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Speaking

Academic Speaking Skills

The Speaking section measures your ability to speak English effectively in academic
settings, during class as well as outside the classroom. The tasks in this section resemble

:/ X‘th real-life situations that students encounter:

éusing a class, students are expected to respond to questions, participate in
;6 mic discussions, summarize what they read and hear, and express their views
pics under discussion.

. Guﬁi%tassrnumf students participate in casual conversations, express their
opinions ﬁ:municate with people in such places as the bookstore, the library,

the cafeteria & housing office.

Speaking Sectig@@Description

In the Speaking section, you wi@ced to speak on a variety of topics that draw on
personal experience, campus-based sgnglions and academic content. The Speaking
section is approximately 20 minutes lon

&;Iudes six questions.
The first two questions are called Independer ;@ing Tasks because they require you

to draw entirely on your own ideas, opinions and nces when you respond.
*

The other four questions are called Integrated Speaki because they reguire you
to integrate your English-language skills—listening and s j r listening, reading and
speaking—just as you must during class and outside the cl ﬂ
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Speaking Task Types

TASK TYPE TASK DESCRIPTION TIMING

Independent Tasks

Rone This question asks you to express and defend a Preparation time:
personal choice from a given calegory—for example, | 15 seconds

0 important people, places, events or activities that you

0 enjoy. Response time:

45 seconds

2. Choice O/‘ This question asks you to make and defend a personal | Preparation time:

choice between two contrasting behaviors or courses | 15 seconds
(i

.
" Response time:
' 45 seconds
Integrated Tasks
Read/Listen/Speak
3. Campus Situation * Are & (75-100 words) presents a Preparation time:
campu issue, 30 seconds
Topic: EfLand Expiein * Alistening 0-80 seconds; 150-180 .
words) commeNtan the issue in the reading Respanse time:
passage. G0 seconds
= The question asks you arize the
speaker's opinion within of the
reading passage. oy
4, Academic Course = A reading passage (75-100 vmnﬁ} Preparation time:
defines a term, process or idea fro academic | 30 seconds
Topic: General/Specific subject.
= An excerpt from a lecture (6090 seconds; esponse time:
150-220 words) provides examples and speci Seconds
information to illustrate the term, process or idea

from the reading passage.

= The question asks you to combine and convey ‘9/(‘

impartant information from he reading passage

and the lecture excerpt. /
Listen/Speak 6 7/

5. Campus Situation » The listening passage (60-90 seconds; 180-220 | Preparation time: ‘(L
words) is a conversation about a student-related | 20 seconds
Topic: Problem/Solution problem and two possible solutions. AD
. Response time:
The question asks you to demonstrate an e /\

understanding of the problem and to express an

230-280 words) is an excerpt from a lecture that | 20 seconds

opinion about solving the problem. O
6. Academic Course » The listening passage (30-120 seconds; Preparation time: /‘S

Topic: Summary explaing a term or concept and gives concrete *
examples to illustrate that term or concept. Response time: //
= The question asks you to summarize the B0 seconds @
lecture and demonstrate an understanding of
the relationship between the examples and the
overall topic. *
TOTAL 20 minutes

/
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Speaking Responses

Like all the other sections of the TOEFL iBT" test, the Speaking
section is delivered via computer. For all Speaking tasks, you'll use a
headset with a microphone.

For Speaking queghg)s that involve listening, you'll hear short spoken
passages or conve For Speaking questions that involve
reading, you'll read sho tten passages on your computer screen.

You can take notes througho Speaking section and use your
notes when you respond to t i-:ms

Your responses will be recorded an the ETS Online Scoring
Network where they will be scored b cad raters.

How Speaking Hesponses@&cored

Your responses will be scored holistically. This rneans

listen for various features in your response and assign a si

score based on the overall skill you display in your answer. ﬁ.@
scoring criteria vary somewhat depending on the question, the r

generally will be listening for the following features in your answer :

* Delivery: How clear and fluid your speech Is, including good
pronunciation, natural pacing and natural-sounding intonation
patterns.

