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Only a single-string pearl necklace or pearl 

earnngs should be worn. All rings except 
wedding rings should be taken off. 
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Women 

• Wear formal mourning attire, or a dress or 

suit in black . 

• Short skirts, short-sleeved shirts or low-neck 

shirts should be avoided. 

• Wear black stockings even in summer. Avoid 

revealing bare legs. 

• Tie your hair. 

• Heavy make-up or perfume should be avoided. 
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Mourning Attire fo r Children 

Prepare a black dress for a girl, and a white 

shirt and black or navy pants for a boy. 

Students may wear their school uniforms. 
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Men 

• Wear a black or dark-colored suit with 

a white shirt. 

' • Wear a matte necktie in solid b lack. 

', • Do not wear cuff links or a tie pin. 

\ • Socks should be black. 

\ • Wear non-shiny black leather shoes. 
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• Refrain from wearing enamel or lame 
shoes. It is inappropriate to carry a 

reptile-skin bag with a flashy catch. 

• Handkerchiefs should be white or 

black. 
• Plain umbrellas are preferable . 
• Bring a Buddhist rosary if you attend 

a Buddhist funeral. 
• Do not wear a leather coat since leather 

suggests the slaughter of animals. 
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What is Kaden? 

Kaden is the condolence money offered at a funeral 
in the place of incense. If you choose to give other 

offerings like flowers, a k6den is unnecessary. 
However, relatives and close friends tend to give 

both k6den and offerings. 
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Cover Address 

The cover address should be written in a light 
writing brush or a pen-type writing brush. Ballpoint 

pens should not be used. For Buddhist rites, Shinto 
rites and Christian-style funerals, writ ing on the 

envelope "Goreizen" (For the altar) is commonly 

accepted. 

Et iq uette at Weddings and Funerals 

When giving cri sp bank notes, 
fold them lengthwise once 
before putting them in the 

envelope . !1/ 

Different Types of Cover Addresses 

Business Associate 
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Write the name of the company 
andyourtttleor thedepartment 
ln smaller letters along with 
your name. 
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If you attach your business 
card, stick it at the lower left of 
the blackMand-white ribbons 
(called Mlzuhikl), leaving your 
name unwritten. 
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It is common to start writing the 
name of the highest·ranklng person 
in the center, adding other names to 
the left In order of rank. Recently, it 
has become acceptable to write 
names simply in center alignment. 
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Write the name of the group In the 
middle of the envelope, and enclose 
a sheet of paper indlcatlng all the 
names In the group. 
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When You are Unable to Attend the Funeral 

Send a letter of condolence or a condolence telegram. 
When sending the condolence money, send it via 
registered mail. 
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When and to whom should you give the money? 

Bring the condolence money either to the wake or 
the funeral service. If you attend both, bring it to the 

wake and tell a receptionist at the funeral hall that 
you have brought it to the wake. If there is no reception 

desk at the wake, you may either leave the envelope 
at the altar facing the deceased when you offer incense, 
or hand it to the bereaved. 

When you were asked to bring the condolence money 
by others who are unable to attend the service, sign 
the condolence book for them as well as for yourself. 

Write "proxy" or "dairi" at the lower left. Home address 
should be registered. 
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Sending a Condolence Telegram 

Send it to the chief mourner. If you are unsure of the 
name of the chief mourner, address "the bereaved of 

late Mr. XX.'' The most important point is to make sure 
the bereaved know from whom they received the 

condolence telegram. Specify your name, and other 
information such as your title, affiliation, home address 
and home phone number. Send it to the funeral hall 
prior to the funeral service. 
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Wake and Funeral Etiquette 
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At the Reception 

Bow deeply once and extend your condolences. 

Place the crape wrapper on the reception 

desk, and take out the condo lence money. 

Fold the crape wrapper lightly. Hand the 

condolence money with both hands, with the 

envelope facing the receptionist. 
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Refrain from Greeting the Bereaved 

Do not talk to the bereaved, espec ially the 

chief mourner, because they wi ll be busy. 

Etiquett e at Wedd ings and Funera ls 
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It is considered polite to take even a 

small bite when the meal is offered 
because it is considered to be for the 

deceased"s soul. Talk about the 
deceased over drinks and food, but 

11~ 
Wake 

Sign your name in the 

Give condolence money 

Offering of incense 

do not stay long. Hosting of a meal 
by the bereaved 
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How to Offer Flowers at a Christian-style Funeral Service 

1. Receive a flower with both 
hands in front of the altar. 

2 . Hold the flower close to your 
chest with the flower facing 
the right, and bow once to the 
photograph of the deceased. 

3. Tum the flower clockwise. Offer 
it with both hands with the stem 
facing the altar. 

4. Bow again to the photograph 
and pray silently. Step down 
and bow to the bereaved. 
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Non-religiou s Funerals 

Some funeral services hold a viewing only 

among family and close friends as a wake. 

Drinks and food may be offered afterwards. 

An altar and casket are prepared and flowers 

are offered . 

• Attire 
Wear plain clothes in dark color. 

• Condolence Money 

Write "Goreizen" (For the altar) on the cover as at 
other runeral services. Do not use a Buddhist 
envelope with a lotus. 
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Funeral Service 

registry book. 
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Greeting f rom the chief 
mourner 

Final viewing by the 
bereaved 

Sending off the ca sket 

The bereaved go to the 
crematorium 

• 111! ~ Offering incense 

1(a & b) 

The Buddhist priest offers incense first , 
followed by the bereaved. Bow once and 

go to the incense urn in front of the attar, 

and bow again to the photograph of the 
deceased. Keep the rosary draped over 
your left hand. 

a -2 

Pinch incense with your right hand, and 

place it the urn of smoldering incense 
after bringing it close to your forehead. 

a-3 

Repeat this process once or three times. If 
there are many mourners, do it just once. 

b-2 
Take a stick of incense with your right 

hand, and light it from a candle. Put out 
the burning incense by swinging it lightly 
or fanning with your left hand. 

b-3 
Place the incense vertically in the urn of 

smoldering incense. 

4 (a & b) 

Put both hands together to the photograph. 
step back a little, and bow to the priest and 

the bereaved once before returning to your 
seat. 
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It is inappropriate to ask for a viewing. Do so only 

when asked by the mourners. 

1. Stand(or s~) by the casket, bow once to the deceased. 
2. View the deceased quietly. 
3. Pray for the soul of the deceased, and put hands 

together or bow once. 
4. Step down after paying respects to the deceased, then 

bow to the bereaved. 
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Hold it in your left hand with tnetassel d~wn . It IS mapp op 

to place the rosary on the flaor or a chair 
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the rosary draping between 
thumbs and forefingers . 
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It the rosary is long, drape- It 
around your middle fingers . 

Hold It in your left hend when 

carrying. 
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