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Giving Bridal Gifts 
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Etiquette at Weddings and Funerals 

Giving a Bridal Gift 

When you are invited to a wedding reception, you 

may give bridal gifts in the following forms. However, 

it is most common to bring a monetary gift to the 

wedding. There is no gift registry in Japan. 

• a monetary gift-bring to the wedd ing 

• a gift-send in advance 

• both 
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When Attending a Wedding 

Take out the congratulatory gift from the crape wrapper 

at the reception. and give it to the receptionist. Let the 

receptionist know if you have already given it prior to 

the wedding. 

When Attending a No-host Party or After-party 

More couples hold a no-host party nowadays. If you are 

attending a no-host party, a monetary gift present is not 

necessary. Simply pay the party fee at the reception. 

If You Will Not Attend the Wedding Reception 

If you're unable to attend the reception, send the monetary 

gift along wrth your congratulatory message via registered 

mail. Write the cover address, and mail it at least one 

week prior to the wedding. If you are not attending the 

reception, send half the amount. If you cancel at the 

last minute, sending the full amount is considered 

appropriate. 



When Attending a Wedding Reception 

Generally, only sibl ings and the most intimate friends 
give both monetary and nonmonetary gifts. However, 

it is common to give nonmonetary gifts to compensate 
for a small monetary gift. Avoid taking nonmonetary 

gifts to the wedding reception or the after-party. 

If You're Not Attending the Wedding Reception 

If you wi ll not attend the wedding, send the gift prior 

to the wedding. 

• Mail the gift after receiving the invitation. 

• Generally, colleagues spend 5000 yen, and close 
friends spend 10,000 on a nonmonetary gift. 

• It is not inappropriate to inquire about couple's wishes 
if you are a close friend. Tell them your budget in that 

case. 
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How a Funeral Service Unfolds 
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The fact you are informed means the fami ly would 

like you to see the person. Visit immediately once 

you receive a notice. 
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Viewing 
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Viewing is mainly for family and relatives, but some 

close friends may also b.e informed . If you wi ll 

attend a wake or a funeral service, do not bring 

condolence money at this time. at this time. It 

may look as if you had anticipated the death. 
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What to Do When You 

Receive N ew s of Someone's Death 

Do not inquire as to the cause of death. Simply express 

your condolences, and confirm the schedule of the 

wake and funeral. Ask if you should inform other 

people of the death. 
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Ex pressions of Condolence 

"Kono tabi wa goshushosama desu" (You have my 

deepest sympathy). 

"Totemo zannen desu" (I'm very sorry for your loss). 

"kokoro kara okuyami moshiagemasu" (Please accept 

my sicerest condolences). 

It is appropriate to make honest comments like "I'm 

sorry," " l'was shocked," or "I don't know what to say." 
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Wakes were originally held by the bereaved to 

protect the deceased from evil sprits by burning 

votive candles and incense overnight. It is common 

to attend only the funeral service if you are not a 

personal friend of the deceased. In case you are 

unable to attend the funeral, it is okay to attend 

only the wake. Formal mourning attire is not 

necessary at a wake. 
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Private or Family Funeral 

More families hold private funerals nowadays. Refrain 
from attending if the notice indicates it is a private 

funeral. Attend a farewell ceremony or official ceremony 

if one is planned at a later date. 

Funeral Service I 
Memorial Service 
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A funeral service is for the bereaved and c lose 

friends to wish the loved one a peacefu l departure. 

A memorial service is an opportunity to bid farewell 

to the departed. The two are normally held on the 

same day. 
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Mourning Attire 

Relatives 
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Et iqu ette at Wedd ings and Funerals 
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It may seem unnatural to wear a mourning 

suit. It may give the impression that you had 
prepared for the death. Do not wear heavy 

make-up or accessories. Avoid fl ashy nail 
polish. 

ell~ Wake 

.!E'<tt.l:~~~t't;t>;c C ±l!ll\1<>i'7/l::"- ::>:\"'::>:-·;;t,.:ct'OK(~ft t;t:1-? 

A-'/t:,\l\;?-?91' )o 

toi::xt!, "t<ft>iS~~Hlitoi::Vft::>:f-·A·/?Illl/LfS>ic, - 'Ti'Ji 

1'irmt..:J;H1'F.QO)tl<:t-- o 

It is appropriate for women to wear a dark-colored suit or dress 
instead of formal mourning attire, and for men to wear a dark
colored suit and a black necktie. 

It is important not to be perfectly made up for the wake. For 
example, flesh-colored stockings with the mourning dress would 
be just right for women. 
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Mourning Attire for Relatives 

The formal mourning attire tor women is a suit, a dress or 
a dress-and-jacket ensemble in solid black. Short-sleeved 
or low-neck shirts are inappropriate. Relatives may wear a 
kimono in solid black. 

A black suit is commonly worn by men. The bereaved wear 
a black mourning band. 


