
~1$0)1,;);3 

:1"7·;~7.A-'Y:IJol;l:;f-7.A-'YIJ'£;$:o El;$:1'1;!:, t'l!be'fo 

~ 'ffl'il'l;l::l'7·y7 .A-'/1:8~ 47~1 ~~!bGO)Ii1L~o :ffif;¥ 

:!*l:f'fH&l' Jl::<f> -:> -rt. f'fH!iJI;!:'llHlHfO);i!; ~C'I;J:<f>fJ ;1:1!: 

lvo '.J-/7-'IJ [ , < t.:ltfoiMJ'I;!:NG I 

formal 
7>.t-7Jv!i ** 

v;l.t-5/?I7'1'/::f 
t.,..;l.t-5/?I7'1'/::f~S~~~~:;~~~ 

9'Qt<>c. !'bj'tJ'./:t7J~-ct~oK. t-t.,..:; r:~ 
J&t>J..trc~Jllll;: li!~53i;l c:: . 

Men's Attire 

The basic attire for men is a black or dark-colored su it. 

In Japan, black suit and wh ite necktie are cons idered to 

be most form al. Even though an invitation may ind icate 

t hat attire is casual, refrain f rom wearing jeans. Casua l 

does not mean dress-down casual. 

Restaurant Receptions 

It is considered appropriate to wear more 

casual attire or even sandals to a restaurant 

reception . Bring in high-fashion trend. 

very formal 

7>.t-7Jil!i *** 

slightly casual 
7>.t-7Jil!i * 
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After-party 

There are no set rules for an after-party, but 

try to wear a colorful dress. It is pretty to wear 

shiny accessories because an after-partytends 

to be held in the evening. 
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Matching necktie and pocket square 

will add formality to a suit. ~ 
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moming tie 
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bow tie 
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ascot tie 
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cross tie 
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:~4: Etiquette at Weddings and Funerals 
I I 

' ' 

fBl~~C'O)?j-- (~iit.J) 6Jiffli;i C') 
Reception Etiquette (from singing in to seating) 

~f<:ti<I:!F~t.>l.:~aott"L Sign in Promptly 
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Complete signing in no later than 15 minutes prior to 

a reception . Give yourself time since you might need 

to check your belongings into a cloakroom or freshen 

up. Waiting rooms are often provided. Wait in the 

prepared room after signing in . Turn off your cell 

phone and put it in your purse. 

e ~ i'.t 0) 5~ t1. Signing in 

~~~fi "'''H· 't:~ ~~H 
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1. 
Guest : "Congratulations!" 

ReceptJonist. "Thank you very muct1." 1 

Guest and Receptiomst : Bow. 

2. 
Guest : Open the crape wrapper, and 1 

hand the money gift with the 

envelope present facing the 1 

receptionist. Use both hands. 

Receptionist : "Please write your name 

here." 
Guest : Sign your name. 

3. 
After signing In, receive your seatmg 

information and waH in the waiting 
room if there is one. 

(( 
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At the Reception Desk 

Bridegroom's guests should go to the groom's desk, 

and bride's guests should go to the bride's desk to 

sign in. If you are invited by both of them, check with 

the desk. 
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Marriage between Two Families 

Marriage is sti ll considered an estab lishment of ties 

between two fami lies. Signs in front of the wedding 

hall may read , "Wedding of XX family and YY 

fa mil y." 

::rc'ElilttOJI,!Jlti 
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If You Bring Your Child 

It is better not to bring your ch ild , but consult w ith the 

host in case you cannot arrange a baby-sitter. If a ch ild 

gets cranky, take him out immediately. Also, tack 30% to 

50% on a cash present if a kid's meal is provided. 

;gJ97.>c~ 
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If You are Late 

Call the reception hall and inform the person in charge. 

If you arr ive late, contact a reception staff befo re 

going in. 

:r-::rJvl;:m<c~ 
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When You are Seated 

Bow once to other guests at the same tab le before 

seating you rself. Introduce yourself before the 

reception starts. Simply stating your name and 

relationsh ip to the bridal couple is sufficient. If you 

miss the chance to do so before the reception , try 

after the toast . 

' ' ' \ 
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Et iquette at W eddings and Funerals 

t~fi~"t"O)?r- <~~::th) G si*J ~ 1 -r> 
Reception Etiquette (from toasting to exiting) 
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Taboo Phrases 
• words suggestive of associate separation : 
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t lnti*'•l.•1'9. I*Jgl;t, §~GIJ·~ ~~~·~ ? ~ 
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GT. end, cut, part , draw apart, break down. etc. / 

If You are Asked to Make a Speech 
• repeated words (marriage should not be 1 

' repeated): tabitabi, tamatama. masumasu, , 
Read a prepared letter if you feel pressure. Share 

some heartwarming stories about your fri end. 

Offer positive anecdotes that highlight his or her 

personality. 

', etc. "; 
' / ', ...... " 

e .A I::-7 (}) m I5X i9H Speech Tips 
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2. EIB~fl' 

fl.. liWiHBO)i%!J:11!iji~IJ'50);&AO)QOC:$ Gi3:9. 

3. U::IJBIJt.>..A.@~iJ!lfl' 

~j$:9';)~II::"'.I-I'~U97.>C: J;t, ' · 

4. (;j:t,>it;110)f!! 

1. Say congratulations 
Mr. X, Ms. X, and all the family members. Please 
accept my congratulations (Honjitsu wa Omedeto 
gozaimasu). 

2. Introduce yourself 
My name is XX and I am a high school classmate of 
the bridegroom. 

3. Talk about his charming personality 
Present a specific anecdote related to the bridegroom. 

,,,rciJ~S. 'Q':>C:BJl7.>t- ,~B¥~~tJ·n7.>c:::ccG.~;5. 

C:5~;J<(d5~ttl <:. 
4. Send your best wishes to the newlywed 

I am certain that you will c reate a loving family. I wish 
you both a long life and everlasting happiness 
(Suenagaku oshiawase ni). 

5. fSV'O)~Jl 

:$:Bia:a:c:::cl<=d5~~t>cc5c~t-,a:9. 
5. Wrap up 

Congratulations again. 
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If You are Asked to Provide Entertainment 

At a Japanese wedding reception, friends often 

organize entertainment in addition to speeches by 

the couple's bosses or fr iends. 

Perfo rm something that everyone can enjoy. Avoid 

inside jokes. 

I 
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Tips When Conversing with Strangers 

For the most part, focus on saying nice things about 

the bride or groom. Refer to the couple as Mr. XX or 

Ms. XX rather than using their nicknames. 
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Bring a Good Camera 
Since chances of taking a photograph 

with the couple are limited , it is a 

good idea to go to the dais for a photo 

during chat time. After taking photos, 
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step away from the dais for the other 1
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Toasting and Dining 

It is okay to continue eating during speeches and 

performances. However, applauding at the beginning 

and end is always polite. When you dine, keep pace 

with others at the table. When a guest at the same 

table is making a speech , you are expected to stop 

eating . It is nice to give him a comment when he 

returns to the table. 
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When You Leave 

When th e party ends, say "Thank you" or "Ariga t6 

gozaimashita" to other guests at the same table. Take 

th e menu, name card and seating list along with the 

thank-you gift from the couple. Greet the bridal couple 

on your way out. It is nice to offer compliments on 

the reception and food . 
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