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Lesson 2

POP RETURNS HOME WITH

PAD NEWS

Bob rells his wife Susan that he lost his job. Susan suggests that
he start his own business.
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Susan:  What's the matter, dear?
Bob:  Susan, [ got canned today at work.
Susan: But Bob, you were Peter’s right-hand man!
Bob:  Yes, and he stabbed me in the back.
Susan: Keep your chin up. Maybe he'll change his mind and
take you back.
Bob:  When pigs fiy?Once he makes up his mind, he never
changes it. Besides. I told him off.
Susan: Look on the bright side: you won’t have to set eyes on
Peter ever again.
Bob:  Thank goodness for that!
Susan: Hang in there. I'm sure you won't be out of work for long.
Bob:  In the meantime, we'll have to live from hand to

mouth.



Susan: Don’t get too stressed out, Bob. We'll make ends meet.
Bob:  1can always get a job at McDonald’s as a last resort.
Susan; 1 don't think they're hiring right now.

Bobh: If worse comes to worst, we can sell our home and
move into a tent.

Susan:  Let's think big! Maybe you can start your own business.

Boh: Easier said than done!
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IDIOMS — LESSON 2
(to) change one’s mind - to alter one’s opinion or decision
S ED A BAEERD

Exaspeir: Brandon wasn't going to take a vacation this year, but then he
changed his mind and went to Bora Bora for two weeks.

easier said than done — more difficult than you think
8OO, S TVWHL EVEELY

Examrre: Moving into a new home is easier said than done.

(to) get canned [slang] — (o lose one’s job; 1o get fired

gt -

Exampre: After Chris got canned. it took him a year to find a new job,
SwNosyms: 1o gel sacked [Slang], to be givensthe ax

(to) hang in there — to persevere; to not give up
hEBHLVTEEED T, (D& (Lan T3
Exanrce: | know you're four games behind, but you can still win the ten-
nis match. Just hang in there!

if worse comes to worst — in the worst case
BEOBEIC-15
Exanrre: Ted's car isn't running well. If worse comes to worst, he can

take the bus to school,
A ¢ "if worst comes to worst" 2 W Gl e D E
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(to) keep one’s chin up — to stay positive

ERAEMT., ~Zhhdev, KEH L STHERS

Exavrie: Even when he was unemployed and homeless, Bill managed to
keep his chin up.

last resort — the only alternative left; the last solution for get-
ting out of a difficulty

B0 FER

Exampie: Haruki was locked out of his house, He knew that as a last
resort, he could always break a window.

(to) live from hand to mouth — to barely have enough
money (o survive

EZNHAEBLATS, FORESLELTLA

Exameie: Jenny was earning 55 an hour working at the store. She was
living from hand to mouth.

(to) look on the bright side — to be optimistic: to think about
the positive part

MPLT I ALELD

Examries Dan was upset that his soceer game was canceled. His mother
said, “Look on the bright side, now you can stay home and watch TV."

(to) make ends meet — to manage one’s money so as o have
enough to live on

UL ATIRBEH T Rt fliindeddg THS T
Exaveir Kathy wasn'ifib1e o make ends et so she had 1o ask her
parents 1o piry hee rents

(to) make up one’s mind — L %21 AR EL LD

out of work — unemployed; not working
e TR A

Exampie: Gary was out of work for six months before finding a new job.

right-hand man - the most helpful assistant or employee
film, Figgd e A
Exampie; lehiro’s right-hand man helps him make all his decisions.

A% ;AR 1t rght-hand woman" &V 5 S EI L S & 0 1705,
AEH91Z i right-hand man" @ 5 24 & i 9,
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(to) set eyes on — to look at; to sce for the first time
~FRDH, ~Z&D

Exanmpie: Ted was in love from the moment he set eyes on Amber.

(to) stab (someone) in the back — to betray someone

W%

Exaspre: Jill and Heather were friends, until Heather stabbed Jill in the
back by stealing her boyfriend.

(to be) stressed out — under severe strain; very anxious
APV ZARILED

Exampie: Joe is so stressed out about his job that he'can’t sleep at night,

(to) tell off - 10 scold: to tell someone in strong words what
one really thinks

it Sy WMET S

Examere: When Ted showed up for chemistry elass a half an hour late, his

teacher really told him ofT.
SynoNYM: 10 give someonc a piece of one’s mind

thank goodness — |'m grateful; I'm relieved
FOHE, Lol
Examrii: When Ted came home at 4 a.m. last Sunday, his mother said,

“Thank goodness you're home! | was so worried about you.”
Synowyms: thank God; thank heaven

(to) think big - 1o set high goals

A< BRS, IpLpTe s

ExaMene: Why rnu for Governgr '“QN'?“'&*‘_“R'-' Think big: run for Presi-
dent of the United Slrg;lcsf” '

What’s the matter? — What's the problem?
AL E LEDHS

Exaserr: What's the matter, Bob? You don’t look very happy.
Synonym: What's wrong?

when pigs fly [slang] — never
o, BATHD

Exameie: Will Ted teach Nicole how to play the guitar? When pigs fly!
SynonyMs: when hell freezes over: never in a million years
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= PracTicE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1

2)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

What's the ? You look upset.
a) situation b} issue ¢) matter

I know I can trust you. You would never stab me in the

a) leg b) back ¢) arm

I Bob and Susan run out of money, they can always borrow

money from Susan’s sister as a resort.
a) final b) first ¢) last
You look really stressed . Why don’t you sit down, re-

lax, and have a cup of tea?
a) about b) in c) out

Bob, everything will be fine. You just need to keep your chin
and remember that tomorrow is another day.

a) up b) down ¢) above

I justean™t miake up my whetherto order chicken or fish.
a) head b) brain ¢) mind

Nicole accidentally slﬁppc'ﬂ on Ted’s guitar. Ted got really
angry and told her :

a) off b) out ¢) away

Your husband left you for his psychologist? Hang there!
I'm sure he’ll realize she’s crazy and then come back to you.

a) up b) in ¢) out
ANSWERS TO LESSON 2, p. 161
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