INDEPENDENT QUESTIONS

TOEFL LESSON 13

Q1: Describe a movie or book that has had a positive influence on you. Please include specific details and

examples in your response.

Q2: Describe a particular TV show that you think is excellent. Include specific details and examples in your

answer.

Q3: What is your favorite book or movie? Describe it and say why it is your favorite.

INTEGRATED TASK

; ; Now listen to a grammar class lecture.

Question: Why does the professor use the example of split infinitive?

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Speaking time: 60 seconds

Audio Tape scripts:

{professor) 1d like ta ralk today about some of the
formal grarunar riles in English, miles
about what's considered formally correct
and incorrece. Fd like to talk in particular
about rules that were formed in the
seventeenth end cighteenth centuries
during the perind of neoclassicism.

During the seventeenth and eyghteenth
centurics in Burope, there was & widely
heid view that the culture of ancient
Greece and Rome was superior (o the
culture of the day. This peried in the
seventeenth and eighteenth century is
jmown as the neoclassic period.

Duiring the nesckassic period, academics
held the view st the Latin lapnguage of
1he classic age of the Roman Empire was
the parest lanonage passible; as a result,
there was an atlempl io Latiojze 1he
English of the time 1o make it resemble
what was considered the most perfect
langunge, Latin.

An example of a lormal grammar rule
that developed in English during the
nenclassic revival is the rule azainst split
infinitives. The infinitive is the form of
the verb that includes the word 1o and
the base form of the verb, such as to go
or to walk or 1o reake. There is a formal
ritle today in English against splitting the
infinitive, against saving something like
o mever go or fo alveays wark or o resally
finish, though many native speakers of
English do break this formal mele fairly
oiten,

This formal rule against split infinitives
did not exist before the neoclassic period
Instead, it came about as seventeenth
and eighteenth century academics during
the neoclassic period nated that its
impassible to split infinitives in Lating
it’s impossible to split infinitives in Latin
because a Latin verb is one word rather

thar the two words that make vp an
Enclish infinitive, However, becausa
infinitives were never split in Latin, the
rule against splirting infinitives was
created, English speakers still, however,
regularly split their nlinitives; the
attempt by seventeenth and eightesnth
contury academics to impose a rule
against split infinilives in oeder w make
English more like Latin did not succeed
entirely.



VOCABULARY HOMEWORK:

1. Science has somewhat attenuated illusions.

(A)expanded
(B)augmented
(C)swelled
(D)deflated

2. The child's good health attests his mother's
loving care.

(A)warps
(B)proves
(C)belies
(D)garbles

3. The queen wore rich attire.

(A)slacks
(B)sweater
(C)clothes
(D)stockings

4. Pebbles become smooth by attrition.

(A)friction
(B)contrition
(C)contriteness
(D)remorse

5. Audacious behavior will be frowned upon.
(A)wary
(B)discreet

(C)circumspect
(D)reckless
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. His income has been augmented

(A)attenuated
(B)atrophied
(C)thwarted
(D)increased

. His father looks august.

(A)feeble
(B)imposing
(C)emaciated
(D)weak

. The trade exhibition was held under

the auspices of the city government.

(A)sponsorship
(B)opposition
(C)objection
(D)affray

. Her father is an austere person.

(A)benign
(B)bland
(C)severe
(D)flamboyant

The document bears an authentic signature.

(A)genuine
(B)flat
(C)fleeting
(D)spurious
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