L 4

* Language Use: How effectively you use grammar and vocabulary
to convey your ideas.
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Topic Development: How fully you answer the question and how
coherently you present your ideas. Good responses generally use
all or most of the time allotted, and the relationship between ideas
and the progression from one idea to the next is clear and easy to

A
9/

follow.
Q detailed criteria, see the Speaking Scoring Guides in

Ap . These will help you better understand how responses are
evaluat Q

It's impoPEnt tgemgte that raters don't expect your response to be
perfect, and hi g responses may contain occasional errors

and minor Iapsasfg a?OEithe three areas described above.
*

Speaking Skills/@factice

The best way to practice speaking’i

In some countries, you can find Engli

to help you with conversation skills and
If you can't do that, find a friend to practi

native speakers of English.
phaking tutors or assistants
all,communication skills.
ing with every day.

G%b‘

(Targeted Activities)

Independent Speaking

Try the following activities to build the skills you’ll need for the
Independent Speaking tasks:

» Make a list of topics that are familiar to you and practice
speaking about them. The topics can be academic or non-

academic (sports, hobbies, travel, etc.).

Think for 20 seconds about what you did yesterday, then recount
your experiences in one minute. Remember to use the past tense
of verbs and use connecting words and phrases, such as “"first,”
“then" and "while | was."

Think for 20 seconds about what you plan to do tomorrow, then
talk about it for one minute.

Think of a story with which you are familiar. Tell the story to
several different people. Try to tell the story faster each time.

Collect a number of pictures from magazines and newspapers.
Look at each picture, then describe it in one minute. Describe
the same thing more than once, using different adjectives and
adding details.
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Complete these Week 2
tasks and update the
checklist on page 9.

= See sample Speaking questions In
Planner Appendix 1 and experience
them on the Planner website at

www.ets.org/toefl/planner.

Review Speaking Scoring Guides in
Planner Appendix 3 to understand
what score levels mean,

EEIYT] Listen to sample responses and
view raters' comments on the Planner
website to help you identify your current
level and your desired level,

| General Speaking Practice

= Practice using language for giving
opinions, language for describing problems
and solutions. and language to compare
and contrast.

//) Cearn to use idiomatic and informal speech

ly and appropriately by listening

English speakers and trying to
mi ‘Jw expressions.

Practice w@: ons, such as it's,
there's, -"manﬁn order to sound
maore natural wh f

Work on pronunciation,

stress, intonation patterns ;
There are a number of pmdud%
websites that can help you develop O

pronunciation skills, including
Pronunciation in English fram *
AmeEnglish.com® and ETS.

wart
*
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= State an opinion or a preference for something familiar and
present clear, detailed reasons for your choices. Use connecting
A words or phrases to help explain your opinion (for example, “the
¢ g reason | prefer” or “this is important to me because").
note taking: You are
ermi ke nm:a on the readin + Make a recommendation about a topic of concern or interest to
gn dii aterial in the | mta% you and explain why your idea is the best way to proceed.
i nl:eg
Speaking the TOEFL iBT* = Think about topics related to studint Iﬁef{fnr axamlje. t:a type:
test. Becaushae r ng and listening of -:Elassajs you enjoy taking or the best Ip ace to study). For eac
i vy T noios topic, write down two reasons to explain your preference and
:tsha LAt ! g o speak on this topic for one minute.
may not be necessa , note-
taking practice will he'ﬂm are * Write down topics on Slll:'.lS of paper. E::lr.‘,h day, choose one
for the test. randomly and practice giving a one-minute response. Repeat your

responses to each topic two or three times to build fluency.

