SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

he let me go /
he made me run

he allowed me to go / he forced me to run

NOT tetmetogo; NOT made-me-torun

He let me go but
he made me run!

MORE EXAMPLES =

A: “My company makes us wear uniforms.”
B: “Really? My company lets us wear jeans.”

“My manager let me take two days off last
week.”

For take two days off, see page 65
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

look something up

find a piece of information in
a book or on the Internet

Mom, what doejﬁ
b ! 7 Wl
ignoramus’ mean? P
: 3
-

MORE EXAMPLES =

A: “How did you get my phone number?”
B: “I looked it up in the phone book.”

A: “I need the address of the hotel.”
B: “I'll look up the address on the Internet.”

NOTE: look something up, look up some-
thing, look it up, NOT leok—up-it
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

get rid of something

make something go away;
eliminate something

@t id o ehat @ .

MORE EXAMPLES =

—_—

A: “You bought a new car?”
B: “Yes, we got rid of our old car. We sold it.”

“You can get rid of a toothache by putting
ice on it.”
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

must have done something

Say this when you guess about something that
happened in the past, and you are quite sure.

My bill says |
owe 5300,000!

I’'m sorry.
We must have
made a mistake.

MORE EXAMPLES =

“John isn’t answering his phone. He must
have gone out.”

“Look! There’s $20 on the floor. Someone
must have dropped it.”
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

shoot

This is a way to show anger or frustration.

MORE EXAMPLES =

A: “Have you seen John?”

B: “He’s gone for the day.”

A: “Oh, shoot! I really needed to talk to
him.”

“Shoot! I just spilled coffee on my shirt.”

For gone for the day, see page 55
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SAY IT BETTER IN ENGLISH

Could you tell me where
something is?

NOT

_ Could you tell me
r"\_where the post office is?

"It’s on the next \
corner opposite
the bank.

MORE EXAMPLES =

A: “Could you tell me where the manager’s
office is?”
B: “It’s on the second floor.”

A: “Could you tell me where the nearest
restaurant is?”

B: “There’s a restaurant about two blocks
from here.”

For two blocks from here, see page 39

132



GRAB A PENCIL! - Puzzle #19

ACROSS
3) “We had ants in our kitchen. Then I used
Jimco Ant Killer Powder, and we got ___ ____

the ants.”

4) “Could you tell mewhere ________?” = “Sure.
The bank is on Main Street.”

6) “When 1 was a child, my mother ___ me eat
vegetables. She said, ‘You must eat your veg-
etables!”

DOWN

1) Rearrange these letters to find a way to ex-
press frustration or anger: othos

2) “If you don’t understand a word, __ it ___in
the dictionary.”

5) “I put a tuna sandwich on the table. Now it’s gone!
My cat loves tuna. My cat must ___ eaten it.”

For answers, see page 366
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