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The Johnson Family

Ted (son)

Bob (farfier)

Nicole (daughter)

Susan (mother)



Good-bye to
vou and good-bye

to this dead-end

job!




Lessox 1

boOb’S PAY AT WORK

Bob works as a manager in a furniture store. Peter, his boss, is
not happy about sales. Bob s new advertising campaign hasn t
helped. Peter decides to fire him.

R HRFZARIAODTZ—Yy—E LTHWTLNES,
O RA, E—H—TEhfTEIcEE L TWhWEEA, &
TOFLWEEx v =3I Lo TWER A, B
—F—iteHicT s oickNH T L

Peter;

Boh:

Peter:

Bab:
Peter;

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob. | hate to break the news. but our sales were down
again last month.

Down again, Peter?

Yeah.* These days, everybody’s shopping at our compe-
tition, Honest Abe's Furniture Store.

But everything in there costs'an'arm and a leg!
That's true. They dov charge top.dollar.

And their salespeople are very strange, They really give
me the creeps!

Well, they must be doing something right over there.
Meanwhile, we're about to go belly-up.

['m sorry to hear that. | thought my new advertising
campaign would save the day.

Let's face it: vour advertising campaign was a real flop.
2 p
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Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter;

Boh:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Well then I'll go back to the drawing board.
It’s too late for that. You're fired!
What? You're giving me the ax?

Yes. I've already found a new manager. She’s as sharp
as a tack.

Can’t we even talk this over? After all. I've been
working here for 10 years!

There’s no peint in arguing, Bob. I've already made up
my mind.

Oh well, at least | won't have to put up with your non-
sense anymore! Good-bye to you and good-bye to this
dead-end job.

Please leave before | lose my temper!

* "Weah™ |1 "Yes"00f 75 A B iR B I JEbhd.
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IDIOMS — LESSON 1

about to — ready to: on the verge of
Rl AcLtL £ U KN B

Exampie: It'sa good thing Bobdeft the furmiture$tore when he did. Peter
was 30 angry, he was about to throw a dining room chair at him.

after all - despite everything: when everything has been considered
o M s b

Exampeie: You'd better invite Ed to your party. After all, he’s a good friend.

at least — anyway

BHHT (~< BT . PR En

Exasrie: We've run out of coffee, but at least we still have tea.

AE s ratleast®|oiE, "l LTS ERLLSOTRATE
%% L & 3. There were at least 100 people on the bus.

12




(to) break the news — to make something known
Za—AHGEHED

Examree: Akiko and Naoki are getting married, but they haven’t vet bro-
Ken the news to their parents.

(to) cost an arm and a leg — to be very expensive
Baindd

Exaseee: A college education in America costs an arm and a leg.
Svmonyms: 1o cost asmall fortune; 1o costa preity penny

dead-end job — a job that won’t lead to anything els¢
HA 0D BUIA BB A E D70

Exampigs Diane realized that working as a cashier was a dead-end job.

(let’s) face it — accept a difficult reality

AL

Examrre: Let's face it, if Ted spent more time studymg, he wouldn't be
failing s0 many of his classes!

(to) give one the ereeps - to stir in someone a feeling of
disgust or horror
(AID) PR EBHTEAD

Exampeie: Ted's friend Mat has seven carrings in cach ear and an 1
Love Mom™ tattoo on his arm. He really gives Nicole the creeps.

(to) go back to the drawing board - to start a task over
because the last try-faileéd; to Start again from the beginning
GG 7= ) I OB i 12 gl C%e 1 i

Exaspie: Frank's new business failed, sothe hudto go back to the
drawing hoard.

(to) go belly-up — to go bankrupt
TS

Exaspere: Many people lost their jobs when Enron went belly-up.

(to) give (someone) the ax — to fire someone
(N) ZWiZT3
Examrek: Mary used to talk to her friends on the phone all day, until one

day her boss finally gave her the ax,
Synonyms: to send someone packing; to can someone; 1o let someone go
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(to) lose one’s temper — to become very angry
B’oEd
Exavrie: Bob always loses his temper when his kids start talking on the

telephone during dinner.
Synowyms: to hit the roof} to blow one's top; to blow a fuse

(to) make up one’s mind — to reach a decision

elo % - RIS

Fxanrii: Hana couldn’t make up her mind whether to attend Harvard
or Stanford. Finally, she chose Stanford.

no point.in - no reason to; it's not worth (doing something)
B R, HEEK

Exasmree: There's no point in worrying about things vou can’t change,

(to) put up with — to endure without complaint

~[CWf25, ~+#Rw+5

Exasirt: For many vears, Barbara put up with her husband’s annoying
and obnoxions behavior. Finally, she decided 1o leave hin,

real flop er flop —a failure
e

Exampie: The Broadway play closed after just 10 days — it was a real flop!

(to) save the day — to prevent a disaster

IS

Exampier-TheChristmas reeawas on fire. hutdied threw water on it and
sm;t_ the dt}_'.

(as) sharp as a tack —wvery intelligent
LT HIFEA VML

Exameri: Jay scored 100% on his science test. He's as sharp as a tack.

(to) talk over — to discuss
~{Z2WTRELE D

Examree: David and | spent hours talking over the details of the plan.

top dollar — the highest end of a price range: a lot of money
Remi®l, &THAL

Examrece: Nicole paid top dollar for a pair of jeans at Banana Republic.
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Y& PRACTICE THE Ipioms

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) 1 can't believe you bought a couch at Honest Abe’s. Every-
thing in that store costs an arm and a :

a) foot b) leg ¢) hand
2) After Bob found out that his advertising campaign failed, he
wanted to go back to the drawing .

a) board by table c) room

3) When somebody isn’t listening to you, there’s no in try-
ing to argue with them.

a) edge b) tip ¢) point
4) José is really smart. He's as sharp as a

a) tack b) nail C) SCrew

5) The salespeople at Honest Abe’s always look angry and never
speak to anybody. No wonder they Bob the creeps.

a) take b) give c) allow
6) Bob got fired. He isn’t looking forward to the news to
his family.

a) breaking b) cracking ¢) saying

7) Bob thought his new advertisements would bring in lots of
customers and save the

a) mormning b) night c¢) day

8) Fortunately, Bob no longer has to put with his stupid
boss at the furniture store.

a) over b) in c) up

ANSWERS TO LESSON [, p. 161
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