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A Mother?s Story

Hauve you ever My heart jumped with joy when
] he was dead. | knew then, when

wished that another Person  the elecericity was sent into that

mans body, that | would finally

3
were dead: have peace.

This mother did. Am I a monster? Am |
thirsty for blood? Do 1 get excited
Rﬂi{{ f,.‘],’l,‘lf story ,:;ﬁ'(f w]u:n E}{.[]plt are killed? No, no,
> no! I am not a monster. [ am a
1 ﬁ?’!d auL: mother whose 18-year-old son
e was killed during a robbery.
W&}f did she want Before Wang was killed, 1
a man to die? had not thought much about

capital punishment, Maybe |
thoughr it was
wrong, After all,
killing someone
who has killed
someone else
really doesni
help much. The
other person is
still dead, and
killing the mur-
derer just-adds
to the violence.
But thar all
changed when
]'['.I'y' i‘T'lhn" 0N was
killed. Tt hap-
pened five years
ago, Wang was
working at a
grocery store.
He had just fin-
ished high
school and was
goin f 10 g0 to a
good university
in 2 month. He

* 3 monster *

was work-

Ing to earn
money to help
pay for his educa-
tion.

Two men entered the
store, They told my son to rake
all the money from the cash reg-
isters and put it in a bag. He did

this. Then thev ordere "M.uur to
open the safe, Wang rold thent
that he did not have the key,
One of the men had a gun and
threatened to shoot Wang, My
son pleaded with him and teld
him that only the owner had the
key. The gunman then shot him
five times in the face and heart.
My son died instantly.

Both robbers were cap-
tured. The one who shot my
son was sentenced to death in
the electric chair. | asked to see
him die. | wanted to be there, |
needed to be there. My son’s
death had to be repaid.

So I warched when they
strapped him in. [ saw him beg-
ging for his life. Good, |
thought, beg all you can. You
must die for what you did.

I think about capital pun-
ishment often now. Killing is
wrong. But if you kill, you
should pay with your own life.
It's the :}11]!: way we can stop all
the violence,
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VWhich opinions do you agree with?
WHAT DO YOU THINK? Check as many as you want.

I-:_l It you kill someone, you have to die, to. | People who kill are crazy, insane. No
['hat 1s your punishment. The only excep- one in his right mind would kill another
tion to capital punishment is self-defense. person. That's why I think murderers I
_ should be put in mental hospitals.
5
10,
=
O Capital punishment is ' Capiral punishment is neces- \d Life in prison is the right
wrong. We should never kill sary. It helps prevent murder. sentence for a murderer.

anyone, no marter how terrible
the crime.

Now exchange your ideas with a classmate.
Turn 7o Pace 89 ror an INTERACTION TIP.

LOOKING AT THE 1ssue BRE whlicl_; situations do you think it 1s OK to use the death
penalty?

Criminal A kidnapped and killed a young child.

Criminal B set fire to a house, and the fire killed three people and
injured many others.

Criminal C broke into a house, killed the two residents, and stole their money.

Griminal D went into a school yard and fired a machine gun, killing many
schoolchildren.

Criminal E set a bomb to explode in an office building, kiling many people.
Criminal F raped and killed several women.

Criminal G had her husband killed so that she would receive a large sum
of insurance money.

The death penalty should never be used in any situation,



