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Common
complaints
of families
with
teenagers

My kids . ..

help around G~ dess badly and tave Grnay ahout chores ond i Gr don't respect vy
tho houss. ugly Bairstyles. homework. privacy

G~ don't lisken to my advice. G~ watch tog much1¥. @ don't like my friends. G~ always tell me what 0 do.
G=have strange friends.  G=don't study enocogh. G~ oniticlze ey appearance.  G=don't listen to my
Based on informalen frem America Onlcye’s Pearem Raseurca She
Talk about these guestions.

Have you ever heard parenis or children make these compfainis? Which ones?
Have you ever had any complaints like these about family members?

1 CONVERSATION Making requests
A E@ Listen and practice

Mr. Field: Jason . . . Jason! Turn down the TV
4 litile, please
Jagson: @b, but this is iy favorite program!
Mr. Field: I know. But it's very loud.
Jason: OK I'll turn it down.
Mr. Ficld: That's better. Thanks
Mrs. Field: Lasa, please pick up your things.
They've all ever the living reom fleor.
Iisa: In a minute, Mem. I'm on the phone.
Mrs. Field: OK. But do it as soun as you hang up.
Lisa: Sure. No problem!
Mcrs. Field: Goedmessl Were we like this when
we were kids?
Mr. Field: Definitely!

M
What‘oonplaints do Jason and Lisa have about
their parents?
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Sure. No problem!

E] GRAMMAR FOCUS

With nouns With pronouns  Reques!s and responses
Turn down the TV. 2 Piease tuen dewn the muslc.
Tum the TV down, 'V if down. OK. 111 turn il down.

Pick up your clothes, please.
Suce. I'll plck hem up,

Pick up your jhings.

Pick your Ihings up. Pick them ug.

A Complete the requests with these words. Then compare with a partner.

the heoks the toys the radio your coat. the TV
wour boots the yard the Tight the {rash veu cigaretle
1. Pickup the toys. , please 5. Plecasc take oft
2. Turn oft, please. 7. Hang up, please,.
4. Clean up, please. 8. Please Lake out
4. Please put away. 9. Please put out.
5. Plcase turn down : 19. Turnon . , please.

B Pair work Take turns making the reguests sbove. Respend with pronrouns,

A: Pick up the loys, please.
B: Sure. I'll pick them up.

n PRONUNCIATION stress with two-part verbs

A % Listen and practice. Both words in

Please tuTn down the radio. Turn it down.
» ”»
Pick the magazines up, please. Pick them upD.

B Write fuur more requests using the verbs in Exe cise 3.
Then practic with a partner. Pay attention to stress,
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Unit 6

WORD POWER Household chores

A Find a phrase in the list that is usually paired with each
verb. (Some phrases 86 with more than one verh.) Can you
think of one more phrase for each verh?

the counter  the cat the dry cleaning the faucet
the mess the oven the garbage the newspapers
clean off put oul
cieon up lake out
hang up fhrow sul
pick up fum off
putoway fum an

8 What requests can you make in each ef these places?

Wrile foeur requests and four unusual excuses. Use twe-part verbs.

the kitchen Lthe living room
the bathroom the bedroom

C Pair work Take turns making
the requests you wrote 1in part B
Respend by giving an unusual excuse.

A: Mark, please clean up your
mess 0 the kitchen.

B: 1 can't clean it up right now.
I have to take the cat out for
a walk.

the greceries
the towels

CLASS .
aUDIO
OonNLY

LISTENING Excuses, excuses!
A @j Liste

each conversation with the pictare it describes. Number the
pictures from I to 5.

cuLassS
Aggg. B @ Listen again. What excuse does each person give?
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Sure. No problem!

CONVERSATION

A @ Listen and practice.

Guerge:
Stephanie:
George:

Stephanie:
George:

Stephanie:

George:

Hi. 'm your ncw neighbor, George Rivera.

Ilive next door.

®h, hi. I'm Stephanie Lee.

So, yeu just moved in? De you need anything?
Not right now. But thanks.

Well, let me know if you do. Um, by the way,
would you mind turning your stereo down?
The walls are really thin, se the sound goes
nght through to my apartment.

Oh, I'm sorry! [ didn't realize that. I']l make
sure to kecp the volume down. Oh, by the
way, 18 there & good ltalian restaurant in

the neighborhood?

Yeal. There's a great one a couple of blocks
from here. Iy their Jusagna. It's delicious!

B Pair work Has a situatien like the one in part A ever happened to
you? What did you do?

[} AaPOLOGIES

upologize and . . .

give an excuse ~I'm sorry | didn’l realize.”

admil a mistake "I foegot | left il on °

make an alfer  “I'll lurn it down 1ighl now_~

make g promise “F'll moke sure to keep the volume down.”

