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Overgrown Plants 

Do not chop off the branches of a neighbor's tree 

even if they intrude into your property. Talk to the 

owner f irst, and ask him to trim the branches. You 

may also volunteer to trim them yourself, expressing 

your concern for the trouble it would cause your 

neighbor. 
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Holiday Illumination 

Not everyone likes illuminated decorations. Some 

people may not appreciate flashy lights and the curious 

c rowds they may draw. If your neighbors seem 

unenthusiastic , consider not decorating at all. Make 

sure to turn off all the lights at night, and put away 

seasonal decorations immediately after the end of 

the event . 
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• Share Some Dishes with Your Neighbor 

When you want to share what you have cooked, bought 

or received from others, put the food in a disposable 

plate so they don't fee l obligated to wash and return 

the p late to you . 

• Giving Costly Food Would Burden a Neighbor 

Refrain from giving delicacies because they wou ld 

burden the recipient. 

• Giving Reciprocal Gifts 

When you wou ld like to give some food in return, wait 

a li ttle whi le to do so. If you give something soon 

afterreceiving something, it may seem as if you went 

out of your way to prepare the gift in return . It is 

appropriate to add a little thank-you note. 
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Everyday Visits 
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Be considerate not only when you are paying formal or 

scheduled visits, but also when you are making a routine 

visit . 
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Basic Rules When Visit ing 

Avoid visiting during the busy morning hours and during 

mealtime. If you 're visiting in the evening, do so by eight 

o'clock. When you schedule a visit, make sure to announce 

the estimated time of your arrival. 

® ' 
' 
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When a Child's Friend Comes Over 

It is not necessary to prepare anything special when your 

child 's friends come over. If you want to offer something, 

however, you may give them light snacks. 

It is also okay to serve your child's friends lunch, but make 

sure to call their parents and let them know about it. 

If you receive a call from a parent, express thanks for the 

invitation, and let your child stay for lunch. But it is better 

to decline a dinner invitation. 

Unless there are some leftovers to share, it is not appropriate 

to have your child bring gifts when he visits his friend. 

Etiq uette of Dai ly Liv ing 
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Asking Preferences 

It is more kind to give specific 
choices by saying, "Which would 
you like to have, tea or coffee?" 

ml!!tl'tl'l:tc:::~ 'rct>. ~M 
tl'::>~ rc~ 11;J:~ 'IJ'Iil!Oli'.!. 
Make sure the cups are 
not chipped or stained . 
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When You Pick Up Your Child 
If the mother of your child 's friend invites you 

in for coffee when you pick up your child , you 

may accept the invitation. She might have some 

concerns about the children that she wants to 

share. It 's also a good chance for you to become 

friends. 

e Explaining will not attend 
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How to Offer Tea 

Place the tray on the table when you serve tea. Serving tea 

directly from the tray is inappropriate. Place sweets on the 

left, tea on the right, and a hand towel on the far right. Refill 

the teacup after about 30 minutes when the tea gets cold. 
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It is your responsibility to send a 

vistting child back home safely. If 

It's already dark. take him home 

yourself. Ensuring safe return is rar 

more Important than serving snacks 
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Inviting 
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Inviting friends and relatives could be a burden for them. 

Avoid pressuring them to accept your invitation. It's important 

to give them space to turn down the invitation. Show your 

sincerity when inviting a guest by saying, " I know you're 

busy, but I'd be honored if you could join us." 

.. 

Etiquette of Daily Living 
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Don't be disappointed or blame I 

anyone if your invitation 1s turned 1
1 

down. I 
I 
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I Inv it ing Shouldn 't Be Forcing 
', When you invite someone, humility is 

\ best. Be careful not to pressure a 

, guest or to demand his participation. 
\ 
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When You Are Invited to a Private Exhibition by 

Direct Mail 

It could be just a simple notice to announce the opening 

of a private exhibition, so don't feel pressured. However, 

if you receive an invitation to an opening party of the exhibition, 

let the person know if you don't plan to attend. 
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Appropriate : "I ' d be happy if you could come! 

But don't feel you have to." 

Inappropriate: " I know you're not busy. Why don't 

you come?" 

Even if someone clearly seems to have free time, 

don't assume that he or she will accept your invitation. 

If they accept your invitation, show your sincere 

appreciation so that the person gets the feeling that 

they are doing something nice. 
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Appropriate: "My home is a mess now, but would 

you like to drop in for a cup of tea?" 

It's better to invite someone to a casual tea than to 

a formal afternoon tea with guest tea sets. To invite 

and accept casually is the key in building friendships. 

Appropriate: "I 'm sorry I couldn't make it last 

time. How about chatting over a cup of tea at my 

place today?" 

It takes guts to invite someone especially if it 's the 

first time. If you happen to be busy this time, think 

of another event to make it up to her. It takes even 

more guts to invite you again. 

Appropriate: "I haven't prepared a thing, but please 

just bring yourself." 

If you are close friends, invite the person casually by 

saying, "We can't start without you ." You can also 

use your children as an excuse to get together, saying 

something like, "My child wants to hang out with your 

son." 
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Etiquette of Daily Living 
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Asking for a Favor 
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When you ask someone for a favor, refrain from making 

a request directly even if it is an urgent matter. It is 

a good idea to use signa l words at the beginning of 

your request so that the person knows what is coming. 

Let the person know 
what is coming. 

"There is something 
I'd like to ask of you." 
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Make it clear that you specifically 
need that person's help. 
"You're the only one I can ask." 
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Hop: Let the Person Know What is 

Coming 

" If you had some time .. . " 

"I hate to bother you , but -" 

"There's something that I need your help 

with ." 
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Step: Make the Person Feel Happy to Help You 

Show your diligence by saying , "You're the only one I can turn 

to," or " I really need your help." It is better to exaggerate the 
size of a favor before making a request than to make it seem 

smaller than it really is. Phrase your request in a way that would 
make the person feel happy to be helping you . 
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