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Etiquette at Weddings and Funerals 
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*~~f:j~·:tt~~c:teg9 -Q t ~ 
Attending Weddings and Receptions 

B*(J)~:)Ltt, *S~~(J) I;t:tJ•!:: , !Jill~ , =.;xfitJ<<!;;IJ , 

-:>~ S\. >(])*J!!It/l'i", ~*!9 .Q,S,f.:IJ(])~ii.1ii::J:-,TIB 

tJ>t't/J'EJ tJ>;tJ IJ :J:9o 

1\i;ilit'l;t, ~*f~l;tJiti*Jt.:Oitt'iUtt , i~BvA ~ 5/Iil: 

t'!Ji\RI~-7'1' ~lffl( .A.tii'Jii. T\.>:J:9o ffij;¥~t'tf.:lt/: , 

Rliil<ilRifl:::of'*'tJ<<t;;.Qc~l;t, l:!uli.A.t.:!>tJ<~:J:.Q, 1: 
(])J:'jljJ~--T1'f.t(])t;>_ iJj:j\ijl::!i/1~~ 0 

filli\ii~, "' 1)A~~~,.A.i\ii'i.tt..:I:JI~~t\.>0l.'0o 

*J!llli'i", ~~flijlijlc::<*J!L-,,;I;:.A.t..:l: , ~.ll!stt 

There is a variety of wedding ceremonies, 
including Shinto and Christian-style weddings, 
as well as secular weddings. 

A marriage may be celebrated with a wedding ceremony, 
which can be performed by a religious officiator or 

through a similar government-sanctioned secular 

process. 
These days, an increasing number of couples choose 

to hold a private ceremony among relatives only, 
holding a wedding reception at a later date. Check 

in advance what kind of people will attend the party 
and confirm the dress code. 

A wedding reception IS an opportunity for newlyweds 
to celebrate their marriage. It is important to 

behave appropriately when you attend a wedding 
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• 1$h'!Hl.liJlO)ii1icl!ll."<ttl:l90)1<1:$'-::1-. :5<ttl<l:i\O)IMJI<I:V 

-~>7:v t--~A t---lv"<t:p]llll7.>tJ:cL., c::t-Jlr.L.,iJ:L., ,d. .. 
• 1$ii!iitcil'J1$il!i"<tftl!il:J~t'i, ftl!!D1d:~1AI<I:fflt111HC:ftl!#'f 

e9', D"<t:JI:t7.>r.:l:tct>OK. 

• ~~r.:r:trc:l±lll!l97.>~1"i- !i!;;t;:~rc:<:::mfd"<t;m9~~ 
I<I:®IJ3'tth,. ~rc:r*c::~ 'rcr.:~ 'rcmLJa 13<:cc, 

WieB*Iilililt.J'Ssl~tl:l~~si~MrtJ'imen7.>0)t.J'-~ 

~c9o tJ:f.J'IC:I<I:, i\:O)®ciC:~MJclll:!lJ~IJI~I:tS 

nn17.>!it'it>®IJ3'9o 

• Ills inappropriate to expose one's shoulders in front 

of a god or a Buddha. Women should wear a jacket 

or shawl. 

• For those who do not drink, when offered a libatron, 

it is considered appropriate to simply set the glass 

briefly agarnst the lips and leave 1l unfrnished 

• A monetary grit rs not normally expected when a guest 

attends only the ceremony. On the contrary, t11e 

newlywed couple generally hends thank-you-for-comrng 

gifts to guests. Sometimes, a simple dinner is held, 

at which guests are expected to pay a fixed price. 

-"'"-------------------------------------

: 3 =~x~ After-party 
: • 1 r-------------------------, 

~Jl:ti;t:ii'JJOc:'~~tJ· ? t~AI:t. , .::.AO)*S~ 

H&'ri't :rot~d)(J)t,(J). 1KA~ ctJ'-S·t~•J(J)f~/1) 

t::Eflti 1_, :1' '9 0 

An after-party may be held to allow those 

who did not attend the wedding reception to 

join in celebrating the couple's marriage. It 
is organized by the couple's frrends. 
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1B1~~*1i.Fw ~,f.: G 
What to Do When You Receive an Invitation 

~llli l<l:c~7.>r.:l:t!F< 

C'~:hli-Jl!Ira9 ~:li*JI: , ill< tt2li!ira9l'Ji*JI: I;J:~${;', J!.llEl:l: 
C'l:'f:lE:Ii:htJ•':>>d:~ ,~.g-I;J: , ~§'foi:~(J):tj()ll.{rfJ;:ji_ ( , ~'-:>I: 

IJ:hli:htJ•{>tJ•(J)lf:~l\t.r o 

Reply ASAP 

Reply within two weeks or within one if possible. Even if you're 

unsure of your schedule, avoid postponing your reply. Inform 

the couple of the situation and tell them when you might 

know. 

