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After the Funeral 
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The Bereaved Need Time 

It is difficult for the bereaved to accept the 

death of a loved one. Tell them you will be 
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Do Not Say " Thank You" to a Thank

You Gift 

A gift in return for your funeral offering is 

sent to you after the funeral. It is not necessary 

to say thank you, however, in order to avoid 
the repetition of sorrows. 
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If You Receive a New Year's Mourning Notice 

In Japan, a family in mourning refrains from 

exchanging New Year's cards, and sends a mourning 

notice instead in advance. If you are close to the 

person, write a letter of condolence instead. If 

you have already sent a New Year's card by accident, 

write a letter of apology and condolence. 
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Refrain from wearing a winter coat even on a cold 
day. Put yourhandstogetherand bow when the hearse 
passes In front of you. Pray for the deceased until 
the hearse goes out of sight. 
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Refrain from talking about the deceased, especially 
about the cause of death. There may be other mourners 
around you. 

~~*~~~-~-~~~-~-~*~~ 
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Purifying Sa lt 

Pinch some salt with your left hand, and 

sprinkle it to your chest, back, wrists and 

legs. This is to purify yourself after the funeral 
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Etiquette at Weddings and Funera ls 

~~5?.1~· :j:~O)~~~ t, ~#0)? ;< ~D~l 
Monetary Gift and Condolence Money 

!>J:')Gt' 
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''ctliV'iJ!lit{>)<'li>d:<, tliV'~IJ'!:~• '*To 
Wedd ings should occur on ly once in a lifetime, so 

use an envelope with musubikiri knot. 
' ' ' ' 

& 
•ill Back of the Envelope 

l'IIIIIJ'.l:l<= < :QJ:31<=1t:t.l:Q. 

- , The lower half should be on top 

dtl 
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t;J:iJ~ Inside Envelope ; hl]: 
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Wrrte the amount of money on the 
front. Wnte your horne address 

and full name on the back. Use Ji] only crisp banknotes. The front 

of notes should face up. 

M. 
• miiO)ct¥0)~l'J>O)aiO'J.:O 
How to wrap a cash present in a crape wrapper 
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1. ::>lt>l<l::OIIIIo 
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C:lt>:Qo 

1. The catch should be on the right 

2. Fold down the upper half first. Fold 

the lower half up so the tip of the 

wrapper faces up. 
3. Wrap the whole envelope with the 

right side and fasten the catch. 

4. Hand the monetary gift while 
saying. "Omedero gozaimasu" 
(Congratulations). 

' ' 

' -Mo1<1etdv'1 Gift Etiq~.o~ett e 

e ll69!mt,Cmil~) 
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Shugi-bukuro (Envelope for a Money Gift) 
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~f 

l!!.l!'l~r~J rillllRJIJ'!l!<l<o 
ill'\!lll'l<!flllo 

Use a brush In dark-colored 

ink unlike in the case of 

condolence money . 

Rough Guideline for Monetary Gifts 

!m•J;t 
Receiver 

5till·l!tii* 
Sibling 

\..'t.:. 
Cousin 

d.>t.'· St.' 
Niece I Nephew 

~Uil!lfili 
Co-worker 

1&51;t 
Business partner 

~J-.·>DJ-. 
Friend 

JIU'I:J!'l±lffi'; 
Attending the wedding 

lJU'I'il'Rlfflt..L, 
Not attending 
the wedding 

13 *<7)Jf'ilt, Your age 

20{"\; (20's) :¥ 50000 

30ft - (30's-):¥ 100000 

20-40f"\; (20- 40's) :¥ 30000 
50{"\;- (50's-) :¥ 50000 

20ft(20's) :f.c l., (none ) 
30ft- (30's-) :¥ 50000 

20ft (20's) :¥ 20000 
30ft- (30's-):¥ 30000 

¥30000 

¥ 20000- ¥ 30000 

¥ 20000- ¥ 30000 

¥ 20000- ¥ 30000 

¥ 5000- ¥ 10000 

¥ 5000- ¥ 10000 

¥ 20000- ¥ 1 0000 

750)!1!UIO)\!i'¥1J'IllJIJ\J]t\:QIJ!l:!il<l:il!l:til'9. 275fl31<l:r{J'o.J:@Iil11J'SOK<::91JI, 
175fl3;!Lt:5'ffl3~2!20)!f3!21<= Gil<~ o 7<~~t=A>tt:~ \3 t: l!'l'>. 275 +275~4 
75fl3. 375+375=675fll<::l<l:t.J:(, 575fl31<=. 
~lliii'Jo.>::;~~- ;uc~~lllillil ( -7 -< 1 <=11lM~nttl,!;lt;. m• \jjtl<t'f!l!c~ o 

