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What’s the population of Japan?
BADAORENL BVTTH,

It’s about 127 million as of February 1,

2010.
20102 A 1 ARETHLE 182700 FATT,

Edas of ~ [({AIA{@H) RET)

Do you have clear-cut seasons in Japan?
AARICEE &) & LAEFRI SN ETH

Yes., we have four distinct seasons with a

rainy season between spring and summer.
U, o &Y LAEEFECHEELEORICERI S ET,

Edclear-cut @® [BRig/E. FERICE>ED L. #BNBEL] distinct
@ [>T Lie. BHRE. inbdiail.

: What are the names of the large islands of

Japan?
BEAOKZEBOBAEFTT
They are Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and

Kyushu.
FhoRdbmE. AN, EE. AMTT,
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Q: How large is Japan?
AEOAZ & IRENL BVTT D

A: It’s about 380,000 square kilometers.

¥3B8FFAXOAA—MLTT,

@ B s

Q: What is setsubun? When does the time-

honored Bean-Throwing Festival take
place, and what do you cry when you scat-
ter beans inside and outside your houses?
A ERMTTL. BESIETEZRVOTHOhETHL, ZLT
ROPESNCE & 5 <RHCRAEMTE T,
The Bean-throwing Festival takes place on
February 3 or 4, the eve of the first day of
spring in the lunar calendar. We cry “Out
with bad luck! In with good luck!” The
day is called setsubun and we chase the
evil spirits away and welcome good luck

into our houses on that day.

E¥ZR2A3HNP4H. 2EVARE[BE] CALEFEORAEICT
BhhEd, bl [REA 1 ERA!] EMTET, 20
RET2 EFEEh, ZTORICIEBEREBVAL, FFEERICHEA
hEvd,

[Eftime-honored @ [E&7FH'50. B#EHD]. take place [{({THFE
) fTEbNd. END). scatter @ [~FF<. TFEHST .
chase ~away [~EEBULHT [FA5]1]

127



®

Q:

I’'ve heard some Japanese say “Golden

Week”. What is it?

PMADPORAEAYN [T-NWFro1—7] EBIDEMVEZE
FHNET, TRREFETTH,

It is the week from the end of April to the
beginning of May. During the week, there
are four national holidays: Showa Day,
Constitution Day, Greenery Day, and
Children’s Day on April 29, May 3, 4, and
5 respectively. When the national holidays
are combined with Saturdays and
Sundays, we can have from one week to
ten days of holiday. Millions of people take
advantage of this opportunity, and travel

at home and abroad.

FIhiz4a BOEDS5 BOBRHICHITORANE ETT. ETDE
CiR4DDERMRALHY T, BMOA. MEREEZH. #&
WOH., 2¢bLNDAT, th¥h4HA29H. 5A3H. 4A8.
5HIC4 AN ET, BROHRALIMACARBE Y O2EHF B L,
13855 10 BEESKOKRICE Y £T, MEAABDANZ
DS EFIA L TEAPBARITELE T,

[Elcombine A with B [AZB &&BUDITS. BEEtES]. millions of
~ MAEAEVS~. ERICEHMD~], take advantage of ~ [~ZF
B33, ~ICDIFHAS]. opportunity © © . i)
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Q: Do you have any special events in July?
7 RICRAI PRI LTEN Y £ T, =

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A: Yes, we do. We have Tanabata or the Star
Festival on July 7. We decorate bamboo
branches with strips of fancy paper on
which wishes and poems have been writ-
ten and other colorful decorations.

B, BNEY, TRATRHICEIRUY BN ET, FABRITD
REBWCEPRIBONEERPMBOH S TN EMGRTHY
7,

(BED#HH)

xH ! 1B1H New Year's Day

RADH: 1B%2A®EH Adult’s [Coming-of-Age] Day
BExZH:2A118 National Foundation Day

F70OH: F#H Vernal [Spring] Equinox Day

BAMOE: 4F29H Showa Day

®ZEiZH : 583H Constitution Day

#EYDH: 548 Green(ery) Day

ZEHMDH: 5A5H Children’s Day

()= 7 % 3 AR Marine Day

WENH: 9OHB%E3IAEH Senior Citizens’ [Respect-for-the-Aged] Day
ma0H: a8 Autumnal Equinox Day

&NDH: 10RA%E2A®EA (1) Physical Education Day (2) Sports Day
X{ehH: 11HA3H Culture Day

BHEHOB : 11 238 Labor Thanksgiving Day

XEMER: 12A23H the Emperor's Birthday
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Q:

A:

Could you tell me what o-bon is?
HRERFAIPRICHAT L EEAD,

O-bon is the time when the spirits of
ancestors are believed to return home to
visit from heaven or hell in Buddhism.
The o-bon period is from mid-July to mid-
August. People take a leave of absence and
go back to their hometowns to visit their
ancestors’ graves. They also perform Bon

dances.

BRRABICENT, EHOBIFEEPHBAPOERICE-TLS
EELSRTVWAIRITY. AR 7 ANFa»r58AD
FETT. A2 REKRERY, SHOEESY) £7 5 7-0ICHHR
‘:’a U iTo it:\ ﬁﬂ ” E llt:U l/t-d-o

Elleave © © [{WMWIC&kD) KIR (RM)]. take a leave of
absence [#HRZNS]

O,

Q:

A:

Is there a custom of enjoying viewing the
moon in Japan?
BXRICEAERTELEBRFIBNETH,

Yes, there is. We call it tsukimi, and we
enjoy looking at the moon on the night of
the full moon in fall. We offer something
like dumplings, fruit, vegetables or flowers
to the moon. They are placed on a stand
set up on the veranda.
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v, BNET, Bab3thE [AR] ENU, BOMA DA
BDERICHAZT, ThORAXFTUHAIRBEIN-ABDOLICE
PhET,

Elset up [CH&-T—JIEEE) BRB)

1)

Q:

A:

How do you spend New Year’s Eve?
Sa— AV —RLTREI P> TRILET

We call it omisoka. We usually eat buck-
wheat noodles called toshikoshi-soba on
that day. We stay up late to listen to the
sound of the nearby temple bell at mid-
night.