l±lllfic~t&:~,e:~ : :fli. I!!R~H-:> 

ill< tt~~'nf(J) 1 -2P~ra9ii<Ji:I;J:~~I:Jl!< J:?l:'fof!Cf,r, flC 

ifH:li:lEE3(J)1'r FlM tJ•€>$1.,)2,~:1'90 :lE'M':ll:C'I;J:IJ< :;f 1J :/7 J~ 
(J))l:i!iii;J:, jf(ffl'StJ<fJ;::tJIJ~Ii:h:l:9, 

If You Ca nnot Attend : 

Send a Congratulatory Telegram 

It is common in Japan to send a telegram on ceremonial 

occasions. When you send a congratulatory telegram, 

make sure it arrives at the reception hall one or two hours 

before the wedding starts . If possible, write a personal 

message instead of a stock phrase. It will mean more to 

the couple. 

r::RflilJO)ffi;'i.J'JO);j{--(;.; H;J:, ilD::J;IJ~itB\J I ;:rulaJJL.;9;!tJ;l,lL:I:: , I!JiS:t'\tdllUtJ', 
rl35:rtc"50)t§ltti:tJ: IJ. 't ::> "50)J'JtJ17<:$ta:lutcJ I::J\1:. ::> C:: L., ::J; 5 L: 1:: t.oilD IJ ::J;9, 

• l±iJic 

r~tti:-::>~ .. ·Ji;J:7f<:fLC'9o r~Bi;J:)j;j9J.I±l~H .. J rc?t.., 

Ttf±>Jl(J)i;B.g-tJ>-::>tJ•t' J>d:c,~to >J I!lit > J(J)>d:~ 'i*l~l:, rl±l 

JlfiJt fL: Ho(J)I:c? t.., Ttil- lt>d:< IJ ·:Jfo~.g-(f±>Jl'l"~jf( 

>d:c )i;J: , :htJ' ::> foP~J~C'9('·;t;~t,r, !!EI31;J:Ii'ilt.:<<U'J~ 

f$tr.)l: -t!:t'l:, 

• lt!la:>*Eillll'ti:C::ill1d:-:>tc 

r<IO~•I:<5't*~tJ'~"'"'*t..,TJtt.:lt ~:1'9o 

• :rc'tlt.J''J'<!< c:'¥1.J'Jl11ttt&:~, 
rrcttJ<t]\c'<~ •to~ , l±lllfit.ri!lt<" 1!:(~ •tot.:~:l:9 J t , 

iE~Cl!HtliOKo 

·ml<i:~?'n,:t=;;< 

'F~il<!O-:Jfo~.g-, Uii£Ucll!t..,T, r'l"tHlf>d:~'>liltJ!JC'J 

t!!EI3Hlof*a<JI: t..,t,:~ •(J)I/77-o 

M91f~~El~:h~ ::> ~-.g-~ $A~'SC'~>d:< , ~~(J)

(J)AI:lil!~t.r , -t t.., Til!El , $AC$tilit.rfL:;t:l'I., J: ? o 

s¥¥~t~>d: ::> fo~.g-, lillAt(J)t;~l]:hiH(J)t~t..,tJ•C'~ 

>d:~\ b•?~;t1JtJ•<; , ~;Ji{rf~jlc9-Q(J)Ii-Jillta<JC'9, 

~*l'IW!.5L;i~;'l"~cfll!~>d:c)l:'f~il<IO ::> to•.g-, ~op(49El ) 

(J)f.91;J:, tllPili"-(J)I±lllfii;J:m!;t:l'9, tot.:t..,*J'I~>'Jc(J)'f~ 

I;J:i32-'fili!JiC', 
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1. Cross out all the honorific expressions. 
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i.lJ 
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Ei 5:i O)~~c.)(,y -tz

:;:~tf!l~iili :'l. t: 

ili ffj;O)!~t5' 
Will Atte...,d 

3 ftll!'liJ"t"lll!lv c:· e: ·~ttn \ten: 
~*9"cll!llv c - :JZI;: 

2. Write a congratulatory message and a reason for not 

attending in the blank space. 

3. Add "Yorokonde" and "sasete itadakimasu" before and 

after "Shusseki" so it reads "Yorok.onde shusseki sasete 

itadakimasu" (I'm delighted to attend your wedding). 

e Explaining why you will not attend 

• You have work 

It's rude to say " I'm busy." Some neutral comments, 

like " I'm afraid I will be on an overseas business trip" 

or " I'm unable to attend because of a business matter," 

would be more appropriate. If, after accepting an 

invitation, you must cancel because of a personal 

matter, contact the host as soon as possible. There 

is no need to provide specific reasons . 

• You have another wedding to go to 

Simply say you have a previous engagement. 

• You are tied up with small children 

It 's O.K. to say you're tied up with your ch ildren and 

will not be able to attend. 