Peayl aftan sp=dagln In more 1han ges WIY. For exxmgple, ip Byorcise 7, Btapiusiy apuingized, gyve aq EXLEER, and made 3 granbe.

A Ciass activity How do pcuple ususally apslogize in your ceuntry?
What do you usually do when you apolegize?

B @ Listen to three people complaining. What sve they complaining

about? How does the other person apol gize? (Mere than one answer is possible.)

give admit make make
an excuse o mistake anoffer a promise

a
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Unit 6

] GRAMMAR FOCUS

Modo! + simpie form of verd Woulé you mind . . . ? + gerurd

Can you turn the stereo down? Would you mind turning the stereo down?
Could you leove the door cpen, plecse?  Would you mind not clasing the door, please?
Would you please keep the nolsedown?  Would you mind keeping the noise down?

A Match the requests with the appropriate responses.
Then compare with a partner and practice them.
(More than one answer may be possible.)

1. Could you lend me twenty dollars? a. We're sorry. W'l 1alk more quietly.
2. Would you mind picking up a sandwich b. Serry. Ill do it right away.
for me? c. ®h, I'm sorry. 1 didn't vealize this
3. Can you help me move into my new apartment was the non-smoking section.
tomorrow? d. Are you kidding? I'm totally broke!

I'm really sorry, but I'm busy.

4. Wouid you mind not smoking here?
5 Sure, no problem. I'd be glad to.

. Would you please move your car? kt's blocking
my driveway.
6. Would you mind not talking so loud?

= ©

B Pair work Take turns making the requests
in part A. This time give your own responses.

C Ciass activity Think of five unusual requcsts.
Go around the class and make yvur rcquests. How
many peoPle accepted and how many refuscd?

“Im totally broke™

i) wWrITING

A Writc a letter to a “rich relative,” asking him or her
te lend you some money. Explain why you necd it and when
you will pay it back.

How good are you
a apologiang?
drive across the US,  cor whe | graduate Tum|t(<;3_$age
! can't a car. Would
lending me $4,000 to H
I get a

B Pair work Exchange letters with a partner. Write a reply to your partner's request.
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[} READING

“Beforc [ camc bere,” one child said. I Thoughl
swimming was runaing through an opea fic bydrant.”
“Ilere" is a summct camp that’s only an hour frem

© New York Cily - but a world away. This camp and four
others nearby are run by the Fresh Air Fund. Since 1877,
the fund bas lelpcd poor children from New Yook City
spenkd suooners in the coumb y. Each year, over ten
thousand children, ages 6 w 18, participaie in the
program. Somc stay ata camp: others live wilh a host
Lamily, the fund pays for all expenses.

‘e camps ace for 8- to | 5-year-clds. At camp, children
<can lcorn about the stars, see decr and ¢ows and other
animals, and go hiking.
Fishing, and of course.

swimming. The children learn responzibility by helping out with chores

like making beds and waiting (n tnbles, They also learm a lot from

counselors, who are oflen college sludents from around the United Stales

and from otber countries

lost families from thirteen states and Canada volunteer 2o have children

spend the summer with them. Mauy of th¢se familics have their own

chitdren. The visiting children become part of the family. They po with

invited back. Sonwe of the chitldren and familics beoome fricnds for lifc

A Read the ariicle, Imagine you work for the Fresh Air Fund. A mother wants te
send her child and calls to ask for informat.on. How would you answer these

[s the Fresh Air Fund program pew?

. Arc Lhe comps far from i

. What are some things chifdren do at camp?

. Does the Fresh Air Fund run only summer camps?

. Can a 7-yearold go th camp?

6. Can a 7-year-old live with a hosl {amily?

7. What are some things children do wilh host funilies?
8. Can a child who lives with a host family go back

for a second year?

W N

B Pair work Talk ahout these quest'ions; Give reasons for your answers.

1. Ifyou were a child in New York City, would you rather

o to a camp or live wath a host family?
2 Woald you like to be a counselor at a Fresh Air Fund camp?
3. How does the Fresh Air Fund benefit childr n? host families?
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THAY’S NO EXCUSE!

A Pair work ).auk at theso situations and act oul conversations,

Apologize and then give an excuse, admit a mirtake, make an ofler, or
make a promise.

Student A: You'ce the customer. Student A: You own the puppy.
Student B: You're the hairstylist. Student 8: You own the backpack

A: My hair! You ruined my hair!
B: I'msosorvy.l.

Student A: You're driving the ced car. Student A: You're the customer.
Student B: You're driving the blue car. Student B: You're the cashier

B Group work Have you ever expericneed situations like these? What
happened? What did you do? Share your steries.
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