Refrain from enclosing even numbers of bills in an envelope. If you want to give 
20000 yen, enclose one 10000 yen bill and two 5000 yen bills. If you attend as a 
couple . 50000 yen Is appropriate rather than 40000 yen or 60000 yen. 

No cash present is necessary for no-host pany or after-party. 
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CoY~dol eY~ce Mo~'~e'1 Etiq111ette 

• 1!!11!(1'~1l!lti) 

Fushiigi-bukuro (Envelope for a Condolence Money) 

!l!•rr l<l:cOJ ~lH&<:t.r2R 

iNJ <:illi!!lG<J<9. iWII(i!i!<: , , ' 
111.!1 1<:(.;/vr."!!li!O)~!l'!!l. 

Wnte "Goreizen" (For the 

alter) on the front in a tight ink 

that recalls tear-smudged 

color. 

.!. 
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H 

e ~110)13~ Rough Guideline for Condolence Money 

;\j(,A. The deceased 

5?.illl·iilii* 
Sibling 

iilii~ 
Parent 

~H5tfll 
Grandparent 

;t;(; . :Bii 
Uncle/ Aunt 

-tOJf!l!~Jii 
Other relative 

~Willi* 
Co-worker 

llllslll:lliH:tt 
Business partner 

:lii.A · JillA 
Friend or acquaintance 

:lii.A·JillAOJlii* 
Family member of a friend 

1\'i!i!ii'li 
Neighbor 

W!ll! Condolence money 

¥ 30000- ¥ 50000 

¥ 50000- ¥ , 00000 

¥ , 0000- ¥ 30000 

¥ 1 oooo- ¥ 3oooo 

¥ 1 oooo- ¥ 2oooo 

20ft (20's ): ¥3000- ¥ 5000 
30ft- (30's-):¥ 5000- ¥ 1 oooo 

20ft (20's): ¥ 3000 
30ft- (30's- ):¥ 5000- ¥ 10000 

¥5000- ¥, 0000 

¥5000 

¥3000-¥ 5000 

'1'¥tl.=:JfU:.::t..:~ 'J:?, '1'-!llfili;J::i:T*Slf~IJ o *iJII;J:B,\! 

U~l;l:i!iljjl. ~ 1);1; ~~i\:I:I;J:, .:I. 1J'i"+'¥'!1,gt<!i>t,€> ?t~*51 

O)f.J:' 'tO) t o t:htl!J:~ 'c~li, 8~ '!ti1!!ll'tPTo 
Use the special envelope wrapped in black and white 
ribbon. Choose the envelope with a musubikiri knot that 
will not come untied or retied so misfortune won't be 
repeated . 

,/ •il!l BackoftheEnvelope ~ 
..l:IIIJI.l1!l!l<:t!J<iJ;51<: ----- - - .. 

