SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

something works /
doesn’t work

something functions / doesn’t function

OO0OUCH!
It works.

It doesn‘t work.

MORE EXAMPLES »

“My camera doesn’t work. I dropped it yes-
terday. I must have broken it.”

A: “This radio is so old. Does it work?”
B: “Yes, it works well. Just plug it in.”

For must have, see page 130
For plug it in, see page 124
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

suggest that he / you / we

NOT suggesthimrto; NOT suggest-you-to;
NOT stuggestusto

| suggest that
you sit down.

| suggest that
he put ice on it.

| suggest that we
call the doctor.

MORE EXAMPLES =»

A: “I need a lot of money.”
B:“l suggest that you go to your bank.
They can lend you money.”

“His hair is too long, so I suggested that he
get a haircut.”

NOTE: suggest that he put, get, go, etc.
NOT suggestthatheputs; gets;goes;ete:

For lend, see page 225
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

in May / on Tuesday,
May 2 at 9 o’clock

in + month; on + day; at + time

The doctor is very busy.

He can see you in May.
He can see you on

Tuesday, May 2nd at 9 o'clock.

MORE EXAMPLES =

A: “When did she have the baby?”
B: “It was in July. In fact, it was on July 16
at 6 o’clock.”

A: “Are you free next Wednesday?”
B: “No, but I'm free on Thursday.”
A: “How about at 3 o’clock?”

NOTE: NOT ennext-Wednesday
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

come off

become detached

>
Tom, look! The bumper //
is coming off!

MORE EXAMPLES »

‘I bought a cheap suitcase. The wheels
came off after one week!”

"My house is in bad condition. The paint is
coming off the walls. And last night, the
door handle came off the door.”

~or condition, see page 92

165



SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

a fortune

a lot of money

Why can't we buy
one of those cars?

Because they
cost a fortune.

MORE EXAMPLES »

“Last summer it rained every day. Umbrella
companies made a fortune!”

“He spends a fortune on his son’s education.
It isn’t worth it. His son never studies.”

NOTE: made = earned

For it isn’t worth it, see page 219
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

at the most

not more than

That’s too expensive for me. -
I can spend s7,000 at the most.

MORE EXAMPLES »

“The wedding hall is small, so we can invite
30 people at the most to our wedding.”

“I can play tennis for one hour at the most.
After an hour, I feel tired.”
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‘GRAB A PENCIL! - Puzzle #24

1 2 3
4
5
6
ACROSS
1) “I lost my wedding ring while I was swimming!
I think it came ___ in the swimming pool.”
5) “My brother wants to learn English.” = “I sug-
gest ______ watch American movies.”
6) “My cell phone fell in the swimming pool and
now it work!”
DOWN

2)“l want to buy a piano, but I don’t have
enough money. Pianos costa __!”

3) “My wife buys expensive shoes, but I don’t. I
spend $30 __ _ most on shoes.”

4) “My train leaves ___ Saturday ___ 7 o’clock. I
bought the ticket ___ April.”

For answers, see page 366
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