04

rgeted Activities)

Integrdted Speaking

These activitiSg€an help build the skills you'll need for the Integrated
Speaking tasks:

* Listen to a talk orf't
www.national
notes to give a summary
record a one-minute aral su

tional Geographic website at
i / and take notes. Then use your
falk to a friend and eventually

example, the environment). Prepare line for a one-minute
opinion speech about the article or ta outline should
include your opinion, two points to support opinion and one
detail/reason to support each point. /\

?’
* Read an article or listen to a talk ¢n anyg Eua that interests you (for

* Find campus newspaper articles on the Internet. ding the
articles, express your opinions about them to a friend. /’

* Read a short article from a newspaper or a textbook. Wri
two or three questions and then answer them orally. Eventu
record your answers to the questions. @

* Find a textbook in English that includes study questions at the O
end of each chapter. Practice answering the questions orally. ¢
Start by reading about subjects with which you're familiar and
later move on to less familiar subjects.
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* Find listening and reading material on the same topic. The

material can contain similar or different views. The listening
A material can be a news report on a current topic on TV or radio,
/) + and the reading material can be a newspaper or Internet report.

Iake notes or create lists of important points on the listening
d reading material.

- arate oral summaries of the information in the listening
eading material. Practice paraphrasing using different

words matical structures.

- Combine the | ation from the reading and listening
material and ajp ippwriting how they relate. Later, practice
explaining it uraliy@unly your notes for reference.

— State an opinion about t 5 and information presented in
the reading and listening and explain how they relate.

- |f the reading and/or listening describes a problem,
suggest and explain your own sol

the problem.
' Practice Tips for the Spe?l@fectiun

* When you practice for the TOEFL iBT* Speaking seé ke 15 seconds to think about what you're
going to say before you speak. Write down a few key ideas and plan how you will organize
your response. Don't attempt to write down exactly wha ﬁnd going to say. It's a waste of your time,
and raters will be able to detect responses that are read an give them a lower rating.

* Record your responses and replay them. Evaluate your effort by &}ummf these questions:
*
- Did | complete the task?

— Did | speak clearly? O//
— Did | make grammatical errors? }

Did | use words correctly? O

Did | organize my ideas clearly and appropriately?

Did | use the time effectively? % *

Did | speak too quickly or too slowly?

*
Did | pause too often? //(

= Record your response another time a few days later. Compare these responses with your earlier
responses. a
b 4
= Ask an English teacher or tutor to evaluate your recordings using the appropriate TOEFL iBT Speaking
| Scoring Guides from Appendix 3.
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omplete these Week 2
ks and update the
list on page 9.

o [T Use the ’ apter in
The Official Guide * Test

N Group Speaking Activities

Have fun trying these activities to practice your speaking skills with
friends or a study group:

s Make “note cards" with description prompts. For example,
describe your favorite restaurant, your best friend or an ideal
house. Put the cards face down, choose one and respond in
45 seconds.

= Join a club whose members meet to converse in English about

(Chapter 4) for more pra movies, music and travel. If a club doesn't exist in your area, start
one. Invite native English speakers to join you.

~
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= With a group, list opinion topics and write these on cards, Topics
might include research papers vs. oral presentations, laptops vs.
O desktops, school uniforms vs. wearing regular clothes to school,
O and so on. Each person chooses a card, prepares a one-minute
resentation and then presents to the group. The speaker must
0: port his or her opinion with reasons. The group then can
e each topic.

* Divi members into pairs. Have each pair of partners
choose un problem college students face and brainstorm
two solutt e problem. They should prepare role-plays in
which one pa rrbes the problem and the other provides
the solutions an tes which solution he or she prefers
and why.

* Practice using transiticn@ d phrases such as however,
first, on the other hand and: st to help listeners follow your
speech. With a group, write as rré itions as you can think
of on cards. Each person must ran j hoose one card and

then create two sentences connect e transition word on
the card. You can use a timer and allow ea rson 30 seconds
to respond. /‘

» Set up a discussion club with a group of friends, I, one
member chooses a talk or a speech (available anline
or video form) and everyone in the group listens to it. *
group gets together, the leader for that week summarizes th)/

talk/speech and leads a discussion on the topic.
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