Issues in

Should the Dead

Help the Living?

Three doctors ﬁ'am dﬁ’rs’ﬂ? countries discuss using

the organs of dead people. Read the story and find out:

Who is in faver r{;‘"rﬁ:f_c? Who is opposed?

A, ;

Dr. Jones: In my opinion, the
dead must help the living, There
is no question about it. When
people die, they no longer have
any use for their organs, If we
don't use their healthy hearts or
lungs. we miss the chance w save
the lives of other people who
need healthy organs.

In fact, it is so imporant
to do this that I believe we must
do it all of the time. Fyvery time
there is a death, we should use

all the organs we can, even if the
person did not give permission

before death.

Dr. Tesfaye: [ understand your
position, Dr, Jones. But in my
country, we have the opposite
point of view. We believe that it
is wrong to cut up a dead body,
take out the heart and then put
it into someone else’s body.
Taking out parts of a dead

persons body is a rerrible thing to

da. When you alu thar, you vio-
late chart person’s body, When |

die, I want my body to be treat-

ed with dignity and respect, and
not cut open so that my organs
can be put into other people,

Dr. Houte: As you two show,
using organs from the dead to
help the living is a difficult ques-
tion. There are good reasons
both to do it and not o do it. In
my country, we believe that it is
all right to use organs from the
dead but only under two condi-
tions. First, the dead person
must have given permission in
writing, I:-f%clnre he or she dies.
Second, the person has to be
dead. Sometmes this is clear.
But many times it is not. We all
have heard stories of near-death
experiences—when we think
someone is dead, but he or she
comes back w life,

And what abour the so-
called “brain-dead”? There are
many people who are kepr alive
by machines—machines thar
breathe for them. Buc their
brains are dead. What should we
do with them? Turn off the
machines and ler them die so
thar we can use their healthy
organs? | wonder if that isn't just
the same as killing them. So we
must be very careful before mak-
ing any decisions.

N THE GLOSSARY [Pace 53]

* organs ¢ lungs = give permission * wiolate * digaity « brain-dead



Which opinions do you agree with®
WHAT DO YOU THINK? Check as many as you want.

[ Well, argan donation is OK, bur we JIf people wanr to donate organs afrer
have to be sure the person is dead! We they die, it's wonderful. But they should
have to make this clear before we can ralk give permission before they die.

about donating organs.

[ I like the idea that the 1 Maybe its OK ro donare | 1 don't like the idea of cut-
dead should i’]i‘l.[} the ]ix-'ing. | some organs, bur not organs tilng up my hmt}-' after T die.

don't mind giving my organs like the heart and the brain! I'm sorry, but [ can't help you!
if that helps people.

Mow exchange your ideas with a classmate.
Turw 7o Page B7 ror anv INTERACTION TIP.

wae?
LOOKING AT THE ISSUE \What would you do to help someone stay alive®

%HH}GIJ... Yes, No,
I'd do it I wouldn't do it

give blood?

give a kidney to a dying family member?
give your body to science after you die?
register as a bone marrow donor?
register as a donor at an eye bank?

allow your doctor to transplant your organs
after you die?

Why or why not?



