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Vis iting Quickly is Essent ial 

Visit neighbors on the same day you move in . It is 

not necessary to dress up for the occasion, because 

your neighbors shou ld be relaxing at home. 
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V isit Together with Your Family 

It is preferable to bring all of your family so as to 

introduce everyone to your neighbors. If you go alone, 

inform them of your family's makeup. 
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If You're Living Alone or Renting 

an Apartment 

Many residents, especially in big cities, want to preserve 

their own privacy. If you are living alone or renting an 

apartment, it is not necessary to pay visits to neighbors. 

Simply say hello when you run into them. 

Things to Tell the Neighbors 

It is a good idea to share some information about 

your family so the neighbors feel secure. For example; 

letting them know that you are a working couple and 

absent during the day; that a husband works irregular 

hours and comes home in the small hours; that you 

have a dog; and so on. 
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Visiting a Landlord 

If the landlord lives in the same building or in the 

same area, visit him upon moving in. Bring a small 

gift worth about 1000yen. 
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Moving Out of Town 

It is polite to say something like, "We're moving out 

this coming Sunday. We apologize for any anticipated 
noise" when visiting your neighbors to announce your 
move. It is not always a good idea to inform them 

days ahead oftime, because they may feel compelled 

to prepare a farewell gift. 
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When You Receive a Notice of Moving 

' ' ' ' I \ 
' ll<!llli11~if.lt!!l5 1 ~rJ::.·n,I<J:< rt>. ' It is essential to tell the moving neighbor that he's 

going to be missed. However, it is not appropriate to 

ask where the neighbor is moving or why. If he tells 

you where he's moving, say something nice about 
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the place. 
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I for your kindness" even if you I 

\ hadn't built a strong relationship / 

\ with the person. / 
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Cha nging Schoo ls 
If you need to transfer your child 

to another school, give his friends 
small gifts like sets of letter paper 
and envelopes. 

------- ~~ 

e How to Write a Change-of-Address Card 

•Title 

"We moved!" "We have moved to our new home in XX city!" 

• Notice of Address Change 

,." 

"We have recently changed our residence to the following address." 

• About the New Home 

"Our station is XX on the XX line. It's a five-minute walk from the 
station. (It's XX city.) It's a great place surrounded by greenery." 

• Inviting People to Your New Home 

"Please stop by when you 're in the area." 
If you know the person well, you may even say something like, 
"I'd like to take you to a nice restaurant I found near my new 
house." 

I 
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Inviting and Visiting 

Helping w ith the Move 

Helping your fami ly and friends with the move is a 

great gift. If you are unable to help on the moving day, 

give a farewell gift instead. Something worth 3000 yen 

to 5000 yen would be appropriate. 

Congratulatory Gift? Or Farewell Gift? 

People have different reasons for moving: starting on 

their own, obtaining a new property, transferring jobs, 

and so on. Send a gift as a farewell gift rather than a 

congratu latory gift to someone moving due to a career 

setback. 

Be Considerate 

Some, especially those getting transferred, may not 

be happy to move. Be considerate in what you say. 

House Pla nts 

It's always a good idea to give a plant to someone moving 

into a new home. Green plants are said to have soothing 

powers. 

Gift Ce rtificates and Cas h 
Gift certi ficates or cash wi ll be appreciated , because moving 

could be cost ly. 

Coffee-table Book on Interior D esigns 

An illustrated book on fancy Interiors would be helpful in 

designing a new home. 

Interior Goods 

If you know your friend's tastes. give him necessities like a 

kitchen mat or slippers. 
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r~e Decorative Objects 
Avo,d giving a decorative ob' 

Thank-You Gifts for Helping with the Move 

Don 't forget to give thank-you gifts to friends and 

movers who helped you with the move. Inviting friends 

for dinner will make a nice present. Give cash of 3000 

yen or so to movers for them to buy drinks after or 

during work . 

Thank-You Gifts to Neighbors 

Pay a visit to neighbors with a small gift to say good­
bye. 
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Invitation to Your New Home 

Inviting gift senders to your new home 

for lunch or dinner often makes the best 

thank-you gift . 
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