Blue hair's
all the rage
this season.

I see that
tattoos are
popular too,
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AMDER COMES OVER
TO PAKE COOKIES

Teds girlfriend Amber comes over to help with the cookies.
Amber has experience baking cookies from a former job. Susan
leaves the kitchen so they can work hetter.
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Ted:

Susan:

Amber;

Susan:

Ambenr:

Susan.

Ted:

Amber;

Susan:

Anther:

Mom, Amber is here to lend a hand with the cookies.
Hi Amber. Nice to see you again.

Good 10 see you too, Mrs. Johnson.

That’s an interesting hairstyle.®

Thanks, I'm glad you think it’s cool. Blue hair is all the
rage this scason.

Well, I'm going tetake a breaknow and let you kids
take over.

Don’t worry, Mom. Your business is in good hands
with Amber. She really knows her stuff.

That’s true. I used to work at Mrs. Field's Cookies*#* in
the mall.

You don’t work there anymore?

No, 1 got fired. | have a real sweet tooth, and they told
me | was cating too many cookies.
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Susan:  Well, I'm sure you haven't lost your touch.
Amber: 1 might be a bit out of practice.

Ted: Mom, you can watch Amber bake if you want. You
might pick up a few tricks of the trade.

Amber: Yes, feel free. As a singer, I'm used to performing be-
fore an audience!

Susan: Thanks, but I'm going to get out of the way. You know
what they say: too many cooks spoil the broth!

Amber: Will | see you later tonight?
Susan:  Yes, I'll be back in a few hours.

Ted:  Mom, why don't you just call it a night and go to bed.
You've been working your tail off all day.
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all the rage — the latestfashion
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Exanirk: Have you seen those new alligator-skin ¢cowboy boots?
They're all the rage this scason!

(to) call it a night — to stop an activity for the rest of the night
SR ThTHRDYIZTS

Exampri: We spent a few hours walking around downtown Chicago.

It was so cold that we were ready to call it a night by nine o'clock.
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feel free (to do something) — be uninhibited about doing
something; go ahead and do something
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Examere: Feel free to take off your shoes.

(to) get out of the way — to move out of the way: to stop
mterfering with someone’s plans or aclivities
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Exameck 13 1f you're not planning on helping us prepure dinner, please

get out of the way. The kitchen is crowded.
Exameee 20Ul just get out of the way and let you plan the party yourself.

(to be) in good hands - in good, competent care
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Exampie: Don't worry —your dog will be in good hands while you're
on vacation. We'll lake her to the New York Dog Spa & Hotel.

A o 20 Mo be in good hands with someone” S V2 ReEE, L4
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(to) know one’s stuff - to have an expertise in a field
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Examrre: Steve has been an auto mechanic for 25 vears. He really
knows his stuff.

(to) lend a hand — to help

e ey
Exaseie: When Ambar saw Susan washing the cookie sheets, she of-
fered 1o lend & hand.

(to) lose one’s touch—10 be no longer able to'do something
well
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Examrre: 1 used to make delicious pies, but this one tastes terrible. |
think I've lost my touch.

(to be) out of practice — no longer good at doing something
(MEART) WSS

Examrie: Susan used 1o play the piano all the time, but she hasn't played
at all recently. She’s really out of practice.




(to) pick up — to acquire

H 5, 25D

Exampre: Bob picks up languages quickly. After just two weeks in
Spain, he was already speaking Spanish.

£ ¢ "pick up" IS 2 DORIO RS B U £,
1) 45 3. Please pick up the newspaper from the fAoor.
2y ¥ 3. 'l pick up some Chinese food on my way home.
3) STt AL Let's pick up the bedroom before the guests arrive,
4 AoV Canyou please pick up the Kids after school taday?!
Sy b esnd A Jim poes to bars to pick up girls.

sweet tooth—an enjoyment of sugary foods
o boliE, i

Examrce: Amber’s gota real sweel tooth. Last night. she ate a whole
box of Godiva chocolates,

(to) take a break - to stop and rest from an activity
{Kir, K+ 25

Examreie: Bob always workcrﬁ 10 howrs straight, never taking a break.

(to) take over - to ﬂsqume control
gk, 2835

Examree: After 11 hours of driving, | was getting tired. Fortunately, my
friend offered 1o take over.

too many muks spml the broth — too many people involved
in an a;:umg can ruin it |
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Examrie: After Bob| #ﬂd%@@ﬂ'tdlicd Nicaleis@ollege applications, they
were worse than when she started, ‘_!'m many ceoks spoil the broth,

tricks of the trade — clever shortcuts gained by experience
55 Ml

Exasmee: The new teacher learned some tricks of the trade from Mrs,
Blackstone. who'd been teaching at the school for 40 vears.

(to) work one’s tail off — to work very hard
i<

Examrie: Martin worked his tail off to pay for his daughter’s college
cducation.
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> PracTice THE Ipioms

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

3)

4)

When Susan was having trouble lifting her heavy mixer, Bob
offered to lend a :

a) finger b) foot ¢) hand
Nicale used to play the piano, but she hasn’t practiced in five
years. She's really practice.

a) about to b) into ¢) out of

You've been working in the kitchen for hours. Why don’t you
go and a break?

a) take b) give c) do
Amber picked up many of the trade while working at
Mrs. Field’s Cookies in the Stamford Mall.

a) bits b) tricks ¢) pieces

5) Your shoulder massages are still the best. You haven’t

6)

7

8)

your touch.

a) found b) lost ¢) spoiled
AREF W6 Weeks in Traly. Tomn SMARCEd 0 pick  a few
words of ltalian, ingluding cappudeino and pizza.
a) up b) out €) in
When Jill got tired of chopping the onions, Jack took :

a) over b} off €) away

Whenever we need financial advice, we call Suze Orman.
She really knows her 2

a) things b) stuff ¢) matter

ANSWERS TO LESSON 13, p. 164
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