4. Write a personal message to congratulate your friend . 

When declining a wedding invitation, refrain from explaining in 
detail why you cannot attend so as not to give the impression 
that you are placing less importance on the couple's wedding. 

• Sickness, injury or death of a relative 

If there is a death in the family, simply tell the couple 

that you 're unable to attend because of unavoidable 

c ircumstances. 

If it happens on the wedding day, contact only the 

person in charge at the wedding hall. Explain the 

situation to the couple at a later date. Generally, a 

funeral is put before a wedding for one cannot say 

good-bye to a deceased twice. 

If an immediate family member passes away, refrain 

from attending any kind of celebration for 49 days. 

However, you can be flexible and judge for yourself in 

the case of relatives . 
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*15~i~ ·1&:~~ -r 0) m~~ 
What to Wear at Weddings and Receptions (ceremony attire) 

~li8BiJijfflO)t.:~IC:t>, BJ'I{\~ l§.c~~I C:ii!~j~;'l C: 

~Jl~NBli'i\fi't;J: , :±l!I';~O):!'J:Ii!I~~Jl.T, i'E!@<Y.>i:>,,t;J:i'E 

~O)x~fl!liifi\'>~~9:0)f~i'-~ ?iJ•tl' '*oo ~:ILO)f.!:' 'Hil. 

~~·L·iJ<ttT o 
~±JJ;(;l:, Ji~~Nlt'£0)A-'Yf.!:c . 'tt'ttl\1\''Hil.~O) 
J-.iJ<J,,\tJO)o 1"'1/A(;l:, J\1\"f(;l:;(j:( , l'~'!>fo(t~Jli:>''J'S 

~l.KA-l'o (td!.'v, i'E!@J:fJ'tEI:lL-:JHil.~\'>i'E!@O)J'Sl'<Y.> 

'!>SO) 1-'vA~Ji'!i:>O)t;J::Eiil:t:~:ILo ,, ., ?\'>¥ftf.!:c0)1]\ 

'lt.lt..:ss-rot~a•~*~A-~ A ~ -~~~fflW$<t..:i:> 

O)l'St;J:l]!;t T) 

very formal 

7:>r-vJv!l *** 
1117WcCOI!liii'Ut 

1117J!JO)I!lil!'i'!>'l<l:. tL~L'rr(COIJ' 

"'?T-o 

Hotel Receptions 

It is appropriate to attend a hotel 

reception in a formal dress. 

~~I""BCO~fi!il!l97.> 

MC0~:±:~-~~0. ·~-~~~~.A~

J!J~~O)~!>IIBCOIJ1ii57.>C:~~IJo ~i!'ii<J:?"- :1 

'\'>;til/0~~- 1!fi;llj1:J~ffitJ:O)L'tJ'()'jj!iJ!ll_, "Co 

Wearing an Overgarment 

It is a good idea to have a shawl or a bolero 

to accommodate changing temperature. 

Wear a Bright-Co lored Dress for a Reception 

Relatives and guests judge a bride or groom through 

their fr iends' behavior. Try to dress appropriatety not 

just for yourself but for the bridal coup le. 

Many people tend to wear black attire for ceremonial 

occasions. Women should choose a bright-colored 

dress rather than a black one to make a reception 

colorfu l and glamorous. Avoid a white dress or 

shawl. 
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~ Attending a church 
, wedding in kimono is 
\ another good 1dea. 
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Practical Accessories 

1\ ·~ J;J' Bags 
J b?I<J:. ?iii'lt.JC:J \-7 4 J b?'(~l!.il i ~I'J"!5il>itll!l)O)::I\:IJI,}, 

t.:-:J I~5l'I:JTS~. ::k~c ll331<l:? D-?I~ fll l:t;n·o 

Carry a small purse along with a handbag to a reception. 

Check your handbag into the cloak room. 

1. A~,;~~::;? 2. :1J;>(5 3. J\::1:1J'TC:74YY:J. 

4. ltlf!>(•1'< <!) I~A ::>t.:2tllfili s. ,.{§;!lllO){tl!l/iil 

1. Spare stockings 2. Camera 3. Handkerchief and lissue 

4. Money 91ft in a crape wrapper 5. Essential cosmetics 

7 Q -e -tf 1)- Accessories 

7'?12~'.!-I<J:.t/iilld:JI-J!JI.J'~EPlfl.o llli~'l>'IJ'5'1.JIJ'SCO!lil 

t"ii<J:, )1['\'>5":::1)1;5'0):±:t.: r' l/::\l ~t:'-;('I'> I-T .>< J!J;l'it!COJ \ 

- 5'4 J\ ,;~~i. 'li<:ifd:~O):l't?.\7'?t~ 1J- ~Il>!OJ..fl"C!ill'l'> 

IJ'I~~::>"C o 

Pearls are a good choice. At an evening reception, 

wear a cocktail dress and colorful accessories, such 

as jewels , and carry a beaded or enamel purse. 


