A B

1. IfI'd listened to my parerts, a. 1 could have gotten a promotion.

2. IfI'd been more active, b. Iwouldn’t be as breke as 1 am now,

3. If I'd been more ambitious. c. I could have learned a lot more.

4, If I'd studied harder in school, d. T would have made some better decisions,
5. If I'd saved my money;, e. I wouldn’t be overweight.

C Add your own information to the clauses in column A. Then compare in groups.
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Unit 11

E PRONUNCIATION Reduced forms of have and been

A &% Listen and practice. Notice hew have and been
are reduced te /av/ and /b:n/ in these sentences.

I should have been less selfish when I was younger.
If 'd been mare ambitious, I could have gotten a promotion.

B Pair work Complete these sentences and practice them.
Pay atteation to the reduced forms ef have and been.

I should have been . . . when I was younger. If 'd been more . . .. I could have. ...
I should have been. . . in high school. ird...,Iwould have..

[ LISTENING

(VX3 N
agg;g. &% Listen to these pesple deseribing a

..........................

Why does he or she regret it?

m WRITING Turning points

A Think abeut a turning point in your life. Make notes absut the event. When
was it? Why was it impertant? Bid it change yeur life for the batter o1 werse?

B Write two paragraphs abeut the event. Im the first paragraph, describe
the event. In the second, describe how it changed your life.

peint for rme was learning te smeak Spantsh. I'd

foreign language When | was 16 1 for a_summer. Until ! didn't think
a foreign
Once me
to fearn have
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Life’s little lessons

[Pl READING

What if . . . you could live your life aver again? Everyane has same things they
would do differently and some they would dao exactly the same.

Alter | finished high school, [ just
wasn't ready co 20 en o college. |
really ncodad some tme to figur
out what | wanred w do. [ had
saved up a lot of money, so | used
it te travel through Eas:ern Eucope
for six months. Ir was an amazing
experience, and I learned a iot
about myself Oncc I got home, I
was ready 1o start college. Now tae
only crouble is, 1 don't have enovgh
moentY to pay for ia! I should have
thought more absuc my finances
before 1 cook such an expensive wip

By the time [ was 22, | was the head
of the public relaGons department
tn a major relecommunications
comgany. Now ['m a vice president.
| love the excirement, the status.
the securiry, and the mancy. Bur
somctimes [ wake up iy the middle
of the night and wonder, “Whac
am | doing? Who am I>* When I
was growing up. 1 always chought
would become 2 teacher or maybe
an arrist. Somerimes |t seems like
I've got everything, and yer I've

got nething

Soon aftec Brad and | got maernied.
his company teansferred him o
San Francisco. 1 had a very suecesfu)
qreer, bur 1 quit my job and we
moved. Bead has been wansfecred
nwice since then. Now 1 workeas
an office temp. Sometimes I think
if [ had been a litde moce selfish.
maybe I could have done moee
with my earees, ©00. But Brad
ceally means a loc t0 me. As soen
as | mer himy, I knew 1 weuld
spend the rest of my life with him.

A Read the article. Then write the correct name to answer these questions.

1. Whose success could be describedas . .. ?

a. & financial success

b. the eourage to explore new things -

¢. happiness in 4 relationship

2. Whose regrets might be explained in terms of . . . ?

a. being shortsighted .

b. sacrificing what one wants for someone else
c. losing oneselfto achieve what others see as sucoess

B Pair work Talk about these questions,

If cea
Imagine a whole other
life for yourself. Tum
to page IC-15.

1. In your life, what would you do differently? What would you do the same?

2. Which of the three people seems the happiest? Who seems the least happy?

3. Some psychelogisss 5ay that people today have more regrets because they
have 30 many choices and more pressure. What do you think these
psychologists mean? Do ysu agree?
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