BbiENEE [KBH] EMATWET, ZORIICKK. Fak

BRAEVWTWY [FHLEE] ERENSZEERRET, Bks
RERAPISESDEFORDOEF LM -DICHEHILELET,

@

: Please tell me about how people in Japan

spend the New Year’s holidays.
BEDODAL2RBESIP>THSEAKREBZTOIPHATT LN

Sure. A large number of people visit
shrines and temples on New Year’s Day
and pray for good luck for the new year.
We have special food during the New
Year’s holidays. We drink o-toso, a kind of
herbal sake, and eat o-soni, special soup
with rice cake in it. We enjoy reading New
Year’s greeting cards, too.
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WWTTED, BL{DALHTHICHELPEFICBELT. TOD
EFSVETHILI I T, BB BERAKROERR
DEHEERNET, b3 [BE2] EVWOREDHE A
[BH#EK] WO EHLEDANDENEX-TEBNET, F/ik
FBEREMATELAET,

Eda large [great] number of ~ [#¥D~. =L TAD~]. herbal
® WD, EOJ

Q:

How long is compulsory education in
Japan?
BEOBBEE RFIERTT .

: It’s nine years: six years in elementary

school and three years in junior high
school.
QFTT, /IERTE6FE. PERTIFETT,

Edcompulsory @ [R5, S0

)

Q:

Do you have special days to celebrate the
growth of boys and girls?
BOFLAOFOREER SR EARSY £T 7

: Yes, we do. We used to celebrate March 3

as Girls’ Day and May 5 as Boys’ Day, but
those two days were combined and we
have Children’s Day on May S now.
Momono-sekku is the Doll’s Festival or
Girls’ Festival observed on March 3, and
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Tangono-sekku is the Boys’ Festival
observed on May 5. We celebrate the
growth of girls of seven, boys of five, and
three-year-old children of both sexes on
November 15, too. It is a festival called
shichigosan. We take the children of these
ages to the shrines to give thanks for their

health and pray for divine blessing.

o, HNET, BABRLIEE3IA3IB2XDFNH. 5A5
HEBOFOBELTHH-TWELEN, $TIREOD=—D>NOHY
—ICTWSASHAICZELDAYF SN ET, [BEDEiR] 113
A 3 BICiTbh3U048), ZOFOHEEYT. [0l &
SAS5HICTHh3BOFOEEYNTT, #/-5b1211 A15H
KHTRDLDF,. SMOBDF, BLEADIBDFESS
DRBERAVET. 2hit [EE=] EMIThIEENTT, F
BREEICEML, BOSEAETIEHIC. ChOOERD
FELHEHb et ICENTITZE T,

Edobserve @ (@50 -RiLE) #T[MTITD. W51, growth © R
E. &8B. iiE. 8], dvine @& [#hdD. #4D]. blessing © [{(#
H5m) BE. KR

(14)

Q : What are o-chugen and o-seibo?
R EMBEERMTT D,

A: O-chugen and o-seibo are . gifts which we
give to our superiors, customers, and
teachers to express gratitude for helping
us during the year. We send o-chugen in
the early summer and o-seibo at the end
of the year.
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[Bht] & [BBE] BENEICBHBICE A2 EICHTIE
BERTEDIC, BB ETPEEPEELBICELLITSHE
NN ETT, ShTRUEIC. SRERERICHEY XY,

IE3superior © [ L8], t#&]. gratitude @ =@ (D))

Q: What is the Japanese national sport?

BEOEH RFITTH,

A: It’s sumo. It is a time-honored Japanese
style of wrestling. Two wrestlers are
matched against each other in a ring. The
first one who is pushed out of the ring or
who touches the ground with any part of
his body except the soles of his feet is the

loser.

ThiZBRTY, HEGBHEHIBEFRXDOLX)TTT,. —A
DR PR THE LET, ROCEEISBMUHEIhID,
EBNELADMMGEOBS FLEEOLICOD P LEIESFEGTT,

Ed@match A against B [AZB&EHDEFESD. WHEHE D], sole
©{A - BMpD) BOMI

(f2)

IAY rose Vi B irls
Fa-YUvy7  tulip EviX hyacinth
Ev7U sunflower & % narcissus
AL violet AT water lily

ay lily TryARI2 jasmine
FHH#F morning glory I—-FIITM4RX edelweiss

P o dandelion e = =iy 4 begonia
H—X—<3> carnation AXF > lily of the valley
% orchid 2XLFJY forget-me-not
AV A pansy TS hydrangea

% chrysanthemum
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Q:

What is [the] Japan’s [Japanese] national
flower?
BADETERFITY b,

: It’s the cherry blossom. We go cherry-blos-

som viewing when cherry blossoms are in
full bloom in spring. We eat, drink, dance,
and sing in a festive mood under the cher-

ry blossoms.

ThEETY, BABRBICEROTEFBRADHICTERICITEET,
BELREDIEDT THERUAL TR, RAEY, B-o7k
b, BN LET,

Edin full bloom [GEBIT. R>o&D Tl. festive @ [BROTHD. B
v~y

@)

Q:

On what occasions, do Japanese women

wear kimono?
BEOTHEREATRSICRDERETTH,

: They wear a Rimono on special occasions

like wedding receptions, coming-of-age
ceremonies or New Year’s Day.
RIEERE. AR, SER VR TRSICEET,

[EJoccasion © © . 7l
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