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Hints on Inviting and Visiting (before the visit) 
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The Purpose of a Visit 

In Japan, inviting a girlfriend or boyfriend over to your 

parents' home often means that the two of you have 

started a serious relationship. When visiting, be aware 

that the parents will likely be vi ewing you as their 

child 's potential spouse. 
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Small Gift 

In Japan, it Is very common to bring a small 
gift when visiting someone at home. Gifts 

\ can consist or a box of sweets. an assortment 

\ of frui t or flowers, or a bottle of wine or sake. 

\ Consider the number of family members / 
' when choosing the present. It is elegant to 1 

',,wrap the present in furosh iki cloth. "' 1 / 
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Visit at the Right Time 

When you pay a home visi t for the first time, 
plan the visit according to their schedule. 
Avoid visiting during mealtime unless you are 
specifically asked to do so. Amve there within 
five minutes before or after the appointed time. If 
you are going to be late. call immediately and let 1 

~ them know the estimated time o f your arrival. /1 
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Cleanliness is Important 

It is a good idea to wear a skirt below the knees, 

since it will cover your legs when sitting on 
a tatami floor in a relaxed position with your 
legs together to one side. Don't wear too much 
makeup or perfume. Refrain from wearing 
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boots that take time to take off upon entering t 

the home. It is preferable to wear stockings or / 

socks so your bare feet won't touch the slippers /I 

offered by the host. Entering the home barefoot /1 

', ~:~ ~ake your host uncomfortable. ~;,' 

--- ---
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Pets 

Beware of pet odors. Some may not like pets or 

be allergic to animals. Inform the guest in advance 

that you have a pet and if necessary, restrict the 

pet to another room before the guest arrives. 
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Clea n Your Home 

\ Clean your home, especially the 
\ entrance and the bathroom , before 
' the guest arrives Decorate the room 
', with flowers to welcome the guest. 
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For a Guest with a Small Child 

Prepare sweets and toys for the child so that he 

won 't get bored. Put away fragile objects. 
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Hints on Inviting and Visiting (at the entrance) 
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First Impressions are Important 

First impressions stand out in one's memory, so your 

behavior at the entrance area may determine whether 

the visit is successful or not. That said , keep in mind 

that your friendly attitude is more important than small 

detai ls. 
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At the Entrance 

Offer the guest slippers, and take her coat at the 

entrance. It is nice to prepare a towel on rainy days. 

Arrange the shoes of the guest neatly after taking 

her to the living room. 
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; Leading a Guest to a Room 1 

~ Walk before the guest. Look back and talk : 

, to the guest occasionally when you lead 1 

\ the guest. When you locate the bathroom. ,' 
, point wi th your hand, with fingers closed 1 

', together. mstead of w1th your 1ndex finger ~ 
' / 

' ' ' ' 
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I Do Not Turn Your Back 

It is considered basic etiquette not 1 

to turn your back on people and ,' 
sacred places like a Buddhist altar. 1 
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When Taking Off Shoes 
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1. Take off your shoes in the center of the entrance, 

fac ing the host. 
2. Step up from the entrance to the corridor, and kneel 

down without turning your back to the host. 
3. Arrange your shoes neatly in the corner of the 

entrance. 
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1 Take Off Your Coat Outside ofthe House 1 
\ Check your appearance before ringing the ,' 
\ doorbell. Take off your coat and gloves 1 

\ beforehand. If It's not certain whether you I 

, will enter the house, keep your coat on and / 

', say, "Excuse me for keeping my coat on." /I 
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How to Call Your Boyfriend or Girlfriend 

When you visit your boyfriend or girlfriend 's home, 
avo id call ing them by their nickname or without an 

honorific title. Always add "san" after their name. The 

same rule applies when you visit a friend 's home. 
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Hints on Inviting and Visiting (in the room) 
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A tokonoma is an alcove where a 

hanging scroll or a vase of flowers is 

\ displayed. Do not sit on or place your 1 

\ belongings in the tokonoma. 
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Seating Arrangement 

Seating arrangement is by pecking order. In the case 

of a Japanese-style room, the guest is offered a place 

nearest the tokonoma (alcove), and the host sits near 

the door so she can wait on the guest. In a Western

style room, the innermost seat is offered to t he guest. 

(See the pecking order chart on page 35.) 
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l Place your handbag under 1 

\ the table or on your left. ' -
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Sitting on a Zabuton (cush ion) 
Place your closed fi sts on the 

zabuton cushion in front of you. 
While supporting your upper body 
with your arm s, slide over onto the 
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, zabuton in a seiza posi tion. Do not / 

' move the zabuton toward yourself. / 
', ' 
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