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It is rnappmpriate to complarn about how 1 

hard rt was to make the reservatron. Instead, : 
make comments on the restaurant's fine 1 

\ points and express your pleasure about I 

, havtng drnner wrth her. 

' ' ' ' ~~~ 

I 

I 
I 

I 
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When There is a Lull in the Conversation 

He might be feeling pressure if he knows that he's 
not good at making conversation. It you like him, tell 
him that you feel comfortable being with him. Even 
whenyoufeelnoattraction, trytosparkupaconversation; 
it will only make the date more enjoyable tor the both 

of you. 
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: L o ~ 
~ Thank him for having selected a : 
\ nice restaurant. If you feel nervous 1 

, ), In an upscale restat1rant. tell hn11 / 

"' ' ~onestly how you feel. 
1

1 

' / '.... .,."' _____ ..,-
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Be careful not to give off the impression that you're 
used to dining in fancy restaurants. Be humble and 
always show your appreciation. 
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Inviting and Visiting 

Paying the Bill 

Receive the b ill from a wait staff if you intend to pay 

fo r the both of you . If the bi ll is on the table already, 

place it near you to show your intention of picking up 

the tab. 
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1
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I"' the cclSe he po1d the b1 II ~; le 

~OVI've ;., the lod1es "~ 
I If you intend to pay the bill, 
\ do so at the table while she 

I 
I 

I 
I 

: If the btll has been paid when you : 

I 

\ return to the table, that is a token I 

of his intention. Say thank you ,' 
' steps away to freshen up. 

\ 
\ 
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When Treating 

Do not force your intention because some may feel 

uncomfortable being treated. Do not act condescendingly 

just because you paid the bill . Refrain from telling 

how much you paid even if you're asked. 

~ ____ .... , 
/ 

/ 

, 
' mstead of insisting on paying 1 

', your share. / 1 

' / 

'........... .... .... /" ___ __ , .... 
I 
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When Treated 

If you like him, it is a good idea to say, " Let me treat 

you next time" so as to suggest another date. However, 

if you 're not sure if t he relationship will work out, it 

is recommended you split the bill . 
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Paying the Bill 

Tell her to wait outside the restaurant, and pay at the cash 

register. 

When Being Treated 

Wait outside the restaurant. Even if you intend to pay your 

share, do not check the amount at the cash register. 
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It is good manners to show your intention of paying 

your share when he comes out of the restaurant. 

If he says, "Can I have just ¥XX?" pay him saying, 

"Arigato" (Thank you) or "Gochiso sam a" (Thank you 

for the meal). Avoid offering to pay by saying, "Is ¥XX 

enough?" or not offering at all. 
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When a Woman Treats a Man 

Japanese men tend to feel uncomfortable having 

the bill paid while he steps away or receiving money 

in the presence of others. If you want to treat him, 

ask him to wait outside the restaurant, saying, "You 

always treat me, so p lease let me take care of it 

today." 
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Inviting and Visiting 
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Meeting a Friend, Arriving Late, Cancelling at the Last Minute 
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Arranging a Meeting 

It is preferable to say, "I will visit you at 11 o'clock," 

rather than, "I will visit you sometime between 10 and 

11 o'clock." The other person may be kept waiting a 
long time if you give him too wide a time range. 

When Running Late, 

Inform the Other Person ASAP 

If you realize that you are going to be late, immediately 
contact the person you are meeting. By alerting him, 
you can change the time and place of the meeting, 

and he can use the time productively. If you are meeting 
at a cafe, the one who is late should pay the bill. 

State the Time of Your Arrival 

If you know how late you are going to be, tell the 

person honestly. Saying "I'll get there soon" when 
in fact you're going to be 30 minutes late will make 

him more irritated. Give yourself 15 extra minutes 
when arranging the meeting time . 

Calling is Better 

When you contact the person on your way to the 
meeting place, make sure to call him directly. If he 
doesn't carry a cell phone, suggest meeting in a 
cafe. 

mmm 
mmm 
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Apologize First 

If you are late, apologize first by saying, " I'm really 
sorry for being late. You must've waited for a long 

time" or "Thank you very much for waiting." Apologize 
for being late, thank him for his patience, then offer 
an explanation. 

When Cancelling 

When you need to cancel an appointment, apologize 

and reschedu le by saying, "I'm so sorry to cancel. 

Will you tell me when you are available next?" 

Listen First 

Don't get overly upset about his lateness or last-minute 
cancellation. Listen to his explanation first and then 

offer some advice; he may have gotten involved in 
trouble at work or in an accident. 

Giving a Reason 

When you have an unavoidable situation and need 

to cancel the appointment, explain the reason carefully. 
You could annoy the other person by saying, "Something 
came up" or"There is some other thing I need to take 

care of," because he might feel his appointment is 
less important. If you are close, explain the reason 

in detai l and apologize sincerely. 
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!~2! Inviting and Visit ing 

I I 

~~ -::> ~L,-r~t.:t~O)~l\~"J _/ ------- ',, 
Notice of Moving In 
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The aim of paying a visit to neighbors when you 

fi rst move in to a new home is to relieve each 

other's anxiety. When visiting, bring a small gift 

li ke hikkoshi-soba (buckwheat noodle), hand 

towe ls or a box of cakes. 500 yen would be a 

suffic ient amount for t he gift. If the neighbor is 

not at home, leave a note in t he mailbox to let 

the person know that you have moved in. Simply 

write your name, address and a note that you 

wi ll visit again . Do not leave the gift in the 

mailbox. 
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: Hikkoshi Soba : 
1 When moving in. people often present 1 

' I 
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\ 

their new neighbors with a gift of hikkoshi 

saba, literall y meaning "moving saba." 
The saba noodles symbolize longstanding 

relationships. Dry noodles 

' ~re preferred to fresh noodles. 
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\ Attach nos hi paper on the front of the - - - - -

\ wrapped gif t. The cover address 

\ should say "goaisatsu ," which means / 

\ "greetings.'· 1 
\ / 
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How Far to Go and What to Ask 

Ask your neighbors about community rules, 

garbage regulations and the name of the 

community leader. Asking these questions 

implies that you have a sense of soc1al 

etiquette. 

/ 

One-Unit Home 

Visi t the homes on either side 
of your home, as well as the 
three homes facing yours. 

Apartment Building 
Visit adjacent rooms and 

apartments below and above 
yours. 