The top half should be on 
top 

(~J 
<t'll!G'.> Inside Envelope 

•i!iit<:l1i!T. E£'8. ~~~~litllc•<t.>• • 
~~~~l!!l<: .rr<J<9. GbOJA ::>lt<IJ:IL <: 
t.l.l'*''"'ttlvl.l'. crrtl t<t:*ii,LI<:->t;:!li 
tl§~Atlltt.OJ~. 11111'lOJl!!~..l:l <:. 

Write your home address and name in light 

Ink on the back of the Inside envelope, and 

J the amount of money either on the back or 
- - front of the envelope. Enclose crisp 

banknotes folded lengthwise if possible. 
The front of the notes should face up. 

•<. 
• '1'!-RfiO)c ~O)!«k!>O)~J,,.;a 
How to wrap condolence money in a crape wrapper 

1. :>!D1<1:1i:II!JI;:. 
2. l'lllll.l'5/tlti!:l 
J . ..t:llllt.>'rFiillrrJI<:t.><>&o51<:. 
4. :li:IIII~IJ'•Y.tt"LT~Itil>. llll!lc:>lb~ 

I:!D<I. 

1. The catch should be on the lef1. 

2 . Fold the lower half up first. 

3. Fold the upper half down so the tip 

faces down. 

4 . Wrap the whole envelope with the left 

side and fasten the catch. 

5. Hand the condolence money while 

B*LOJJ21<1:. 4(91;). 9(5), 8(31<1l>l.l'tl<:~L)~i!I1"L. ll!iill!<:l<l:td'L\OJ(?, 
2JJPJI<I:r.lii'!I1<J: G. 

D 
I \ 

Avoid enclosmg 4, 9 and 8 bills as they represent death. suffering and good luck. 

respectively. 
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text by Fuhito Shimoyama 
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=F~S:t>i'E:sRllllHiWC:. i'E~i'E9l!J~ -'C~~M<fci:JT~ <. 

'f7.. r-~t>;rwtt:.;;,jji;!lli1J'~~1 , -c~tt:~11J'. B*~ 

*a9!1~ 1 <::Jl!ld:i'le~mr.:~~ J -c:~ 1/.:, &IJ' s~~~!Sl 

1L. a1c: ~ J t:ld:rct>~mn_!J~i!ll~~t>®.;;,~;s• 

~~~s. •-c:-c:<n-c:®o~~3~••~.;;,•~ 

®0. ·-~~0~~~~~~-~0@-:>~Jl!~~~ 

03, Jl!~iGi'E~I<:::JSf\t:'f7.. l--t>:::>~1t>S~1ille 

~l:~*3L.~t>®.;;,, ~L.01J'.?~Ij~~*a·~ld:. 

r.:r.:r.:r.:2A~r~lli~tit 5 r.:l1)~t.>~. ~;s•~ .;;,2Ab' 
l::e' 

-ll~tt:~~0 1L:;r;li "5/.:E3~/.:/1)~iJilllild:. ll!lit>b'~ 

Mt>b'~®.;;,, reb'S. Jl!IH!Sb~~" -c~lt<. jOJ 

Jj!'Ma.~l<::lliR~.;;,ic::JI:J .• 'fo:l!*.;;,.::_~~<. ~ 

"'Li1iibt:*§.i'i~*~ 1I L:ili!i ~ iGJ:31<::~-:>/.:, ~b'~ 

E3*A~~A~~5911~1<::lliR~I.:~e~.::_~, 'f7.. 1-

I<::J:.:;;,t>::.;:F-~ ::.;?JLJ~7..t:::-71<::. t>ld: o;~tJ'Jt* 

S~b'-:>tc~r.:, 

At a dear friend's wedding in New York, my eyes filled with 

tears when I looked at her beautiful, happy face. Then she 

told me, "Don't cry, honey, it 's a happy day!" I wanted to 

tell her I wasn't crying because I was sad, but didn't know 

how to explain why I was crying. People cry for different 

reasons at American and Japanese weddings. In Japan, 

weddings are intentionally made into tearjerkers. Several 

practices- the bride reads a touching letter of appreciation 

to her parents, the bride and bridegroom give each other's 

parents bouquet flowers- are meant to put the newlyweds, 

their families and even other guests in tears. A reason is 

that the wedding ceremony emphasizes the couple and 

especially the bride's flight from the parental nest into 

independence. So Japanese cry out of happiness, joy and 

a little bit of sadness. The tears are bittersweet in a way that 

they are not in America. At American weddings, people's 

eyes may well up if they are overcome with emotions. But 

weddings are simply meant to honor the couple's union 

and future. People enjoy drinking, eating and dancing as 

a way to celebrate the occasion, and I learned how to do 

so without tears after attending several weddings. Still, 

when I attended a Japanese friend 's wedding recently and 

listened to a series of sentimental speeches, I found myself 

constantly reaching for my handkerchief. 


